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Balochls

_ RegdNo.B.C6 _ VOLXLVNo. 1086 QUETTA Friday May 02,

M Bugti orders stricter Balochistan’s
oversight of NGOs,  development linked to
social media narratives =~ empowering working
amid security push class, says Bugti
Staff Report f Staff Report
QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti i mﬂ‘mm@msp@km

—

has szid that full mmplementation of the provincial action plan Ww‘hmq‘x’.
is essentizl and wrgent sieps are needed to restore peace tunities for development,

Decisions will be collective, the interest of the state will come i Sarfaraz

first znd merit will be given priority. He expressed these views i wmA)BahehimCh‘gfmms“.
while addressing 2 review meeting on the implementation of faraz Bugh has said in his statement on the social net-
tie provincial actios plan in Quetta. The meeting was attended working website (X) that Labor Day gives us an oppor-
bycwm&mmmmrmnmm tumity to tribute to the rights_ sacrifices and dignity
retaries of all departments. The Chief Minister of Balochistan of the A prosperous wiw‘sﬂ:
ordwedto-_h&:provh:iﬂmhnphnmdmd only when the working class is provided with op-
effective and said that the war against terrorism is not only the portunities for Last year, we sent chl-
sy s wuDAE U s o svpiy SEiinet ) close wadch dren of workers 10 institutions in Islamabad for highet
should be kept on anti-state propaganda 2nd activities. It will mm 100.

e tiatsery 8o IR L W0 eiecd liogn = | Ssilicn, R PGl — o

activities, Comprehensive laws will have to be brought in con-
sultation with stakeholders. He s2id that the difference
between truth and lies is now a thin line. In the era of social
wdunmwmmnﬂ&mmmmw

lar narratives. We bave to see the truth and reality. The
Chief Minister expressed bappiness that for the first time in
the history of the province, 1436 closed schools were opened
-.mperioddmm.&dia,adﬁdbdbtkﬁqwu

bybelﬁm.“l’rhlAﬂ'm:Wutheyo-
vincial action plan, in whith it was informed that action has
mwwmmmmmwlwdnw
state activities. The route permits of 11 buses of different bus
companics bave been cancelled and banned for aiding anti-
state activities. The Education Department briefed the meet-
““Wudasﬁx‘moemmmwe
been issued in Balochistan and eppointment orders for another
3;wwiﬂdwb¢h~dwon
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Monsoon
contingency plan

Balochistan, along with several other
regions of Pakistary, is currently grappling
with drought-like conditions. However, the
Meteorological Department has forecast
heavy rainfall across Balochistan and other
parts of the country during the upcoming
monsoon season. Although only a few dis-
tricts of Balochistan typically fall under the
monsoon belt, the province remains much
vulnerable to intense downpours and flash
floods. Even remote districts such as
Chagai, Washuk, Nushki, and Panjgur—
traditionally considered outside the mon-
soon zone—have i unprece-
dented rainfall and devastating floods in
recent years, leading tosignificant financial
losses and tragic human casualties.

Floodwaters wreak havoc, destroying
standing crops, roads, homes, and public
infrastructure—especially in the absence of
a robust contingency plan. Unfortunately,
despitea history of damage from monsoon-
related disasters, the authorities concerned
have shown inadequate preparedness. A
telling example is the bridge in Bolan dis-
trict connecting Quetta with Sibi and
Sindh, which was washed away during last
year's heavy floods and still remains unre-
cxmsh’uctg This not only highlights insti-
tutional inefficiency but also reflects the
continued neglect of critical infrastructure.

Historically, both the provincial gov-
ernment and the Provincial Disaster
Management Authority (PDMA) have

utterly failed to adopt proactive meas-
ures to prevent such disasters. This lack
of preparedness  disproportionately
affects people in remote areas, where
poverty and underdevelopment are
already prevalent. A lot of villages and
towns often lack basic infrastructure
such as paved roads, healthcare facilities,
and educational institutions. Natural dis-
asters such as floods further exacerbate
their suffering, pushing them deeper into
poverty and delaying recovery for years.

A comprehensive and practical contin-
gency plan is urgently needed to reduce
the damages during flood emergencies.
The government must ensure that author-
ities are well-trained and equipped to
provide timely relief. Regular flood drills,
installation of early warning systems, and
public awareness campaigns are essen-
tial. Moreover, the PDMA should be fully
prepared to handle any extreme emer-
gency situation efficiently.

areas like Quetta also suffer

greatly due to blocked drainage systems.
After every heavy rainfall, large parts of the
city resemble rivers, as clogged drains over-
flow and cause urban flooding. Authorities
must prioritize the cleaning of nullahs, trib-
utaries, and drainage networks to prevent
such recurring urban chaos and turmoil

While natural calamities* cannot be
entirely prevented, timely preparation and
strategic planning can significantly reduce
their impact. Itis hoped that the authorities
will take serious steps to strengthen their
monsoon contingency plan in order to safe-
guard lives, livelihoods, and infrastructure
during the upcoming rainy season.
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