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QUETTA Thursday May 01, 2025 /Dhu‘l-Qi*dah 03, 1446

Rs:

| gti calls for historical accuracy,

~ Unity against terrorism

Says govt taking steps for workers’ welfare

Stnﬁ Repoft

QUETTA: Addressing partici-
pants* of the 15th National
“Workshop  Balochistan,  Chief
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti stated
that ignorance of history is an
obstacle to understanding present
issues and charting a future course.
Awareness of historical context 1s
..vital for comprehending
- Balochistan’s current situation. ]

- He highlighted a qispanty
between the perception of
Balochistan elsewhere in Pakistan
‘and the ground realities, a distinc-
tion every Pakistani should under-

_stand. “Seeking truth over dis-

torted historical facts is crucial,”

. Bugti asserted. He cited the past

limited operation in Kalat being
. misrepresented as province-wide,
_ comparing it to how limited oper-
__ations in specific areas of Punjab
! or Karachi wouldn't be called
operations across the entire prov-
. imce or city.

deaths of Pakistanis. “It's crucial to

Bugti acknowlcdged that unbal-
anced development exists globally,
not just in Balochistan, However,
he argued, the root cause of insur-
gency in Balochistan isn’t solely
unbalanced development; its ori-
gins lic elsewhere. While citizens
can complain about governance
issues, he stressed there’s no justifi-
cation for discontent with or sepa-
ration from the state on this basis.

Citing  Article 5 of the
Constitution, he  emphasized
unconditional loyalty to the state as
a duty. He wamned that terrorists
seek to fragment the state, mislead-
ing youth via propaganda and Al
and encmy forces are poisoning
student minds, requiring collective
responsibility. Bugti .emphasized
the war against terrorism involves
every individual, not just the state
or army.

Condemniog all forms of terror-
ism, he stated those inciting hatred
between ethnicities are causing the

understand that terrorists, not spe-
cific ethnic groups, are targeting
Pakistanis,” he urged. “We must

overcome confusion and confront .

terrorism with realism and clear
thinking."

He declared that only a narrative
rooted in truth can lead to national
progress and that the state tran-
scends politics, demanding state
interests be prioritized. Regarding
governance, Bugti highlighted
merit-based recruitment in health
and education, ending the past
practice of selling jobs. He men-
tioned the Benazir Bhuno
Scholarship  Program,  giving
underprivileged students access to
higher education, enabling chil-
dren of poor labourers to study
alongside those from prominent
families. Special scholarkips are
allocated for minorities, children of
civilian martyrs, and transgender
individuals,

Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sartraz Bugti on Wednesday said

that the Balochistan government js
taking concrete steps for the wele
fare of the workers.

In his message on the
?l'Labor Day, he said that first May
is a day of recognition of the rightg
honor and sacrifices of wo:‘kcrs:

occasion

this day reminds us that a prosper-
ous and developed society could be
established only when the working
class is given respect, protection
nm:]cqual opportunities,
¢ said that the ongoin

for the welfare of the \forkfr: '::;
their children in the Province are
yielding positive results saying that
for the first time in the history of
Balochistan, it has been possible
(hgt the children of workers are
!x:mg given opportunitjeg to study
in tl‘u: country’s higher educationa]
Institutions and today a chilg ofa
fvor}Ler is studying in the sam,

institution, where the cpj)q. o‘;'
a respeclc‘d ;!sefson Studies, which
15 a practical example 3

and j’:lstice. rest T
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Baiochlstan

advertise B

Provincial cabinet de
wheat Stock in the open

O SVEDALISHAW 7

Ba}ochxstan Cabmet has
g8iven anod to advertise va-
Cant government posmons
from grade 1 to 15 in order
to create employment op-
portunities for the people of
the province.

The provincial cabinet
also decided to immediately
release the existing wheat

- stock in the open market in a

bid to ensure smooth supply
of the staple food. However,

it has decided against pro-
curing more wheat now to

* maintain stocks.

