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XLV No. 1050 QUETTA Thursday March 27, 2025 /Ramazan 26, 1446

' CM Bugti terms internet essential
training

=

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan  Chief
Minister Mur Sarfrez Bugu on
Wednesday said 1hat it has become
imperative (o regulaze internet ser-
yices keeping in mind the specific
conditions of Bak<histan

tool for edug:ation,

"

He said this while presiding over
a meeunz of the loformation
Technology (IT) Department and
cellular operators. Tbe mecting
was attended by Chiel Secretary
Balochistan Shakeel Qadm Khan
Principal Scoretary Babar Khan
Secretary Finance Imnn Zarkoon,

P
-

PTA and other relevant institu-
tieas.

The meeting discussed in detul
the improvement of IT and telecom
sector in Balochistan.Secretary IT
Department Ayaz Khano Mandokhel
briefed the participants.

Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz

50 that the benefits of moderg
lcd‘!nﬂlugy could reach the peo-
plein a positve manner and mod.
emn technology. including satel.
hite real-ime monitoring could be
used for the purposes of law and
order,improvement of agriculyy

and hivestock, advance rwliﬁc:'=

He said tbat while the mnternel 18 Secretary  Agnicultre  Noor Bugti said that using the IT sector tioa of natural disasters ang |
en important too! for education znd Ahmed Pirkani Secretary  for improving governance 18 the  assessmont, as well as cery E"
(raining, some anti-stzte elements Livestock  Department  Abdul needofthehour, this couldnotonly  data b
grc using social media 35 2 wegpon  Fath Bhangar. Vice Chairman provide comvenicnce 10 the people 1o the mecting. the

Bslochistan Bosrd of Imvestment but also makz transparency and Minister directed the PTA ﬂmcia‘;:

{0 create negalve micdsets among

. the youth.
" He said that it 1s necessary 10

acd Trade Bilawal Khan Kakar,
Director  PDMA Fasal Khan

improvement possible 1n govern-
raent affairs

1o formulate comprehensiyg

posals and present detailed g, 4

com-

counter attempts 10 mislead the Pamizel, Spokesperson Balochistan He directed that a comprehen-  mendations in the next megy;
}ouih through social media so that Governrment Shahid Rind and offi-  sive policy be formulated for the  that effective steps could he ‘"3 3
cals  of the Bslochistan improvement and regulation of  for the development of the "_a:(:d

Abey could be guided in & positive
.y TEction.

Government and representatives of

internet services in Balochistan

-ﬂm’ e TSI T AT S

telecom sector in Balochisyay,

T

Ca
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Drought caution

-The Pakistan Meteorological

' Department (PMD) has issued a
drought alert for Sindh, Balochistan,
and Punjab due to below—ave-rage rain-
fall, warning that dry conditions are
expected to persist in several regions.
Despite recent rain spells casing
drought conditions in central and
northern Pakistan, the PMD noted that
Sindh, southern Balochistan, and the
lower eastern plains of Punjab remain
vulnerable. The department reported
that average temperatures in the lower
half of the country have been 2-3
degrees Celsius above normal this
month, with some areas in the south
experiencing over 200 consecutive dry
days, exacerbating the drought. The
PMD warned that the ongoing weather
pattern is likely to further deleriorate
“conditions in affected areas. In
Balochistan, moderate drought is antic-
 ipated in Gwadar, Kech, Lasbela,
Panjgur, and Awaran, with mild condi-
tions expected in Chagai, Jaffarabad,
Jhal Magsi, Sibbi, Nushki, and Washuk.
The below-normal rain means that the
country experienced an increase of 2°C
to 3°Cinits normal mean temperatures,
which has intensified drought condi-
tions in the affected areas. As far as
-Balochistan is concerned the drought
resurfaces after every four to five years.
Balochistan is already a water scarce
province which annually receives very

