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BY SIDDIQ BALUCH

it of

constitutional process

Bv Our Reporter

QUETTA; Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti ' has reiterated that the
right to-peacefyl assembly s
protected under the
Constitution, but stressed that
such’ gatherings must be held
with government permission
-and’in accordance with legal
procedures.
. He made these remarks dur-
ing a meeting with Nawabzada
Mir Israrullah Khan Zehri and
« Sardar Kamal Khan Bangulzai
on Monday. The leaders dis-

cussed the ongoing protest by
the Balochistan National Party -

(Mengal) and the broader polit-
. ical situation in the province.

Bugti briefed them on the .

Balochistan.

govermnment's  political  and
administrative  efforts 10
resolve the matter. He revealed
that three rounds of dialogue
had been held with BNP leader
Sardar Akhtar Mengal, and that
the government had agreed (o
one of the three demands pre-
sented.

Despite these sincere efforts
to reach a political solution, the
chief minister said that no con- H

J,.' ' --:
for © .

LA R

structive  response  was
received, resulting in a stale-
mate. However, ail parties at

2 o
the meeting agreed to continue | proore_‘

pursuing political dialogue and | -
collaborative efforts to achieve
lasting peace and stability in

CM Sarfaraz Bugti expressing his view

ss of PSDP and governance.

s during a review meeting on
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CM for reopening closed schoo]

- & timely teacher recruitment

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz ng(i has declared educarion 4 top prior-
ity for his 8overnment, announcing concrete
steps to reopen closed schools, ensure timely
lethcr recruitment, and crack down on absen-
te(‘ls‘m in the education sector, He emphasized
~ that improving access to education, especially in
rural areas, is essential for the province's devel-
opment,

He shared these views while chairing a meet-
ing to review the progress of the Publjc Sector
Development Program (PSDP) and discuss gov-
ernance reforms in the province.

The meeting was attended by Provincial
Finance Minister Mir Shoaib Nosherwani, Chicf
Secre!ary Shakeel Qadir Khan, Additional Chief
Secretary for Planning and Development Hafiz
Abdul Basit, Additional Chicf Secretary for
Home Zahid Saleem, Principal Secretary to the
CM Baber Khan, and secretanies from all depan-
ments. :

The participants reviewed the progress, com-
pletion status, and reforms related to service
““delivery in development projects in derail.

" Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan briefed

By Our Reporter

ments. He revealed that out of 3,400 previously
closed schools in the province, 1,400 have been
reopened. He added that with the recent recruit-
ment of teachers under the School Education
Department, another 1,800 schools would
become operational by the end of this month,
with the remaining 200 set 1o reopen in a third
phase,

Secretary of Education Saleh Muhammad
Nasar informed the meeting that appointment
orders for teachers recruited on merit would be
issued by April 13,

Expressing concern over absenteeism in gov-
ernment departments, Chief Minister Bugti
directed strict action against habitual absentees,
He emphasized that such behavior is particularly
harmful in rural areas, where the absence of gov-
ernment officials disrupts essential services and
causes hardship for the public,

He instructed local govemnment representa-
tives to closely monitor the attendance of teach-
ers, doctors, and staff in line departments, and to
compile detailed reports on absenteeism and
Bovemnance issues, along with recommendations
for improvement, During his briefing, Additional

Planning and

the meeting on various governance improve-

Chief Secretary for:

Development Hafiz Abdul
Basit said that, in line with
directives from previous
meetings, the pace of
spending and project imple-
mentation had significantly
improved, with 90 percent
of development projects
expected to be completed
.by next month. |

" For the first time, Chief
Minister  Bugti = noted,
development projects in
Balochistan were progress-
ing rapidly. He said that by
ensuring the release of
funds, long-pending “proj-
ects would be completed

. within the current fiscal .

' year, thereby reducing the
long-term financial burden
, on the government. ;

He further pointed out
that delays in fund disburse-
ment due o departmental
bottlenecks often: lead to

cost esczlations, an‘r_i"—lﬂ-gg_j
this issue needs urgent resg- |
lution. f
Bugti wamed thar con- |
struction companies respon-
sible for sluggish progress
would be blacklisted, and
departments failing to uti-
lize allocated funds in a

timely manner would be |

held strictly accountable.
He emphasized that while
the government sets poli-
cies, it is the responsibility
of officers 1o implement
them effectively.

The Chief Minister also |
directed  the  immedjate
launch of a standard public
transport  system  and
ordered the expedited com-
pletion of the Mangi Dam
project to begin water dis- |
tnbution as soon as possi- |
ble. He concluded by reiter-
ating that the upcoming
budget would be designed
1o reflect the needs of the |
public. He urged all depart-
MENts 1o prioritize projects
that directly benefit the peo-
ple during the planning
process.

B

ﬁ:—'k‘;(,;:ﬂ BABRZGZS Paga NG
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| Bugtl for including
public interest projects
In next budget
Pays rich tribute to forces for
killing of 9 Khawarij

Staff Report

QUET!'A: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
emphasized that the culture of “parachute schemes” in public
seclor development program should be stop and included the
public interest projects in the next provincial budget.

He sha:red these views during a meeting on the progress of
the Public Sector Dcvz%oprnem Program and governance
improvements in the province.

The I:nceting, chaired by the Chief Minister, was attended
by Provincial Finance Minister Mir Shoaib Nosherwani, Chief
Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan, Additional Chief Secretary for
Plz'nmng and Development Hafiz Abdul Basit, Additional
Chief Secretary for Home Zahid Saleem, Principal Secretary
to CM.'BaberKhan, and secretaries of all departments.

