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Zero Digital Literacy, Zero \Futurc

Ralochistan, has long suffered from an abysmal education sy ‘stem. Whili2
the world advances toward artificial intelligence (AI) and super computing,
Balochistan's youth remain trapped in a cycle of illiteracy, incon 1petence, a nd
apathy. The traditional education system has failed miserably, wiith ghost
schools, absent teachers, and outdated curricula plaguing. If imme:diate
reforms are not implemented, Balochistan risks being left behind in the Al-
driven future, widening the gap between its youth and the rest of the techno-
logically advancing world. One of the most glaring issues in Balochistan's
education sector is the prevalence of ghost schools schools that exi:st only on
paper but have no students or teachers. Thousands of teachers draw salaries
without attending classes, while children in remote areas either receive sub-
standard education or none at all. Corruption in teacher recruitment, political
appointments, and lack of accountability have crippled the system. Even
when teachers are present, many lack the necessary qualifications and skkills
to educate students effectively. The majority of government school teachers
in Balochistan are hired through nepotism rather than merit, resulting in p.oor
teaching standards. Subjects like mathematics, science, and English critical
for future Al and tech based careers are taught inadequately, leaving students:
unprepared for higher education or modem job markets. Balochistan's cur-
riculum has barely evolved over the past few decades. While countries like
China, the U.S., and even other Pakistani provinces integrate coding, robot-
ics, and Al basics into school syllabi, Balochistan's students still rely on rote
memorization of outdated textbooks.

There is zero emphasis on digital literacy, leaving the youth ill equipped to
compete in a world dominated by Al, machine learning, and automation.
Worldwide, Al is transforming industries, healthcare, finance, agriculture, and
defense are all being revolutionized by machine leaming and automation.
Pakistan, though lagging, has at least initiated Al policies in provinces like
Punjab and Sindh, where tech incubators and Al courses are being introduced
in universities. However, Balochistan has no such initiatives, meaning its
youth will be left with obsolete skills in an Al-dominated job market. The
harsh reality is that low skilled jobs are most vulnerable to Al automation. If
Balochistan's youth continue to receive subpar education, they will only qual-
ify for menial labor jobs that Al and robots will soon take over. Without
proper training in Al, data science, and programing, Balochistan's next gener-
ation faces unemployment and economic marginalization. Even if Al educa-
tion is introduced, the digital divide will remain a major hurdle. While Quetta
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may see some tech initiatives, rural areas where most of Balochistan's popu-
ack electricity, internet access, and even basic school infrastruc-

lation lives |
ture. Without addressing these foundational issues, Al education will remain
a distant dream for most Baloch students. Immediate reforms in teacher
accountability is needed, along with Biometric attendance systems must be
enforced to eliminate ghost teachers. Regular teacher training programs
should be mandated to improve teaching standards. Merit-based hiring must
replace political appointments in the education sector.

Al and coding should be integrated into school curricula, starting from see-
ondary level. Partnerships with tech companies (like Google, Microsoft, or
local startups) can provide free online courses. Establishment of IT labs in
every district with intemet access. Expansion of internet connectivity to
Temote areas through projects like Balochistan's Digital Initiative. Solar-pow-
ered schools to ensure uninterrupted electricity for digital learning. Mobile
education vans to reach children in far-flung regions. Provincial government
scholarships for Baloch students in Al, robotics, and computer science.
Hackathons and tech competitions to encourage innovation among youth. M
Collaboration with universities in Karachi, Lahore, and Islamabad for remote
learning opportunities. If the current education system of Balochistan remains
unchanged, the province's youth will be rendered obsolete in the Al era. The
government, civil society, and private sector must collaborate to overhaul
education, introduce technology-driven learning, and bridge the digital
divide. The world is moving toward Super Al and automation Balochistan
cannot afford to stay behind. The time for reforms is now, or the future will
leave Balochistan's youth in the shadows of progress. Balochistan's survival
in the Al era hinges on one question: Will the province reform today or face
permanent obsolescence? The alternative? A lost generation, trapped in
poverty while the world advances without them. The time to act is now
Balochistan cannot afford to wait.
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Energy crisis

After more than two decades of
severe electricity load- shedding, power
generation has largely relied on experr
sive sources instead of cheap hydel
power. In this way, Pakistan has suc-
ceeded in balancing the supply and
demand of electricity, but with the rise
in the value of the dollar, the cost of
production has been steadily rising.
The wage-earners and the country’s
industries cannot bear the burden
Some districts of Balochistan, espe-
cially the future economic hub of
Gwadar, are still deprived of getting
the required amount of electricity from
the national grid and 150 MW of elec-
tricity is being supplied to Gwadar,
Panjgur and Turbat districts from
neighbouring country Iran.

Iran has vast potential to generate
electricity due to its vast oil and gas
reserves and has repeatedly offered
assistance to Pakistan in fulfilling its
needs. Balochistan is the largest prov-
ince in the country in terms of area with
huge potential for cheap power genera-
tion at the local level. Whether it is oil
and gas or electricity, the productive
capacity of all of them is present in the
country. It is important that energy
issues be addressed permanently, using
all available resources, rather than tem-
porary arrangements. Scattered popula-
tion in Balochistan particularly is a
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major hurdle behind provision of elec-
tricity to Balochistan but at the same
time the federal government always
paid little focus towards Balochistan
which can be evident from the fact that
the Makran division is still not con-
nected with the national grid. It is more
than surprising to imagine that
Balochistan has only 36 percent electric-
ity facility in 2022, as the rest of the 64
percent is in the dark The electricity
given to 36 percent of the area is also not
upto the mark and long hours of load-
shedding further increase the problems
of masses. In remote areas, only six to
eight hours of electricity is supplied to
the domestic and agriculture tube-
wells. To develop Balochistan and
remove the sense of deprivation it is
inevitable that the federal government
must ensure maximum provision of
electricity to Balochistan and stop any
discrimination towards it in any sector.
Balochistan has great potential to gen-
erate electricity from other sources such
as solar and wind but unfortunately the
provincial and federal governments are
not focusing on this direction. The fed-
eral and provincial governments must
implement the project of converting
agri-tube wells into solar as soon as pos-
sible. Hopefully, the federal govern-
ment will take concrete steps to address
power issues throughout the country
including that of Balochistan and its
Makran division which is epicenter of
China Pakistan Economic Corridor.
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