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~ Governor, CM pray
for speedy recovery
of President Zardari

Staff Report

QUETTA: Governor Jaffer Khan Mandokhel and Chief
Minister (CM) Mir Sarfraz Bugti prayed for the early recovery
of President Asif Ali Zardari on Thursday.

. Mir Sarfraz Bugti said that President Asif Ali Zardari is a’
thoughtful, far-sighted and senior political leader of Pakistan
and added that the prayers and best wishes of the entire nation
are with President Asif Ali Zardari. Governor Balochistan
Jaffer Khan Mandokhel prayed for the speedy recovery of
President of Pakistan Asif Ali Zardari and said that may God
grant him complete recovery. Governor Mandokhel expressed
his best wishes and desires for the further recovery, success
and prosperity of the President so that he can continue to serve
the country and the nation.Sarfraz Bugti has expressed that
his government will welcome and consider any posmve sug-
gestions from political leaders aimed at mmmmng peace and
fostering durable development in the province.

" God willing, the President will recover soon and fulfill the

‘responsibilities of national guidance in a good manner,
Governor Jaffer Khan Mandokhel said in his tweet.

Governor Balochistan Jaffer Khan Mandokhel prayed for

- the speedy recovery of President of Pakistan Asif Ali Zardari

and said that may God grant him complete recovery. Governor

. Mandokhel expressed his best wishes and desires for the fur-

‘ther recovery, success and prosperity of the President so that
he can continue to serve the country and the nation.

Moreover, Pakistan People’s Party central leader Sardar
Sarbuland Jogezal paid tribute to Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto .
on his death anniversary, acknowledging his sngmﬁcant con-
tributions to Pakistan’s politics. By empowering people with
political awareness, Bhutto brought politics from the elite’s |
drawing rooms to the streets, and by granting volmg rightsto - ;.
the common man, he enabled citizens to participate in govern-
ment formation and national affairs.

Jogezai noted that Bhutto consistently fought for Pakistan’s
democratic system and traditions. The Pakistan People’s Party
was founded to serve the people, and its leadership and cadres

tinue to uphold this missi Bhutto, known for his wisdom
and insight, tirelessly advocated for the rights and welfare of
the poor. The PPP’s members remain committed to serving the
P°°Pl° embodymg Bh\mo s spmt

-
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Belachictan Express Quott
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No Democracy Thrives
on Destruction

The recent joint press conference by spokespersons of the Balochistan
government, DIG Quetta, and DC Quetta has brought to light critical
concerns regarding protests and sit-ins in the provincial capital. While
the right to peaceful protest is a fundamental democratic principle, the
manner in which some demonstrations have been conducted raises seri-
ous questions about the rule of law, public safety, and the exploitation of
tragic incidents for political gain. The government officials clarified that
the recent wave of protests in Quetta was initiated over the bodics of
individuals allegedly involved in the Jaffar Express attack a horrific act
of terrorism that claimed innocent lives. While the legal heirs have every
right to claim the bodies of their deceased, the administration has
accused certain groups, such as the Baloch Solidarity Committee and the
Baloch Yakjehti Committee (BYC), of politicizing the issue. The BYC,
which is not a registered political entity, has been linked to violent
demonstrations, including the burning of police vehicles, destruction of
public property, and targeting of law enforcement. The officials revealed
staggering figures: 36 cameras of Quetta Safe City were damaged, 18
poles broken, optic fiber destroyed, and government buildings vandal-
ized. Such actions do not constitute peaceful protest but rather outright
lawlessness, undermining both public order and the legitimate grievances
of the people. The March 11 Jaffar Express attack was a grim reminder
of the persistent threat of terrorism in Balochistan. The bodies of five ter-
rorists were brought to Quetta for identification, with two hailing from
Mastung, two from Karachi, and one still unidentified. While the legal
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process must be respected, the administration has rightly emphasized that
no group should be allowed to forcibly take bodies or use them to incite
unrest.

