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Express

Quetta

~ Bugti stresses transparency, resource
-alignment in education projects
By Our Reporter

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Sarfraz
Bugti emphasized the nced to align estimated
costs with allocated resources in the Education
Department's umbrella schemes to avoid wastage
and ensure effective project completion. He
stressed that districts lagging behind in education
should be prioritized to reduce disparities.

He expressed these views while chairing a
high-level meeting at the Chief Minister's
Secretariat to review the progress and improve-
ment of the Education Department's umbrella
schemes,

The meeting included a detailed review of
ongoing and proposed projects, focusing on
transparency and effective implementation. The
Chief Minister directed that a comprehensive
and systematic survey be conducted across all
districts to accurately assess educational needs
and support fact-based planning.

He further instructed that the distribution of
resources must be based solely on merit and
transparency, without any compromise, pressure,
or political interference. Priority should be given
to schools lacking basic facilities to promote

grassroots educational development,

The Chief Minister also dirccted the activation
of monitoring committees at the district level to
oversee development projects effectively. He
underscored the importance of transparency and
measurable outcomes in all schemes.

Bugti stressed the importance of incorporating
input from local communities to ensure that edu-
cation projects are aligned with ground realities.

The meeting was attended by Provincial
Minister for Education Rahecla Hameed Khan
Durrani, Provincial Finance Minister Shoaib
Nosherwani, Advisor for Local Government
Amir Hamza Khan Zechri, Additional Chief
Secretary for Planning and Devclopment Hafiz
Abdul Basit, Principal Secretary to the Chief
Minister Babar Khan, Education Secretary Saleh
Muhammad Nasir, Finance Secretary Imran
Zarkoon, and other senior officials from relevant
departments,

The Chief Minister directed all officials to
uphold institutional reform, transparent process-
es, and effective implementation to bring about
real change in the education sector.
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CM . ency and merit, free from pnlitiéal influence or pressure.
, Acting Governor

Schools lacking basic facilitics should be prioritized to ensure
discuss provincial

grassrools educational improvement. .
The Chicf Minister alsa directed the activation of district-
development, governance
Bugti directs improvement in
'Education department

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chicf Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti
metwith Acting Governor Captain (R) Abdul Khaliq Achakzai
at the Governor House in Quetta on Monday.

Discussions focused on the current provincial situation,
good governance, the limely completion of development pro-
jects. and cnsuring their benefits reach the public. The Acting
Governor emphasized the effective use of the provincial
budget and compleling projects on schedule to combat pov-
erty, unemployment, and backwardness. He also stressed the
need for a comprehensive stralegy 10 activate technical and
vocational institutions province-wide, aiming to provide qual-
ity education and modern skills 10 youth. Both leaders agreed
10 maintain ongoing consuliations for the province’s progress.

Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti chaired an -

important meeting at the Chief Minister Secretariat on
Monday focused on the progress and improvement of the
Education Department’s “umbrella schemes.” The meeting
reviewed the progress, transparency. and effective implemen-
tation of ongoing and proposed schemes. ‘

Chicf Minister Bugti directed officials 1o conduct a compre-
hensive survey of educational peeds across all districts to
epable fact-based planning. He stressed the need for coordina-
tion between esumated costs and allocated resources for
umbrella schemes lo prevent waste and ensure etTective com-
pletion. Bugti clarified that districts lagging in education
should receive priority 10 address imbalances. He emphasized
that resource distribution must be based solely on transpar-

level monitoring commitiees for effective oversight and
stressed incorporating local community opinions and needs
into education planning. The meeting was attended by
Provincial Education Minister Rahcela Hameed Khan
Durrani. Finance Minister Mir Shoaib Noshirwani, Advisor
on Local Governments Nawabzada Baba Amir Hamza Khan
Zehri, Additional Chief Secrelary Planning and Development
Hafiz Abdul Basit, Principal Sccrefary to the CM Babar Khan,
Secretary Education Saleh Muhammad Nasir, Secrelary
Finance Imran Zarkoon, and other senior officials. The Chief
Minister urged authorities 1o prioritize institutional improve-
ment. transparent procedures, and effective implementation
for real change in the education sectar.

On the 87th death anniversary of Allama Muhammad Iqbal,
Balochistan Chiet Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti stated that the
life of the “Poet of the East” serves as a beacon for all

Pakistanis, especially the youth. He noted that Iqbal’s poetry
instilled a spirit of freedom, liberty. and collective identity
among Mushms. !