It also approved Rs140 mil-

 lion funds for the Quetta
* Safe City Project and directed

the concerned authorities
to complete the project by
June,

A meeting of the
Balochistan Cabinet,
chaired by Chief M1mster
MIir Sarfraz Bugti, was held
on Tuesday at the Chief
Minister's Secretariat, The
session focused on nar.wnal
and provincial matters and'
approved several significant
decisions.

Atthe start of the meeting,
the cabinet strongly con-
demned India’s allegations
against Pakistan following
the Pahalgam incident. The
ministers expressed regret
over India's provocative ap-
proach despite Pakistan's

govt

PS1-15 ]ObS

cides to release existing

market

offer for transparent inves-
tigations. They wamed that
such actions could threaten
regional stability.

The cabinet also expressed
deep sorrow over the tragic
incident in Nushki and ex-
tended solidarity with the
affected families. The chief
minister praised the timely
response of the health de-
partment and rescue services
during the relief operation.

The Balochistan cabinet
decided to take immediate
action against smuggling
across the province and
ordered a thorough inves-
tigation into the Nushki
inddent. s

Anumber of legal and ad-

tO

ministrative reforms were |
approved during the session.
These included the estab-

lishment of a special court |,

to protect the property of
overseas Pakistanis, amend-
ments to the Ant-Terrorism
Act, and the creation of
a Center of Excellence for
Countering Extremism.
Improvemnents in the civil
servants and employees ben-
efit policy were also passed.

For environmental protec- }
tion, the cabinet approved
new regulations including |
a Ship Recycling Law and
measures for ending bonded
labour and safeguarding
the rights of persons with
disabilities.
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Tragic Noushld inferno

The charred remains in Noushki stand
8s a grim lestament to a tragedy that
could have been mitigated. The fiery
explosion of an oil tanker, claiming pre-

cious lives and leaving scores with hor-
rific burn injuries, serves as a stark and

¢ painful lesson for Balochistan and

beyond. The details of the incident, a leak-
ing fuel truck carrying Iranian petrol, a
desperate atternpt to move it to safety, and
the catastrophic ignition during welding
paint a picture of vulnerability and a dire
need for systemic improvements.

The immediate aftermath of the blast
exposed critical shortcomings in the dis-
trict’s emergency response capabilities.
The district hospital’s lack of a dedicated
burns ward and necessary equipment
meant that severely injured individuals
faced agonizing delays in receiving spe-
cialized care. While the Chief Minister's
swift action in dispatching helicopter for
airlifting the critically injured to Quetta,
and subsequently to Karachi, is com-
mendable and undoubtedly saved lives,
it also underscores the inadequacy of
local healthcare infrastructure to handle
such emergencies. Relying on distant
facilities during the golden hour canbe a
matter of life and death.

This tragedy must serve as a powerf{ul
medium for change. Firstly, a comprehen-
sive review of safety protocols concerning

‘the transportation and handling of flam-
mable materials is urgently required. The
presence of sucha large quantity of fuel in

a public area, even temporarily, highlights
potential risks that need to be rigorously
addressed through stricter regulations
and enforcement.

Secondly, the incident throws a harsh
light on the waoeful state of emergency
services in many districts. The fire bri-
gade, a crucial first responder in such
situations, reportedly suffered damage
and injuries, indicating a potential lack
of adequale training and equipment to
handle large-scale industrial fires.
Investing in robust training programs
that equip firefighters with the special-
ized skills and gear needed to tackle
such infernos is paramount.
Furthermore, ensuring that every dis-
trict is equipped with a functional and
well-maintained fire tender is not a lux-
ury but a necessity.

Beyond the emergency responders,

public awareness plays a vital role in

preventing similar tragedies. The ten-
dency of onlookers to gather at the scene
of an accident, especially one involving
fire, puts countless lives at unnecessary
risk. The loss of life and the suffering
endured in Noushki should not be in
vain. This tragic event demands a multi-
pronged  response,  encompassing
stricter safety regulations, enhanced
emergency  response  capabilities,
increased public awareness, and a sig-
nificant investment in strengthening
healthcare infrastructure at the grass-
roots level. The lessons learned from
this inferno must ignite a commitment
to building a more resilient and pre-
pared future.
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