: Duru_:g the mecting, the progress, completion, and reforms
I service delivery systems of development projects were.
reviewed in detailed. '

Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan briefed the meeting on
governance improvements, revealing that out of 3,400 closed
schools in the province, 1,400 have been reopened. ,

He also mentioned that following the recruitment of teach-"
ers under the School Education Department, an additional
1,800 schools would be operational by the end of this month
and the remaining 200 schools are cxpected io be reopened in
the third phase Secretary of Education, Saleh Muhammad
Nasar, added that appointment orders for teachers selecied on

merit would be issued by April 18. :
Expressing concern over absenteeism in. government
departments, the Chief Minister directed strict action against
habitual absentee employees and remarked that such bebavior
is unacceptable, especizlly in rural areas where people suffer
due to officials’ absence from duties, leaving the public facing
difficulties. Balochistan Chief Minister (CM) Mir Sarfraz
Bugti on Monday paid rich tribute to the security forces for the
killing of 9 Khawarij inchuding the important terrorist Shirin

 VOLXLV No, 1062 QUETTA Tuesday April 08, 2025 55

: mthe opm!izmvn a tip-off in the Takwara area of !

DI Khan. Ia his a statement issued here, the CM said that the

fate of elements jovolved in terrorism is always exemplary,

brutal terrorists like Shirin who stain their bands with the
blood of innocent citizens and our soldiers saying that it is the
voice of the entire nation to bring them to justice.

He said that by bringing the murderer of Captain Hasnain
Akhtar Shaheed to justice, the security forces not only raised
the nation’s head with pride but also paid the price for the
blood of the martyrs. He said that the durable peace is being
establisbed in the country due 10 the sacrifices and bravery of
the security forces. The CM said that the stare of Pakistan
would uproot terrorism at all costs and Balochistan govern-
ment fully stands by the Pakistan Army and other institutions.

He also expressed his best wishes for the success of the
forces during the ongoing samtization operation and said that
the enemies of Pakistan would not be forgiven under any cir-
cumstances. He called this situation unacceptable and directed
local government representatives to monitor the attendance of
teachers, doctors, and employees in line departments. Bugti
instructed them to compile reports on absenteeism and gov-
ernance issues, with recommendations for improvement.

In bis briefing, Additional Chief Secretary for Planning and
Development, Hafiz Abdul Basit, said that following the direc-
tives issued in previous review meetings, the pace of expendi-
tures and progress on development projects has accelerated,
wilh 90 percent of the prajects expected to be completed by
next month. For the first time, Chief Minister Bugti noted,
there has been rapid progress on development projects in
Balochistan. He mentioned that long-standing ongoing pro-
jects would be completed within the current financial year by

releasing funds, which would eliminate their long-term finan- -

cial burden. He further explained that delays in funds dua to
departmental obstacles often lead to increased costs for pro-
jects, and this issue must be addressed.
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Focusing on
basic amenities

Despite the claims of the successive gov-
ernments regarding the development of
Balochistan, the reality in this regard
shows totally a different picture. The peo-
ple particularly living in the remote areas
of Balochistan are suffering greatly due to
the ongoing shortage of basic utilities,
Estimates of Pakistan Bureau of Statistics
say, over 70 per cent of rural communities
in Balochistan lack adequate educational
facilitics. As a result, the majority of chil-
dren, espedially girls are denied access to
even basic education. Balochistan has one
of the lowest literacy rates in Pakistan,
standing athardly 44.7 per cent. The lack of
schools and poor infrastructure in rural
areas severely hampers educational pro-
gress in the region. Access tosafe drinking
waler is another serious issue. A survey
conducted by the United Nations
Development ~ Programme  (UNDP)
revealed that over 60 per cent of
Balochistan’s population does not have
access to clean drinking water. In many
areas, villagers are forced 1o rely on con-
taminated sources such as ponds and
wells, increasing the risk of waterborne

‘diseases like dysentery and cholera. This

shortage not only endangers public health
but also undermines agricultural produc-
tiyity, which is vital to local livelihoods.
Balochistan'’s electricity crisis is equally

alarming, According to the Pakistan
Electric Power Company (PEPCO), the
province has one of the lowest rates of elec-
tricity coverage in the country. Only
around 60 per cent of rural areas have
access to electricity, leaving a significant
portion of the population in darkness.
Even in arcas where clectricity is available,
frequent power outages and irregular sup-
ply disrupt daily life. The lack of electricity
affects businesses, education, and even
basic domestic tasks such as cooking and
heating. Morcover, many of Balochistan’s
communities are geographically remote,
with poor infrastructure and” minimal
acvess to healthcare, The province has just
1.1 doctors per 10,000 people, far below the
national average. A critical concern, espe-
dally during emergencies, is that residents
often have to travel long distances to reach
the nearest medical facility. This scarcity ol
healthcare services contributes 1o higher
mortality rates and the spread of prevent-
able diseases. Balochistan’s rural commu-
nities face severe challenges, including
limited access to education, clean water,
electricity, and healthcare. With over 40 per
cent of the rural population lacking power,
60 per cent without safe drinking water,
and more than 70 per cent deprived of ade-
quate educational opportunities, the need
for urgent action is clear. It is imperative
that the government, along with regional
and international organisations, must
intervene immediately to address these
issues and improve the quality of life for
the people of Balochistan.
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