Bugti stressed the need for mational unity for Pakistan’s
development and prosperity. urging citizens 10 understand
Igbal's philosophy and remain uaited o counter enemics and -
destructive elements, working collectively for the nation’s’
welfare. :
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Vaccinate Today or Regret
Tomorrow: Choice is Clear

Let us unite to protect our children, because their health today
defines our nation's tomorrow. The alarming rise in polio cases in
Balpchistan is a wake-up call. We cannot afford complacency. With
sustained efforts, community cooperation, and unwavering political
-fvill, we can defeat polio. Every child vaccinated is a step toward erad-
ication. Let us unite to ensure that no more children suffer from this
preventable disease. The time to act is now for the sake of
Balochistan's future. Polio continues to be a persistent threat in
Pakistan, with Balochistan emerging as the most concerning hotspot.
In 2024 alone, the province reported 27 cases the highest in the coun-
try. Over the past decade, Balochistan has recorded 74 cases, highlight-
ing a dangerous trend that demands immediate action. These numbers
are not just statistics; they represent children whose lives have been
permanently affected by a disease that is entirely preventable. The
fight against polio cannot be won without public cooperation. Parents
must understand that refusing vaccination puts not only their child at
risk'but the entire community.

The vaccine is safe, free, and a critical shield against a devastating
disease. Religious scholars, teachers, and local leaders must play their
part in spreading awareness. Balochistan's polio crisis is a test of our
collective resolve. With determined efforts, community engagement,
and strong political will, we can eradicate this disease. Every vaccinat-
ed child is a step toward a polio-free future. Polio, a crippling and
potentlally fatal disease, continues to haunt Palustan w1th B‘\]OChlSt'm
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€merging as the most vulnerable region in recent years. According to
the Polio Er.

adication Program, Balochistan reported 27 cases in 2024
alo“‘? the highest among all provinces. From 2015 to 2025, the
Province has recorded a staggering 74 cases, painting a grim picture of
the Challenges faced in eliminating this preventable disease. These fig-
Ures are not just statistics; they represent children whose lives have
bee_n irrevocably altered by a disease that the world is on the verge of
eradicating.

The situation demands urgent action. The anti-polio campaign in
BﬂIOthstan must be carried out with unwavering commitment, robust
Strategies, and community engagement. The need of the hour is to
spread awareness, dispel myths, and encourage parents to welcome
polio vaccination teams rather than resist them. The future of
Balochistan's children depends on it. Balochistan's struggle with polio
is multifaceted. The province faces unique challenges, including a scat-
tered population, difficult terrain, limited healthcare infrastructure, and |
persistent misinformation about vaccines. While other provinces have l
made significant progress in reducing polio cases, Balochistan remains i
a hotspot. The 27 cases reported in 2024 are a sharp increase compared l
to previous years, indicating a worrying regression in eradication
efforts. The fight against polio is not just the government's duty, itis a
societal obligation. Parents must understand that refusing vaccination
endangers not only their child but the entire community. The vaccine is
safe, free, and a lifeline for a healthy future. Religious scholars, teach-
ers, journalists, and local influencers must amplify the message that
Islam promotes safeguarding children's health.

————
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: " Balochistan’s

thirsty future

The recent briefing to the Senate
on Planning,
Deyelopment and Special Initiatives
Paintsaconcerningpictureof Balochistan’s
water security and overall progress. The
commitiec’s expressed worry over the sig-

- nificant delays in the construction of cru-

cial dams across the province is entirely

“justified and should serve as a wake-up

call for both the provincial and federal
governments. The sheer scale of the delays
is alarming. Out of 23 ongoing dam pro-

. jects,a staggering 18 are behind schedule,

and the completion deadlines for 14 have
already passed. Furthermore, the stalling
of four projects due to escalating costs
adds another layer of complexity to this
already precarious situation. Balochistan,

‘aregion perpetually grappling with water

scarcity, desperately needs these dams to
ensure agricultural sustainahility, provide
clean drinking water to its populace, and

 foster economic growth. The fact that onl

21.7% of the estimated Rs18283 hillion
project cost has been utilized, despite
Rs50.55 billion already being spent, raises

“ serious questions about project manage-

ment, finandal planning, and the effi-

. ciency of resource allocation. The primary
¢ culprits identified funding issues and ris-
. ing project costs are not new challenges in

large-scale - infrastructure development.

- However, the extent of the delays suggests

St

52 2 APR 2005

asystemic failure in anticipating and miti-
gating these obstacles. Were adequale fea-
sibility studies conducted? Were robust
financial safeguards put in place? Were
potential inflationary pressures factored
into the initial cost estimates? These are
crucial questions that demand transpar-
ent answers. The consequences of these
delays extend far beyond mere inconven-
ience. The lack of reliable water sources
can also fuel social unrest and impede
efforts to improve the quality of Jife for the
people of Balochistan. While the Standing
Committee’s directive to submit a special
incentive plan for tourism in Gwadar and
its inquiry into development efforts in the
port city are important, these initiatives
cannot be divorced from the fundamental
need for water security. Sustainable tour-
ism and industrial growth in Gwadar, or
any part of Balochistan, are intrinsically
linked to the availability of reliable water
resources. The provincial government
must prioritize addressing the bottlenecks
hindering the completion of these vital
dam projects. The Senate Standing
Committee’s concern must translate into
concrete action. It is imperative that both
the federal and provincial governments
work collaboratively to expedite the com:
pletion of these dam projects. The future
of Balochistan’s development, and the
well-being of its people, hinges on ensur-
ing a secure and sustainable water supply.
Further delays are not just sethacks; they
are a disservice to the province and a
threat to its long-term prosperity. The time
for decisive action is now.
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T'he many layeré of

Balochistan issue

IN the wake of protest
marches by groups of people
in Balochistan, some Indian
media outlets continue to
paint a doomsday civil war
Scenario in the province.
True, there is some degree of
discontent in Balochistan,
and some sabotage and ter-
rorist activities take place
from time to time by banned
terrorist groups.

