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A Geological Goldmine

The mineral wealth of Balochistan is staggering. Out of the 92
mineral deposits that have been identified across Pakistan, 50
commercially important minerals are found within Balochistan's
bOUDdari‘es. This includes crucial resources like Sui Gas, Copper,
Gold, Chromite, Lead, Zinc, Barite, and Marble. The province
encompasses an astonishing 600,000 square kilometers brimming
\Vlth these resources-an area that constitutes around 68% of
?aklstan's total landscape rich in minerals. Among these resource-
rich regions, the Reko Diq Copper Gold Mines near Chaghi serve
as a beacon of Balochistan's mineral potential. Renowned globally,
Reko Diq is home to the fifth-largest reserves of copper and gold,
with an estimated worth of $100 billion. The site contains approxi-
mately 5.9 billion tons of copper, alongside 41.5 million ounces of
gold and 22 million ounces of silver. This mineral-rich area spans
about 100 square kilometers and has the potential to revolutionize
the local economy once it goes into production by 2028. The eco-
nomic implications of exploiting Balochistan's mineral resources
are staggering. The Reko Diq project alone, with Balochistan hold-
ing a 25% stake, is set to provide a significant boost to local
employment and economic activity. Indeed, a remarkable 77% of
.the workforce at Reko Diq is composed of locals from
‘Balochistan, particularly from the Chaghi district. This local
-employment not only aims to empower communities economically
but also promises to foster a sense of ownership and responsibility
‘towards these resources. Effort to explore mineral deposits under
commercial licenses spans 39 different sites within Balochistan.
‘These explorations are not merely technical exercises but are vital

for integrating advanced methods of extraction that could yield
higher returns, while also ensuring sustainable practices that will
safeguard the environment and heritage of the region.

Balochistan's mineral wealth is not a recent phenomenon. The
Sui gas field, discovered in 1952, is one of the early signs of the
province's vast subterranean riches. Over the last six decades, this
field, believed to contain about 9 trillion cubic feet of reserves, has
been a primary source of natural gas for Pakistan. Even today, it
'supplies approximately 400 to 500 billion cubic feet of gas annual-
ly. Collaboration between the Mining and Resource Development
Company Limited (MRDCL) and Chinese partners has been an
‘ongoing venture in the region. For 23 years, copper excavation in

' Sendak, Chaghi, has yielded approximately 340,000 tons of cop-
‘;pér‘, with an estimated 300,000 tons left to be extracted in the com-
“ing years. Such activities illustrate the province's pivotal role in

the national economy, yet they also represent a myriad of chal-
lenges that must be surmounted. Despite this wealth of mincrals,
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the province faces substantial challenges; infrastructural develop-

- ment is sorely needed to facilitate extraction and transportation.
Furthermore, socio-political stability is paramount for attracting
foreign investment and ensuring that the benefits of mineral
\yealth accrue to local communities rather than foreign corpora-
tions. The region has long struggled with issues of governance,
law and order, and local grievances, which have, in the past, been
barriers to economic development. There lies an urgent nced for
environmental considerations. The extraction of resources can
Jeopardize local ecosystems if not managed responsibly.
Policymakers must ensure balanced development that addresses
the community's needs while conserving natural resources.
Exploring the untapped mineral wealth of Balochistan offers a
promising path toward economic upliftment not just for the
province but for Pakistan as a whole. However, this can only be
achieved through the concerted efforts of the provincial and feder-
al governments, local communities, and private sectors to develop
a robust framework that prioritizes sustainability and inclusive-
ness.

Balochistan's coastal belt and maritime boundaries present addi-
tional opportunities for resource exploitation. The area stands
unexplored for potential oil reserves and other natural resources,
calling for comprehensive studies to unveil what might lie beneath
the waters. As Pakistan strives for economic advancement,
Balochistan's mineral riches are key to unlocking prosperity. By
investing in infrastructure, engaging local communities, and ensur-
ing sustainable practices, the province can transform its mineral
abundance into tangible benefits. Seizing this opportunity wili
require collective will and strategic planning, but the potential
rewards-both for local residents and the broader national econo-
'm'y—co'uld be substantial. It is imperative for all stakeholders to

- recognize the wealth that Balochistan embodies, reframing its nar-
rative from one of neglect to a beacon of hope and progress for the
future of Pakistan. Balochistan's mineral wealth is not just a
provincial asset but a national treasure that can propel Pakistan
toward economic stability. Without fair policies, infrastructure
-development, and local empowerment, this potential will remain
; untapped, fueling discontent instead of prosperity. The federal and
provincial governments must collaborate to: Increase Balochistan's
royalty share from mining projects. Invest in local infrastructure to
“support industrial growth. Ensure transparency in contracts and
revenue distribution. Prioritize Baloch youth in employment and
skill development. Balochistan's minerals can either become a ‘
source of conflict or a catalyst for national unity and progress. The
. choice lies in how Pakistan's leadership manages this wealth not -
~just for today, but for future generations. The time to act is now.
. Balochistan's riches must benefit Balochistan first, and in doing
. 50, they will uplift all of Pakistan. :
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