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- Khichi Canal, Quetta—Karachl i
Highway projects to change
de stiny: Bugti

Welcomes decmon to use fuel pnce cut beneﬁts for BalochJstan S development

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Balochistan Chiel

* Minister Mir Sarfaraz Begti. while

addressing 3 press conference here
plong with Federal Ministars Jam
Kamal Khan and Mir Khalid Khan
Magsi, saud that the (Quetta-Karach
National Highway, also known as
RCD Highway. is # siogle-lane road
that has always been a cause of sen-
ous scaidents. Chief Mmuster Mir
Sarfraz Bugt welcomed the federal
government's decision 1o utilize wav-
ings from reduced glubal petrcleum
prices for development projects in the
pm\')mc.

e bt i

The common perception among
the publi regardmg this highway 5
that it is known as the "bloody road”.
He sard that the people of Balochistan
and memlbers of parhament have
always demanded from the federal
government 1o mzke the Queta-
Karach: National Highway two-lage.
This 1s the okdest highway m
Balochistan, and the special intetest
of the Prime Minister of Pakistan 1o
fts construction is proof that the solu-
von 10 problems comes from demo-
cratic institutions, especially the
Parlament. »

The Chief Minister said that this
project involves the participation of

every Pakistan:, and for the pecple of
Balochistan, 1t is a practical mamifes-
tation of the love and solidarity of the
people of the entire country. He said
that the Khichi Canal project was
started 24 years ago today, but its sec-
ond phase could not be implemented.
Now be expresses hus special grati-
tude to the Prime Munister of Pakistan
and the federal cabinet for the deci-
sion to complete this important pro-
fectearly. The ChiefMinister thanked
the Prime Minister of Pakistan for
inviting him o attend the federal
cabinel meeting and said that there
will be no compromise on the quality
of construction of the Quetta-Karachi

highway. He said that both the
Quetta-Karachi highway and the
Khichi Canal projects have the poten-

tal to change the destiny of '

Balochistan and will prove to be a

milesione in economic and social |

development in Balochistan,

The Chief Minister of Balochistan
said that the Khichi Canal project will
be the forerunner of an agricultural
revolution in the province and wil]
create new employment opportuni-
ties. Al the end of the press confer.
ence, he once again expressed his
heartfeh gratiude to the Prime
Minister of Pakistan, the federal cabi.
riet and Lhe people of the country,
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Bu’gti welcomes decision to use fuel
price cut benefits for Balochistan

ISLAMABAD: Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti on Wednesday welcomed the
federal government's decision 1o wtilize savings
from reduced global petroleum prices for devel-
opment projects in the pravinee.

Addressing a press conference alongside
Commerce Minister Jam Kamal and Science and
Technology Minister Khalid Magsi, Bugti stated
that instead of lowering fucl prices, the funds
would be allocated to critical infrastructure ini-
tiatives,

These include the dualization of the N-25
highway and the completion of Phase 2 of the
Kachhi Canal.

Bugti expressed gratitude to Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif for allocating funds to key
provincial projects, particularly the development
of the N-25 highway and the upgrade fulfills a
key public demand, transforming the notoriously
dangerous Karachi-Chaman route - once called

the "Bloody Highway" - into a modern thorough-
fare,

The project aims to enhance regional connec-
tivity and unlock economic potential, addressing
years of local concerns.

Bugti emphasized that the N-25 project would
serve national interests, with all citizens con-
tributing to its progress.
the government's broader strategy to enhance
infrastructure and stimulate cconomic growth in
Balochistan. The chicf minister stressed that bor-
der trade and smuggling are fundamentally dif-
ferent, clarifying that the government aims to
regularize cross-border commerce through Ongo-
ing talks with federal authorities.

