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Quetta’s choking crisis

Quetta, the capital of Balochistan, is qui-

| etly slipping into an environmental disas-
! ter. Once known for its clean air and scenic

beauty, the city is now suffocating under a
cloud of unchecked pollution. The rising
number of respiratory and skin diseases
serves as a grim reminder that this crisis is
no lenger invisible. Urgent, coordinated
action is needed before the damage
trreversible. Several factors are

driving Quetta’s environmental decline.
The rapid increase in vehicles—many of
them outdated and emitting harmful
fumes—isa majorcontributor. Unregulated
burning of waste and the expansion of
industrial activity only make matters
worse. The absence of a proper waste man-
agement system has led to garbage accu-
. mulation and the unchecked release of
toxic substances into the air and the soil,
further endangering public health. A par-
ticularly alarming concern is the inopéra-
tive environmental pollution monitoring
system, installed in 2007 in the city. This
system was designed to monitor air qual-
ity, detect hazardous gases, and provide
data for informed policymaking. The sys-
tem is not functioning any more. Its dor-
- mancy has rendered the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) nearly powerless
in assessing the extent of pollution and
responding  appropriately. ~ Without
updated, real-time data, there is no clear

pollution-related deaths in Quetta are now
outpacing, fatalities caused by violence.
The Institute for Health Metrics and
Evaluation reports that 125,000 people die
anmually in Pakistan due to pollution-
related Causes, placing the country third in
global pollution-linked mortality. Quetta'sr
crisis is not isolated—it mirrors a larger
environmental emergency, threatening at-
jes across Pakistan. Climate change com-
pounds the issue. Extrerne weather events,
rising temperatures, and changing wind
patterns trap pollutants near the ground
level further degrading air quality and
intensifying health risks. What must be
done is clear. First, the dormant pollution
monitoring system must be reactivated
and restored so that relevant agency could
have data at hand Accurate data is the
foundation of effective policy. Secondly,
strict environmental regulations should be
enforced This includes vehicle emission
controls, industrial standards, regular
inspections, and the establishment of mod-
ern waste disposal systems. Investing in
sustainable public transport, promoting
electric vehicles, and encouraging cycling
and walking can significantly reduce
emissions. Equally vital are public aware-
ness campaigns to promote eco-friendly
practices and reduce the city’s carbon foot-
print. Quetta’s pollution crisis is a wake-up
call. Without urgent intervention, public
health will continue to deteriorate.
Restoring clean and better quality air must
become a policy priority—not just for
Quetta, but for the future of Pakistan.

path forward. According to recent reports,
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Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti on Friday directed
the concerned authorities to
complete public welfare projects
as soon as possible and to take
People needs into account in
budget preparation.

He gave this directive while
talking to various provincial min-
isters, parliamentary secretaries
and members of assembly during

- Separate meetings.

Discussions were held on the
political situation of the prov-
ince, development projects, bud-

. get preparation and government
 reforms during the meeting.

Those who called on him in-
cluded Provincial Finance Minister

_Mir Shoaib Noshirwani, Provincial
* Minister for Development and

Planning Mir Zahoor Ahmed

Buledi, Provincial Health Minister

Bakht Muhammad Kakar,

Provincial Education Minister _

""’ "K :f:.n f
)

-
4

Bugti orders speedy completlon :
of development work

Infrastructure projects
and proposed reforms for
public welfare were
discussed during the
meeting

Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani,
Parliamentary Secretaries Abdul
Samad Corgage, Haji Muhammad
Khan Lehri, Mir Abdul Majeed
Badeni, Mir Liaquat Ali Lehri, Haji
Wali Muhammad Noorzai, Sanjay
Kurnar, ANP Parliamentary Leader
Engineer Zamrak Khan Achakzai,
Malik Naeern Khan Bazai,
Balochistan Awarmi Party Member
of Provindal Assernbly Muhamrmad
Sadiq Sanjrani and Prince Agha
Umar Khan Ahmedzai.

During the meetings, ongo-
ing development projects in
Balochistan, new infrastructure
projects and proposed reforms for
public welfare were discussed.
On this occasion, Balochistan

Express |
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CM Mir Sarfraz Bugt clarified
that the government is taking
all possible steps to resolve public
problemns and ensure timely com-
pletion of development projects.
He expressed his determination
that all resources would be utilized
for sustainable development and
prosperity in Balochistan so that
basic facilities could be provided to
the people and the overall develop-
ment of the provingce can be ensured.
Meanwhile, Bugti on Friday
announced a two-month special
remnission for prisoners on the oc-
casion of Eidul Fitr, 5
According to a statement issued
by the Chief Minister’s Secretariat

in this regard, the amnesty would |

be applicable only those prisoners
for non-serious crimes.
Approving the reduction in the
sentence of prisoners, the Chief
Minister directed the concerned
authorities to ensure the im-
mediate implementation ox‘ tl-us
dedision. :
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