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QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti presiding over a review meeting on Pir Koh Dera Bugtl Irrigation projects on Thursday.

officials. Moreover, a meeting of divisional .n!.mu olfic-
1 the ghair-

Bugti orders
completion of Dera
ugti water
projects by June
Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti
chaired a high-level meeting regarding drinking water supply
and irrigation projects in Pirkoh, Dera Bugti. The mecting
reviewed the progress of the projects in detail. Secretary PHE
Department Imran Khan Gachki briefed the meeting on vari-
ous aspects of the projects.

The meeting approved the necessary resources (SNE) of the
PHE Department to make the project active and feasible.

Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti also approved 4 water
bowsers 1o ensure uninterrupted supply of drinking water to
the people of remote areas of Pirkoh during the intense beat.
He expressed concern over the slow pace of the Pirkob, Dera
Bugtiwﬂerwpplyschmendotdaedlhﬂmispmjectbe

byJunethisymnlllmeeChiefMinislcr

directed that all projects related to drinking water in Pirkoh,

Sui,mhog,nndDenBugﬁbeconpldedusoonspﬁblc

so that clean water can be provided to the people. He stated

mntmdehywillumndhmmm

water to the people of Pirkoh. All obstacles in the way of the
ject must be removed and water supply maintained.

The Chief Minister directed the Deputy Commissioner of
Dera Bugti to take strict action against elements damaging
piyclimwmnt&epojedim&sruptdw.mm
ingwnsmendodbyAdditionin:I clopment
and Planning Hafiz Abdul Basit, Principal Babar

ers of all government departments was held u
manship of Commissioner Loralai Division Saadat Had¥n, in
which ADC Loralai Noor Ali Kakar, SEC C&W Roads
Jahanzeb Khan, SEC & W Building Abdul Raziq, Director

Local Government Sajid Naecem, Conservator Forest

Muhammad Amin Mengal, SE Irrigation Nasrullah Khan,
Divisional Director Food Authority Sharaf Ladin and other
officers participated in large numbers. The presence of offic-
ers al the station, quality and timely completion of develop-
ment projects and other issues were discussed in the meeting.
Superintending Engineer C&W Roads Jahanzeb Khan said on
this occasion that there are currently 102 ongoing schemes in
Loralai district, in addition to which there are 20 new schemes
for which tenders are yet 10 be issued. He said that work on
Loralai-Sanjavi Road is progressing rapidly and will be com-
pleted soon. Work is also underway on Kangri-Mosakhel road.
Daki-Chamalang Road is a big project on which there are
security issues, on which Deputy Commissioner Daki has
been contacted and this issue will be resolved. SEC&W
Building Abdul Raziq also gave details of District Complex
Daki, sports complexes in different districts and other pro-
jects. Commissioner Loralzi Division Saadat Hassan told the
participants that the present government is taking steps 10 pro-
vide basic amenities of life to the people and believes in the
speedy and quality completion of development projects. No
one will be allowed to create obstacles in the ongoing develop-
ment work and strict action will be taken against him. He
directed the officers of all dq,mmutobepreunz at the
station and pay full attention to solving public problems.
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| Corneal transplantation

in Balochistan

The landscape of healthcare in
Balochistan has witnessed a truly trans-
formative development with the success-
ful initiation of corneal eye transplantation
at Helpers Eye Hospital in Quetta. Under
the dedicated leadership of Medical
Superintendent Dr. Muhammad Ishaq
Panizai, this pioneering endeavor marks a
significant milestone in addressing corneal
blindness, a condition that has long cast a
shadow over the lives of countless individ-
uals in the province. The remarkable
achievement of performing successful cor-
neal transplants on 75 patients is a testa-
ment to the unwavering commitment and
collaborative spirit of the medical team at
Helpers Eye Hospital. A crudial element in
this success story is the altruistic contribu-
tion of Dr. Fawad and Dr. Ajmal Panizai,
based in the United States, who generously
donated the comeas that made these life-
changing surgeries possible. Their selfless
act underscores the power of philanthropy
and the profound impact that overseas
Pakistanis can have on their homeland.
This act of kindness serves as an inspiring
example and a call to action for others to
consider the profound difference they can
make through organ and tissue donation.
The statistics surrounding corneal blind-
ness in Pakistan paint a stark picture. It
accounts for a significant 14% of all blind-
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ness, contributing to the staggering figure
of approximately 350,000 individuals
across the country who are currently una-
bleto see. In Balochistan alone, there are an
estimated 700 registered patients suffering
from diseased corneas, highlighting the
urgent need for accessible and affordable
treatment options. Previously, patients in
Balochistan requiring corneal transplants
would have had to travel long distances to
other inces, incurring significant
financiarl"l;.:xdens, emob'omF dist;‘::s, and
prolonged waiting times. The exorbitant
cost of 12 to 15 lakhs for the procedure fur-
ther compounded the challenges for many,
making it an unattainable dream for those
from less privileged backgrounds. The
establishment of this facility within Quetta
not only eliminates the geographical bar-
rier but also holds the promise of making
this sight-restoring surgery more accessi-
ble to the local population. This initiative at
Helpers Eye Hospital offers a beacon of
hope for those suffering from corneal
blindness in Balochistan. The ability to see
is fundamental to leading a full and pro-
ductive life, enabling individuals to par-
ticipate more actively in their communi-
ties, pursue education and employment,
and experience the simple joys that sight
affords. The success of this

should serve as a catalyst for further devel-
opment and expansion of eye care services
in Balochistan. It underscores the impor-
tance of investing in specialized medical
infrastructure and training skilled profes-
sionals within the province.
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