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QOil prices relief to be diverted to ’

- fund Balochistan projects: PM

- Unveils special courts, other incentives for overseas Pakistanis
‘Even ten generations of terrorists can’t harm Pakistan COAS

Staff Report
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on

Tuesday announced that instead of -

passing on the relief of reduced oil
prices in international market to the
consumers. the government would
use the saved money for the recon-
struction of the N-25 Highway and
completion of Phase-II of the Kachhi
Canal project in Balochistan.

The prime minister made the
anpouncement while chairing the
federal cabinet meeting here, where
he declared the transformation of the
N-25, known infamously as the
“deadly road”, into a molorway-
standard highway.

He said that the decision reflected
the national commitment to

Ceaae

3 Balochistan's development and an
end to ycars of neglect.

“From a political and social per-
spective, it's time we addressed the
disparity. While motonways run

_through many parts of the couniry,
Balochistan has waijted far too long.
We will now chnnge the fate of the
N-25, from being a highway of trag-

. edyw ahighway of prosperity,” said

the prime minister.

He underlined that the N-25, con-
necting Karachi to Chaman via
Quetta, Kalat, and Khuzdar, had
claimed more than 2.000 lives in
recent years due to its poor condition
and single-lane structure.

PM Shchbaz announced that the
Rs300 billion reconstruction project
would now move forward under fed-
eral government’s supervision, w.ith
third-party validation to ensure high
standards.

“We will build this as a top-class
road, and I, along with Balochista{:
Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugn,
will personally supervise the pro-
gress,” the prime minpister stated. )

The highway was firstapproved in
FY2022-23, but progress stalled due
to funding gaps. The revival of the
pmjecl is now being supported by a
reallocation of resources made pos-
sible by falling global _pctroleum
prices. Rather than passing on the
full relief to consumers, the govern-
ment opted lo invest in strategic
infrastructure, the prime minister
said.

He also told the cabinct members
that Phase-II of the Kachhi Canal—a

Rs70 billion irrigation project—
would also be completed using the
same pool of funds.

“If completed, this project will
irrigate vast arca of Balochistan’s
arid land. It can transform agricul-

ture, improve livelihoods, -and
address food security. The only con-
dition is hard work,” he said.

Prime Minister Shehbaz erpha-
sized the judicious allocation of
resources keeping in view the needs
of all federating units.

He highlighted the Rs70 hillion
solanization of tubewells in
Balochistan—a joint initiative of the
federal and provincial govern-
ments—as a shining example of this
collaboration, with the federal gov-
etnment covering 70% of the cost.
The federal cabinet also took several
key decisions, including approval of
amendments to the Petroleum Levy
Ordinance (1961) to boost national
revenues, endorsement  of | the
Sustainable  Investment  Sukuk
Framework for issuing domestic
securities supporting environmental
and | rencwable energy projects,
greenlight for a bill to establish the
National Agri-Trade and Food Safety

e kit :

Authority, promoting agricultural
reform and food security,

On the occasion, Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti,
attending as a special guest, lauded
the Prime Minister’s decision to pri-
oritize long-ignored projects in
Balochistan. ' :

“The N-25 was indeed a bloody
road, but today you have shown com-
passion by diverting national
resources to address the pain and
deprivation of the people of
Balochistan,” Bugti added.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
announced on Tuesday a special
package for overseas Pakistanis,’
including the establishment of spe-~
cial courts for the speedy disposal of
their cases in the country.

Paying tribute to their services for
the -nation, the premier made the |-
announcement while addressing the
First Annual Overseas Pakistanis®
Convention in the federal capital, a
day after the country recorded record
rerittances of $4.1 billion, “Special
courts have been established jq
Islamabad for speedy disposal of
cases related to overseas Pakjstanic »
he added. St
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 Bugti directs best
medical treatment to
Mastung Blast injured

Staff Report

QU_ETI'A: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti,
while strongly condemning the terrorist attack in Mastung,
has said that the elements playing with innocent human lives
do niot deserve any concession. He said that the Balochistan
government shares the grief of the families of those martyred
in this heartbreaking incident and all possible help and sup-
port will be provided (o the affected people.

Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti has directed authorities to
ensure the best possible medical treatment for the injured per-
sonnel in Mastung blast. He also instructed Provincial Health

Minister Bakt K han Kakar to personally oversee the treatment

process of the injured palice personnel.

“No negligence will be tolerated in the medical care of the -

injured,” Chief Minister Bugti emphasized.

Condemning the attack on police personnel in Mastung,
Bugti assured that the Balochistan government stands in soli-
darity with the families of the martyrs. “Those involved in this
heinous act do not deserve any leniency,” he added.

Following the deadly blast near Kund Masuri in p,iasnmg
emergency has been declared at Bolan Medical College
Hospital and Civil Hospital Quettato accommodate the injured

, according to the Balochistan government spokes-

n.The injured, many of them in critical condition, are
being transferred from Mastung to Quetta for advanced medi-
cal care. At least three personnel of the Balochistan
Constabulary were martyred while 19 others sustained injuries
in a bomb blast targeting their vehicle on Dasht Road in the
Mastung district on Tuesday. Moreover, Provincial Minister
for Finance and Minerals Mir Shoaib Noshirwani strongly con-
demned the explosion on a police van in Mastung. In his con-
demnation statement, he said that po one will be allowed to
disturb the peace of the province and sleps are being taken to
deal with them. We appreciate the sacrifices and efforts o{npr
security agencies 10 suppress terrorism. Our cooperation is
with the security agencies to uproot terrorism. Our government
gives priority 10 providing peace and security o th_c people of
the province. Provincial Minister for Finance and Minerals Mir
Shoaib Noshirwani expressed condolences on the martyrdom
of the police personpel in the Mastung police van explosion and
said that I pray to Allah Almighty for the elevation 91: the ranks
of the martyrs and the speedy recovery of the-injured and

express my heartfelt sympathy o the families,
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' Sale of
substandard foo

The wibrant cooking landscape of
Quetta and other parts of Balechistan,
teeming with restaurants. food points,
and bustling food stalls harbars severe
impacts upon the human body. This
insidious practice, driven by unscrupu-
lous elements prioritizing profit over
public health, poses a significant threatto
the well-being of the masses. The appar-
ent lack of effective check and balance
mechanisms allows these harmful sub-
stances to proliferate, demanding imme-
diate and stringent action from the pro-
vincial government and the Balochistan
Food Authority (BFA). The consequences
of consuming substandard food, be it
adulterated oil, counterfeit beverages, or
contaminated milk, are far-reaching and
deeply detrimental to human health.
Children, the elderly, and those with
compromised immune systems are par-
ticularly vulnerable to the harmful
offects of these substandard products.
The economic burden on families and the
healthcare system due to food-borne ill-

" nesses is also substantial, further under-
scoring the urgency of addressing this
issue. The persistence of this problem
points to a systemic failure in oversight
and enforcement. While the Balochistan
Food Authority was established with the
mandate to ensure food safety and stand-

ards, its efforts appear to be insufficient
in stemming the tide of substandard food
being sold across the provinee. The sheer
volume of food establishments, coupled
with potential resource constraints and
loopholes in the regulatory framewark,
may be contributing to this challenge.
However, this cannot be an excuse for
inaction. The health and satety of the citi-
zens of Balochistan are paramount and
demand a more robust and proactive
approach. A multi-pronged strategy is
essential to effectively curb the sale of
substandard food. Firstly, the Balochistan
Food Authority must significantly inten-
sify its inspection and monitoring activi-
ties. This requires increasing the number
of trained food safety officers, equipping
them with the necessary resources and
technology for efficient testing and sur-
veillance. The current fines and punish-
ments may not be a sulficient deterrent
for individuals and businesses willing to
compromise public health for financial
gain. Exemplary punishments, including
hefty fines, business closures, and even
imprisonment for repeal offenders, are
necessary to send a strong message that
such practices will not be tolerated. The
sale of substandard food is not merely a
matter of economic malpractice; it is a
direct assault on the health and well-
being of the people of Balochistan. The
provincial  government and  the
Balochistan Food Authority have a moral
and legal obligation to protect their citi-
zens from this silent menace.
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