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; Local fishermen

~ Balochistan’s coastline, a vital artery

generating billions into Lhe national econ-

‘omy through its thriving fishing industry,

is ‘El‘(‘mically wilnessing the slow strangu-
lation of its very lifeblood, the local (isher-

‘men. The recent outcry from representa-
: tives of the fishing induslry in Gwadar

paints a grim picture of neglect, where

/ those who conlribute significantly to the

nation’s coffers are denied the most basic
necessities: reliable electricity and clean
drinking water. Their warning that the

. industry and its supporting ice faclories
. are fighting for survival should not be dis-

missed as mere rhetoric; it is a desperate
S05 from a community teetering on the
brink. The irony is stark and deeply unset-

- tling, Gwadar, heralded as the jewel in the

crown of the China-Pakistan Economic

" Corridor (CPEC), a beacon of future pros-
* perity, is failing to provide its foundational

economic drivers with the very infrastruc-
ture that underpins any modern enter-
prise. While grand development projects
and strategic partnerships garner national
attention, the local fishermen, who have
sustained their livelihoods and contrib-

- uted to the region’s economy for genera-

tions, are left to fend for themselves
against the tide of governmental apathy.

‘ The grievances are fundamental and

speak to a profound disconnect between

. the state’s developmental ambitions and

e. The
hefty bills to the
Quetta Electric Su ppl y Company Q 0)

the well-being of its local populac
complaint of paying

low-vollage electricity is
not just an inconvenience; it is a direcil
impediment lo their operations. Pro]onge':
power outages, as rightly decried by fac-
tory owners, lead to the spoilage of their
perishable calch, translating into signit-
cant financial losses and jeopardizing
their ability to compete, The water crisis
adds another layer of unbearable hard-
ship. The staggering expenditure of Rs.
500,000 to 600,000 per month lo purchase
water highlights a catastrophic failure of
the local authorities to provide this essen-
tial resource. In a region where 80% of the
population relies on fishing, the inability
to access clean and affordable water not
only impacts the industrial operations but
also threatens the health and well-being of
the entire community. This is not merely a
logistical challenge; it isa violation of basic
human rights. The demand for the fishing
industry to be included in the Gwadar
Free Zone and granted tax-[ree statusis a
logical and justitiable plea. The provincial
government, the Gwadar Development
Authority, and the Municipal Committee
cannol afford to remain passive spectators
to this unfolding crisis. 1t is lime for the
government o recognize the immense
contribution of the fishermen of
Balochistan and to address their griev-
ances wilh the urgency and seriousness
they deserve. Empty promises and grand
pronouncements will not suffice.

only lo receive
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