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Dailv-Balochistan Time Ouetts

PM coinmitted to
Balochistan’s
progress, peace

Prime Minister Muhammad Shahbaz
Sharif recently assured Balochistan's
Chief Minister, Sarfaraz Bugti, of the
federal povernment’s full support for the
province’s development. This comes as
Balochistan faces incrensing instability,
particularly with the failure of talks
between the provincial government and
the Balochistan National Party (BNP)
regarding the Mastung sit-in. The prov-
ince has long struggled with law and
order issues, bul the current crisis, which
includes terrorism and escalating politi-
cal unrest, marks a disturbing new
phase of instability. In the past,
Balochistan’s political parties have con-
demned terrorist acts and expressed
solidarity with victims. However, there
has been growing silence from some fac-
tions, especially in response lo recent
terrorist acts like the killings of Punjabi
laborers and bus passengers. The
Balochistan Solidarity Council, led by
Mahrang, Baloch, often highlii;hts pro-
vincial rights but fails to condemn ter-
rorism, creating a lroubling perception
that blurs the line between peaceful pro-
test and support for extremism. This
silence has led many to question the Lrue
intentions - of some political actors,
whose focus seems to be on amplifying
grievances rather than seeking peaceful
solutions. To address Balochistan's long-
standing deprivation and secure its

Dated:_g_?)_ﬂzozs ~ Page NO.EE_

right{ul share of resources and political |

representation, political leaders must
engage constructively with both provin-
cial  and  federal  governments.
Supporting terrorism is not a solution.
Figures like Mahrang Baloch, who have
previously blurred the lines between
advocating for Baloch rights and sup-
porting mililant activities, have further
complicated the situation, especially fol-
lowing her arrest alongside Seemi
Baloch. These events have led to protests
by the BNP and Awami National Party
(ANP), deepening, the crisis. The
Balochistan  government has made
altempls to negotiate with the BNP to
end the Mastung sit-in, bul talks have
failed twice. BNP leader Akhtar Mengal
has demanded the unconditional release
of detained women, including, Mahrang
Baloch, as a condition for resolving the
crisis. However, the issues at hand
extend beyond individual arrests and
are lied to national security. Mengal has
the ability to negotiate with both the
government and extremist factions for a
peaceful resolution, but this requires
condemning terrorism and working
within Pakistan’s constitutional frame-
work. The state must be clear: actions
supporting lerrorism cannot be toler-
ated. Addressing Balochistan’s griev-
ances is vital. Development and poverty
alleviation should be priorities, and the
federal government’s efforts, such as its
decision to forgo its share in the Reko
Diq mining agreement, show a commit-

ment to the province’s economic uplift--

ment. However, these actions need to be
supported by concrete steps on the
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