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Baloehlstan

Express

Restoration of Kachhi Canal completed,
CM releases Rs. 100m in funds

Bv Our Reporter

QUETTA: The Irrigation Department of
Balochistan has successfully restored the Kachhi
Canal, which was severely damaged during the
devastating floods of 2022. With the restoration
complete, imgation has resumed over 50,000
acres of agricultural land in Dera Bugti.
Simultaneously, emergency desilting operations
have commenced across the province's canal sys-
tem 1o ensure uninterrupted water flow.

According to  Secretary  Irrigation,
Balochistan, Hafiz Abdul Majid, most of the
province's canals are earthen, and due to year-
round water flow, silt and river sand tend to
accumulate, obstructing smooth water passage.
To address this, annual desilting operations are
carried out during the scheduled water closure,
which this year is from April 15 to April 30.

To facilitate the work, Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti has released Rs. 100
million in special funds. These resources are
being utilized to expedite and efficiently com-
plete the desnllmg process.

Desilting work on the Main Pat Feeder Canal
has already begun successfully at RD 245, where
two bulldozers and nine excavators are currently
operational. An additional bulldozer and three
more excavators will be deployed to the site on
April 20. The operation is being carried out in
two 9-hour shifts to ensure maximum progress
each day. The department has set a target to com-
plete all desilting work by May 5. Field teams
have been strictly instructed to work without
delays or negligence, and any lax behavior will
not be tolerated. All available resources are being
deployed to achieve the set goal.

Under the leadership of Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti and Provincial Irrigation Minister
Mir Mohammad Sadiq Umrani, significant steps
are being taken to improve Balochistan's irriga-
tion infrastructure. From canal rehabilitation to
structured desilting and deployment of modern
machinery, these efforts mark a vital move
toward agricultural development and cconomic
stability for the farmers of the province.

ﬂ

FOUNDED BY SIDDIQ BALUCH
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- CM praises Christian
CoOmmunity’s role in
development

Balochistan and Pakistan,

. He affirmed the Balochistan Bovernment’s determination to
protect the constitutional, social, and religious rights of al
minorities, Stating that unity js essential to building a peace-
ful, developed. and Prosperous province and country. CM
Bugti emphasized that promoting religious tolerance, har-
mony, and brotherhood fosters a society where every individ-

. ual enjoys equality, respect, and religious freedom.

. He directed Security agencies to ensure foolproof security
arrangements at places of worship and celebration for Easter,
reiterating that providing religious frecdom and complete pro-
tection 1o all citizens js a top state priority. He concluded by
expressing his best wishes for the development, prosperity,

Prayers for the stability of the natjon.
Moreover, Provincial Minister Sardar Abdul Rehman
Khetran offered his heartfelt congratulations to the Christian -
community on the auspicious occasion of Easter. In his mes-
sage, he described Easter as a unjversal message of hope, new
beginnings, and human solidarity, extending beyond a reli-
Bious festival, 1
Minister Khetran stated tha the Balochistan government
regards minorities as vital pillars of national development and
deeply values the contributions of the Christian community,
He lauded the commendable services provided by Christian
individuals in the sectors of education, health, and social wel.
fare, highlighting their sacrifices and loyalty to the country as
shining examples for society. He stressed the importance of
promoting interfaith harmony, noting that such occasions pro-
- vide opportunities for mutual understanding and collaboration
towards building a peaceful Balochistan,
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Protecting
Precious wildlife

Wildlife is known to be the capital of
any country and protecting this invalua-
le creation of nature is our duty as a
nation like other responsible countries.
However, it is a bitter reality that despite
the establishment of wildlife depart-
ments at the provincial level and their
sub-laws and prohibitions, since the
establishment of Pakistan, wildlife, far
from being protected, has been merci-
lessly damaged, which has led to a rapid
decline in the number of rare birds and
animals. Like other provinces of the
country, Balochistan, which constitutes
almost hall of the country in terms of
area, wildlife is not limited to specific
places, animals and birds found in settle-
ments are also in need of constructive
human behavior. The importance of
wildlife conservation in Balochistan can.
not be overstated, Ecologically, the prov-
ince’s diverse ccosystems play a crucial
role in maintaining environmental bal-
ance. Healthy wildlife populations con-
tribute to pollination, seed dispersal, and
nutrient cycling, all vital for the function-
ing of these ecosystems. Many species
found in Balochistan, such as the Chiltan
wild goat, Balochistan black bear, and

various migratory birds, are endemic or

< hold international conservation signifi-
cance. Their presence indicates the health

e
X ‘f:?p‘“ﬂ q

caigchistan Time Qualia
__Deted 4 _APD 9095

and resilience of the local environment.
Due to lack of protection of wildlife,
many rare wild animals have now
become almost rare and in this regard,
the government and the relevant depart-
ment will have to make special arrange-
ments. Wildlife trade is considered a
lucralive business and many people are
illegally involved in this business, which |
threatens the survival of wild animals.
The wildlife and bird trade is allegedly
spreading due to the negligence and
facilitation of some corrupt officials of the
relevant departments and no one is ask-
ing questions. Despite the ban, poachers
are openly engaged in this work. The
experts believe that in Balochistan the
wildlife is in danger due to population
growth and facing threat mainly because
of human activities. Thus the govern-
ment has to resolve human wildlife con-
flict through education and strict imple,
mentation of law to provide a safe envi:
ronment to the species. The governmen
should raid illegal bird markets to dis
courage the trade of wild animals anc
birds. There is a need fora vigorous cam
paign in Balochistan against the element:
involved in the protection of wild bird:
and animals and their hunting and trade
which needs to be spread throughout the
province. Other provincial governments
should also come forward, not only ille-
gal bird markets, but also the forest envi-
ronment should be made effective in
every way for the breeding of animals
and birds according to wildlife laws.
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BNP-M announces
new round of rallies
across Balochistan

% OURCORRESPONDENT (MNA)Agha Hasan Baloch, |
QUETTA Advocate Sajid Tarin, andl
Balochistan National Party- other senior leaders. The |
Mengal (BNP-M) Chief Sardar ‘meeting reviewed the out-t
Akhtar Mengal has an- comes of the sit-in and |
nounced upcoming ralliesin 1aid out the party’s future 1
Khuzdar on April 23, Gwadar strategy. !
on Aprl 25, Noshid on April ~ Mengal commended |
27, and a major public gath- BNP-M workers for their
ering in Quetta on May 2. dedication during the pro-

He said that when courts longed protest, saying their |
are unable to provide justice, perseverance under difficult
people often feel compelled to  conditions reflected the par-
Taise their voices, as the party  ty’s determinadon.
announced anew round of He expressed Concern
protest rallies following its over the recent agreement
20-day sit-in in Lakpass. between the provincial

Mengal was speaking at government and Pakistan
a press conference at the Petroleum Limited (PPL),
BNP-M headquarters in suggesting it could compro-
Quetta on Friday, accom- mise Balochistan's resource
panied by former Member rights and the spirit of the
of National Assembly 18th Amendment.
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