The government has shown restraint, opting for dialogue over immedi-
ate crackdowns. However, as stated by the officials, "This should not be
considered weakness." The authorities have already taken legal action 13
FIRs registered, 61 individuals detained under the Maintenance of Public
Order (MPO), and 35 teenagers released on bail, This measured response
indicates a balance between enforcing the law and avoiding excessive
force. Quetta remains a high-risk zone, as evidenced by recent attacks,
including the double road blast before Eid and the suicide attack at
Sardar Akhtar Jan's sit-in. Given these threats, the administration's deci-
sion to prevent the Balochistan National Party (BNP) from entering
Quetta was a security necessity rather than a political move. BYC had
previously signed an agreement with the district administration in August
2023, outlining permissible protest methods.

The recent violations of this agreement demonstrate a breach of trust
and a disregard for lawful dissent. While protest is a constitutional right,
it must be exercised within legal bounds. Destroying public property,
attacking law enforcement, and exploiting terrorism for political agendas
cannot be tolerated. The government's approach combining dialogue with
firm legal action is the correct path forward. The people of Balochistan
deserve peace, stability, and development. Violence and anarchy only
serve to deepen suffering and delay progress. It is imperative that all
‘ stakeholders political groups, civil society, and protesters recognize that
' ~ democracy thrives on order, not chaos. The administration's message is

" clear: Protest legally, or face legal consequences. The state must remain
t steadfast in protecting both civil liberties and public order, ensuring that
| no one is allowed to hold the city hostage under the guise of protest. The
rule of law must prevail for the sake of Balochistan's future.
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Closure of highways

Owing to mounting terrorist attacks
in various parts of B«\}i(x‘hislm\ particu-
larly on highways, the Balochistan gov-
ernment had banned night-time travel
mostly for public transport on major
highways in several districts. The dep-
uty commissioners of Gwadar, Kachhi,
Zhob, Noshki and Musakhel districts
issued notifications banning travel at
night time.

The Quetta administration also
ordered that public transport depart-
ing from the city be barred from plying
the roads at night. All transport head-
ing from Karachi or Quetta to Gwadar
would depart between 5am and 10am,
while those setting from the port city
to the two cities would do so between
6am and 1pm. In a similar notification
by Kachhi DC, all public and private
transport was directed not to travel on
the Quetta-Sukkur highway (N-65)
between 5pm and 5am from March 28
till further orders, disconnecting the
province from Sindh at night. Vehicles
heading from Sibi to Quetta during the
proscribed timings would be halted at
the Nari River bank in Sibi, while those
coming from .the provincial capital
would be stopped at Kolpur, the notifi-
cation added. A separate order by Zhob
DC barred public buses and coaches
from travelling through Zhob on the
N-50 National Highway — linking
Quetta to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa'’s Dera
Ismail Khan at night.

While the government has closed

highway at Lakpass area for 'the last government to tackle the issues.

ochistan Time Quetta

Nt 0
; /«ll’\l

seven days for all kind of traffic to bar
the long marchers of Balochistan
National Party (BNP) from entering
Quetta who had announced a sit-in in
Quetla against arrest of women leaders
of Baloch Yehkjeti Committee (BYC).
Similarly, mobile data services are also
suspended in Quetta and some other
districts, causing disruption for users
across the city. Authorities provide no
explanation for the latest outage, which
comes just days after a previous dis-
ruption in service,

The recurring suspension has left
citizens frustrated, especially during
the Eid holidays when communication
needs are high.

Closure of highways and mobile data
shows that the situation is very tense in
Balochistan and the provincial govern-
ment has adopted the ultimate resort of
closing highways and mobile data net-
works which is not a durable solution
of the issues of Balochistan.

The closure of Lakpass for public
transport has disconnected almost 11
districts from the provincial capital
and the people are badly suffering
from such steps taken by the govern-
ment. Transporters, traders, patients
and other general public are facing
immense difficulties due to the closure
of the highway at Lakpass area which
is inflicting huge financial losses to
traders and transporters.

The government must understand
that closure of highways and mobile
data would not work for long and to
some extent depicts the inability of the
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