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Balochistan Assembly allows
‘birth registration till 30 years

L IHAT LI AL IR

PO SRAL LA

Staff Report Provincial Assembly Fazal Qadir Judge. The House passed a resolu- year. DeSi)ile this, the Biswal Dam
presented a resolution not to imple- tion to increase the age limit for late  Project (Ormara) has not been com-
QUETTA: In the Balochistan ment the tender for the highway registration of births from 20 years pleted yet.

Assembly session, the House
passed a resolution to increase the
age limit for late registration of
birth from 20 to 30 years and to
assign powers to the Chairman

from Zhob to Punjab, which instead
of heavy wvehicles going from
Balochistan to Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab, there is
always a heavy traffic jam in Zhob
city. Fazal Qadir further said that

to 30 years and to delegate powers
to the Chairman Administrator
instead of the Civil Judge. Member
of the Provincial Assembly Mir
ZabidReki presented a resolution in
the House on Friday in which he

How much has been spent on the
Biswal Dam Project so far and
when will this project be com-
pleted? After the government's
assurance from the Speaker,
Maulana Hidayat-ur-Rehman’s

Administrator Local inslﬁad of the
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Call for action
Cancer is a deadly disease that has
become a major concern for the people
of Balochistan. With each passing year,
the number of cancer patients in the
province is increasing, which should be
a matter of great concern for the health
authorities. Cancer remains a growing
global challenge, posing a significant
threat to humanity at large. It is the sec-
ond leading cause of death globally.
The global cancer burden is rising
alarmingly, with an estimated 30 mil-
" lion cancer cases and 16 million cancer-
related deaths every year. In many dis-
tricts of Balochistan including that of
Chagai, Noushki and Awaran, there
have been multiple cancer-related cases
in a short span of time. This alarming
increase in cancer cases is attributed to
several factors, including the lack of
awareness, use of tobacco, consumption
of unhealthy food, and exposure to
harmful chemicals. Reportedly, Quetta
recorded 10,924 cancer cases from 1998
to 2009, and an additional 10,000 cases
were identified between 2014 and 2017,
with a majority of them being women
afflicted ~ with  breast  cancer.
Unfortunately, they fail to capture the
media’s attention due to their residence
in a backward province where depriva-
tion is widespread. A significant chal-
lenge faced by patients from economi-
cally disadvantaged areas is the lack of

N

A Y aTaT
Dated: 03 MAY 2025 Page No

52

access to healthcare. [ssues such as
transportation, financial constraints,
and the high cost of treatment often
prevent these women from seeking,
timely care. The lack of adequate facili-
ties forces cancer patients to travel long
distances to receive treatment, which is
a significant financial burden and adds
to the phzlsical and mental stress of
patients’ families. There is an urgent
need to raise awareness about breast
cancer, especially in underserved areas,
to encourage early detection and treat-
ment. Currently in Balochistan, there
are only two institutes that are han-
dling all the cancer load of the region.
These are Bolan Medical Complex
Hospital Oncology Department, with a
total of only 14 beds and Center for
Nuclear Medicine and Radiotherapy
(CENAR) Quetta which does not fall

under the provincial government. A -

low budget is allocated to provide pri-
mary healthcare facilities to cancer
patients which could be gauged from
the fact that Balochistan still lacks a
laboratory to diagnose cancer. It is
essential that the government must
take urgent measures to address the
issue of cancer in Balochistan. The first
step in this regard is to create aware-
ness among the people about the risk
factors associated with the disease and
the preventive measures that can be
taken. The government should also
invest in cancer treatment facilities and
equipment in the province.
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