But it is an open secret that
these acts of terrorism are
largely supported by India
and -other hostile foreign
powers that do not want a
stable Pakistan.

It is true that successive
governments have not been
able to redress the grievances
of the people in Balochistan,
but other ground realities are
hugely overlooked by the
Baloch leadership and main-
stream opposition parties.

Balochistan is a vast land-
mass where majority of
human settlements are situat-
ed far apart, separated by dif-
ficult and mountainous ter-
rains, This makes it an uphill
task for any government to
provide facilities, like natu-
ral gas, electricity, education
and healthcare, to the people
living in remote arcas that
arc often unreachable.

Furthermore, there is lack
bt’ skilled local workforce,

~and whenever skilled people

from. Punjab and other
provinces go there to work

on development projects, the
militants target them.

The engineers from our
all-weather friend China are
also targeted by these terror-
ist groups. It is understand-
able that India, along with
other hostile forcign forces,
would continue efforts to
destabilise Balochistan, and
ultimately Pakistan. But why
should our own pcople
€ncourage terrorists in the
name of so-called national-
ism?

It is a fact that the majori-
ty of tribal leaders become
patriotic and federalists
when they happen to be in
power, but, once out of
power, they incite the local
people against the central
government.

This, of course, they do for
their own financial interests.
They want their share in
power, which they some-
times do not get. This irri-
tates them. They are not
bothered at all about the lack
of facilitics, or the sense of
depri-vation and marginali-
sation among their own peo-
ple. How can all Baloch
leaders be ‘accommodated’
or made chiefl ministers?
These tribal chiefs keep per-
sonal armies of thousands of
militants and even have pri-
vate jails for the very people
they apparently raise their
voices for. They live luxuri-
ous lives. Has any of them

estab- lished a school or
health facility for those very
people?

It is clear that Baloch trib-
al chiefs just do not want
their people’s plight to end
through education, employ-
ment  and  development
because the majority of the
chieftains thrivc on exploita-
tion, and they unabashedly
exploit the vulnerability and
backwardness of the Baloch.

It is time the mainstream
and regional political leader-
ship rose above their party
and personal interests, and
called a spade a spade.

This they would do only
when they are serious about
resolving the major issues
related to Balochistan, and
only then the process of
development and empower-
ment of Balochistan would
take place in realistic terms.

And, when that happens,
the country’s enemies would
not find a conducive envi-
ronment for sponsoring ter-
rorist acts because they
would fail to find a reason to
instigate any propaganda
against the statc of Pakistan.

But the big question is:
will those who are supposed

- to do this ever prioritise their

people’s welfare instead of
their own vested and rather
narrow financial interests?
That remains to be answered.
Gulsher Panhwer
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Govt to safeguard ‘Ilves and property’

QuETTA. Chief Minister of Balocms:an Mir Sarfraz
* Bugti on Saturday expressed satisfaction over a suc-

cessful counter-terrorism operation conducted by
security forces in the Duki district. Commending |
the bravery of the security personnel, including the
Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD), Frontier Corps
(FC), and other security agencies who conducted

the successful operation, the Chief Minister lauded :
their dedication and courage in the fight against ter-
rorism. He reiterated that state insdtutions remain
fully active and committed in their mission to elimi-

-nate terrorism from the province. “All conspiracies
aimed at destabilizing Balochistan will be foiled,”
said CM Bugti in a statement, The Chief Minister
emphasized that the provincial government is
taking all possible measures to ensure the livesand ;
property of people. arp

Social media policy in pipeline
QUETTA. Chief Minister of Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz
Bugd, in a meeting with prominent social media
influencers, announced that the provindal govern-
ment is set to introduce Balochistan's first-ever
social media policy. Speaking on the occasion, Chief
Minister Bugt emphasized the undeniable power of ~
social media in the modern age and highlighted the ~
urgent need to guide the youth in the right direction.
“In today’s world, the influence of sodal media ca.nnot
be igriored. It can either serve as a tool for progress
_ ora weapon for misinformation,” he remarked. The
Chief Minister acknowledged that while social media
provides a platform for accountability and constructive
criticism, it also has the potental to mislead young
minds. “We will welcome positive aitidsm and use
it to strengthen our reform process,” he said, adding
v that governance flaws pointed out on digital platforms
will be addressed in a productive manner. Arp

vl
"l

CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