He cmphasized a two-pronged approach:
cracking down on smuggling while creating
legitimate, profitable business opportunities for
locals. "We will eliminate illicit activities but
promote genuine trade,” Bugti affirmed.-APP

The initiative reflects |
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gal's decision

to end Lakpass sit-in

_OUETTA: Balochistan
Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugyj
has said that while the govcri-
ment made efforts to end the
Balochistan National Party
('BNP)'S sit-in, the final deci-
Sion to call it off was made
Sardar Akhtar Mengal himscll){
a decision he welcomed, ’

Speaking on private TV
ch:'annels, he emphasized that
using sit-ins to influence Judi-
cial matters by £Toups associ-
ated- with terrorists is not
appropriate,

.He said, "The Constitution
8tves me the right to stand with
that helpless woman whose
son and husband were dragged
_oﬁ' buses and killed. Protest is
# everyone's constitutional right,

Vbut no one will be allowed to

By Our Reporter

bloeyi: roads or vandalize prop-

crty.

Bugti added thar_intelli.,
gence-based operations against
terronism are ongoing in the
province, He warned that ter-
rorists aim to break the state at
gunpoint, and every citizen
must stand against this. He also
stressed that the solution to
Balochistan's problems lies in
establishing a corruption-free
_System, which the government
Is striving to achicve.

.l_-le mentioned that opportu-
nities  for education and
employment are being provid-
ed to youth abroad 1o eliminate
mental unrest. "The youth of
Balochistan lack not ability,
but opportunities - and we arc
working Continued an nam- =}
to change that,"” he said.
Talking about the health-
care system, Bugti said
that although Rs. 80 bil-
lion were allocated annu-
ally to the health depart-
ment, the funds were not
being utilized.

"We identified
issue.

It was not the fault of
any Punjabi or the state.
Now we're introducing
reforms in the health sec-
tor. We've ensured merit-
based recruitment and are
committed to completing
these reforms.” he added.

Bugti referenced a state-
ment by the Army Chief,
saying, "As the Army
Chief rightly stated, 1,500
terrorists ~tannot harm
Pakistan. Every time ter-
rorism has  spiked in
Balochistan, confusion has
spread. across Pakistan,
clouding the nature of the
conflict.”

this

ism in Balochistan should
not be confused with reli-
gious extremism else-
where in the country.
Referring to the recent
train attack, he said the
nation is now seeing these
attacks clearly for what
they are - acts of terror
against the state.

He emphasized that
restoring peace and order
in Balochistan is a top pri-
ority and that intelligence-
based operations are yield-
ing major successes.

Locals are also cooper-
ating by providing crucial
information about terrorist
movements, which is a
positive sign.

Bugti revealed that ter-

rorists were planning a

repeat of the August 26
attack - where innocent
passengers were pulled off

buses and killed - but an

operation based on local
intelligence foiled the
plan, resulting ‘in the

He clarified that terror-

killing of nine terrorists.

"We are working to fur-
ther strengthen this infor-
mation-sharing system,”
he said.

He further said that in
the past, it was believed
that the conflict in
Balochistan was between
the army and terrorists, but
now it's clear that this is
every citizen's fight.

"These terrorists want to
dismantle the state by
force, which is unaccept-
" able.

That's why the people of
Balochistan - now stand
shoulder to shoulder with
their secunty forces - and
that's 2 welcome change."

He urged the interim
Afghan government and
the United States to help
eliminate the black market
of weapons _ in
Afghanistan, which would

aid in defeating terrorism

and promoting peace in the
* region.
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BHC: passesthe
buck on Mahrang’s.
detention case

© OUR CORRESPONDENT
QUETTA

The Balochistan High Court (BHC) on{
Tuesday disposed of a constitutional peti- |.
don seeking the release of Baloch Yakjehd |
Committee (BYC) chief organiser Dr Mahrang
Baloch, directing the petitioner to approach |i
the Balochistan home department. i
A division bench comprising Acting {
Chief Justice Ejaz Ahmed Swad and Justice
Muhammad Aamir Rana heard the peti-
tion. Instead of issuing a ruling on the
matter, the court converted the constitu-
tonal petition into a representation and
forwarded it to the provincial home secre-
tary for appropriate action.
- The bench advised the petitioner to first
raise the matter with the home depart-
ment to determine the legality of the
Maintenance of Public Order (MPO) under |
which Mahrang had been detained.
Advocate Imran Baloch, representing
the petitioner, argued that the plea was
MAHRANG BALOCH, PAGE 6
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