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Bugti responds to
appeal over child’s -

. death in India, ensures .

government support

Staff Report

° QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti has

taken notice of the appeal of the Aryan’s mother, who died
during treatment in India on Saturday

Balochistan government spokesperson Shahid Rind said
that on the special directive of Chief Minister, the Balochistan
government has paid all the expenses of the Indian hospital,

He said that the Balochistan government has contacted the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs for the return of the family mem-
bers to Pakistan,

Shahid Rind noted that arrangements have been finalized
for the return of Aryan’s dead body and family members from
India saying that the Balochistan government is also paying
all the air expenses.

He said that the government is in constant contact with the
family members and is providing all possible assistance.

Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti expressed
his condolences and sorrow over the death of Aryan, he said
and added that the CM has instructed the provincial authori-
ties to provide all necessary assistance to the return of Aryan’s
dead body and family members until the return of the family

members.Shahid Rind said that the CM has directed for com- "

plete guidance and assistance in all matters.
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Unchecked
profiteering

The relentless tide of inflation has
already cast a dark shadow over the lives
of ordinary citizens in Balochistan,
squeezing household budgets and erod-
ing purchasing power. In these already
challenging times, the blatant and wide-

ad violation of officially mandated
price control lists by shopkeepers across
Quetta and other parts of the province
represents not just an economic trans-
gression, but a profound betrayal of pub-
lic trust. This unchecked profiteering is
exacerbating the miseries of the masses,
pushing essential commodities further
out of reach and fostering a climate of
despair. The fundamental purpose of
price controls is to provide a safety net
for vulnerable populetions, ensuring
access to basic necessities at affordable
rates. The government and the respec-

tive administrations formulate these lists

after careful consideration of market
dynamics and the economic realities
faced by the populace. Yet, the brazen
disregard for these regulations by a sig-
nificant segment of the retail sector
peints a grim picture of ance and
enforcement. The situation with the price
of bread, a staple food for the majority,
serves as a stark illustration of this sys-
temic failure. Despite the administra-
tion's efforts to fix the price of roti, tan-

door owners in Quetta and beyond are
reportedly selling it at their own inflated
rates, effectively rendering the official
price list meaningless. Besides this the
quality of bread as well as its weight is
also compromised which is great injus-
tice with consumers. There is no proper
check and balance on other items such as
vegetables, milk and other essential
commodities which is a huge burden
upon the shoulders of poor people. This
open defiance not only undermines the
authority of the state but also directly
impacts the daily sustenance of count-
less families who rely on affordable
bread. Are these essential food providers
operating outside the purview of law, or
is there a glaring lack of will and capac-
ity to enforce the regulations? The
excuses offered by some shopkeepers,
often citing rising input costs and supply

chain disruptions, cannot entirely justify

the extent of the price gouging wit-
nessed. While genuine economic pres-
sures exist, the scale of the violations
suggests opportunistic profiteering at
the ex of the consumer. It speaks to
a lack of ethical business practices and a
culture where the pursuit of maximum

profit trumps any sense of social respon-

sibility. It is prime responsibility of the

‘government and its administration to

ensure and implement official price list
and make all shopkeepers bound to fol- -
low it. The authorities concerned must
not show any negligence in this connec-
tion at all
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