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Regd No. B.C.6 VOL XLV No. 1079 QUETTA Friday April 25, 2025

Decisions of
NSC positive
sign for
country’s
protection: Bugti

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti on Thursday termed the
important and timely decisions taken in the
National Security Committee meeting as a
decisive ncp towards ptotcchng the coun-
try’s security and sovereignty. |

In a message on social networking site X
(formerly Twitter), Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti said that
Pakistan has alw;ys pnotuuzed peace, sta-
hhty and regional cooperation

but India’s announcement to suspend the
Indus Water Treaty (IWT) is a highly pro-
vocative and lunpoaublc act which the
entire Pakistani nation rejects.

The CM said that if India tries to stop or
divert Pakistan's water under water aggres-
sion, it would further escalate bilateral ten-
sions and this move could be considered a
direct declaration of war and u 10 be given n
befitting reply. He appreciated the Nati
Security Committee’s categorical stance
that Pakistan would not allow sny cost to be
used against Pakistan. but could not com-
prowmise on its national sovercignty and the
fundameutal rights of the people.
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Attack on polio
workers

The Blood spilled in Teri, Mastung dis-
trict, on Wednesday is not just the blood of
WO brave Levies personnel. These men,
seltlessly escorting a polio vaccination
tam, were martyred in a heinous act of
violence, their lives extinguished while
protecting those striving to eradicate a dis-
ease that has crippled generations. Their
Sacrifice underscores the perilous environ-
qm::} tm which frontline health workers

ate, tirelessly working to safeguard
ourchi from the scouugeof polio. This
brutal attack, occurring during a crucial
weeklong anti-polio campaign, is a stark
reminder of the persistent threats that
plague our efforts to achieve a polio-free
PakismMﬁ]enogmphasyetdairmd
responsibility, the grim reality of extremist
elements operating in the Mastung region
casts a long shadow of suspicion. The
sibility that these dedicated health workers
and their protectors were targeted by those
who reject and embrace violence
is deeply disturbing. Compounding this
tragedy is the chilling echo of a similarinci-
dentjust last week, where three police per-
sonnel lost their lives in an IED blast, a
crime claimed by the Islamic State. This
pattern of violence targeting security forces
in Balochistan is deeply concerning and
suggests a deliberate campaign to destabi-
lize the region and undermine any efforts

N )
Damd:z~’A[

P T —

towards peace and development. The
Balochistan government’s condemnation
of this latest atrocity and the announce-
ment of a thorough investigation are neces-
sary [irst steps. However, words alone are
insufficient. The time for decisive and con-
crete action is now. It is the fundamental
responsibility of the state to ensure the
safety and security of polio workers who
are undertaking a noble and essential ser-
vice to the people of Balochistan These
individuals brave difficult terrain and
often hostile environments to reach every
child with life-saving vaccines. They are
the frontline soldiers in our battle against a
debilitating disease, and they deserve our
unwavering tection. It is imperative
thatthe gavemp:xem takes a multi-pronged
approach to address this crisis. Firstly, a
swift and tr. L investigation must
be conducted to bring the perpetrators of
this heinous crime to justice. Secondly, a
comprehensive security strategy needs to
be implemented to safeguard polio vacci-

POS-  nation teams across the province, particu-

larly in vulnerable areas. This may involve
increasing the number of security person-
sel, providing better equipment, and
evelopi active security protocols.
Fuﬂhexmeorm‘g Eltl):re is a gh}(;alpmed to
engage with local communities and reli-
gious leaders to build trustand dispel mis-
information surrounding polio vactina-
tion. Misconceptions and baseless conspir-
acy theories have often been exploited by
extremist elements to discourage partic-
pation in these vital health campaigns.
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