" low precipitation as compared to other
provinces while its agriculture is the

mainstay of the economy of the prov-
ince. The drought multiplies backward-
ness and poverly in the province since
approximately 70 per cent people are
directly or indirectly associated with
agriculture and livestock sectors to
carn a livelihood. And when there is
drought in Balochistan the situation
becomes more complicated for its peo-
ple who have to suffer high levels of
poverty and hunger. Despite the fact
that the province is water scarce, the
irrigation methods are still centuries
old as the farmers are still unknown
about the modern and scientific use of
water. The situation calls for structural °
reforms in the water sector, Though
successive governments have talked
about measures (o boost water security,
none has ever taken concrete policy
measures to translale this rhetoric into
action. The world is now using technol-
ogy ta reduce water usage for irrigation
and exploring cost-effective localised
solutions such as harvesting rainwater
to help communities meet their needs
in times of drought. The increasing fre-
quency of extreme weather events
caused by climate change calls for
thinking local, small and smart. It is
essential that the Balochistan govern.
ment must pay extra ordinary focus
towards agriculture and water policy.
The farmers need to be given training
and facilities to adopt modern and sci.
entific based agriculture and irrigation.
The government ought to take con-
structive steps towards agriculture and
to combat the threats of drought.
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Reko Diq's $6.7 Billion Leap

As the Reko Diq project turns a new leaf with its revised valuation and
development plan, it opens up an avenue rife with potential. However, the
success of this venture hinges upon a united effort among federal ministries,
local stakeholders, and foreign investors, By effectively mobilizing and
coordinating resources, Pakistan can indeed pave the way for a prosperous
mining sector that serves as a comerstone for economic revival, ensuring it
[emerges not just as a project, but a legacy of progressive development for the
nation, In a significant development that signals a potential turnaround for
Pakistan's beleaguered mining sector, the Economic Coordination Committee
(ECC) of the Cabinet has approved a $500 million hike in both the cost and
development plan of the Reko Diq project, raising its valuation from $6.2 bil-
lion to a notable $6.7 billion. This upward revision comes amid ongoing
negotiations with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) for a stake in this
groundbreaking project, which holds immense promise for the country's eco-
nomic landscape. Reko Dig, has been a focal point of contention and turbu-
lence, with its history marked by legal battles and investor uncertainty. The
project, which boasts one of the largest undeveloped copper and gold
reserves in the world, has the potential to not only transform the local econo-
my but also play a crucial role in stabilizing the nation's fiscal situation. The
renewed interest from Saudi Arabia signifies a strong indication of confi-
dence in the project's viability and future profitability. During a recent virtual
meeting, ECC members deliberated extensively on the revisions prompted by
inflationary pressures and the expanded scope of the project. The Ministry of
Finance provided insights but withheld specific details regarding the valua-
tion increase. This lack of granular information raises questions about trans-
parency, a critical component in fostering investor confidence. For the gov-
ernment, ensuring clarity and openness in its dealings will be essential as it
navigates this complicated landscape.

The upward adjustment in the project's budget reflects not just the econom-
ic realities of inflation but also an acknowledgment of the need for modem
infrastructure, increased capacity, and exceptional environmental and opera-
tional adaptability. The strategic revisions indicate that the ECC is attuned to
the diverse challenges and complexities facing the Reko Diq project. The
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approval of changes in the energy mix, alternative water supply options, and
updated processing technology showcases a proactive approach to ensuring
the project's sustainability and profitability. Anticipated involvement of the
KSA could mark a pivotal shift in the way foreign investment is perceived in
Pakistan. If successfully negotiated, this partnership could catalyze further
investments from other international players, stimulating growth across vari-
ous sectors. However, for the ECC and the government as a whole, the onus
of responsibility lies in ensuring the swift implementation of associated -
agreements and maintaining momentum throughout the negotiation process.
In a broader context, the Reko Diq project exemplifies the need for Pakistan
to harness its natural wealth more strategically. The government must align
its policies to not only attract foreign investment but also ensure that such
projects directly benefit the local populace. Strengthening legal frameworks,
ensuring regulatory transparency, and enhancing infrastructure will be pivotal
in this regard. The potential outcome is not just a profitable mining venture,

but also a beneficial economic catalyst for ecnerations 1o come.
The ECC's assurance of full support for the Reko Diq initiative underscores

its significance as a national priority. The government's commitment will

need to be matched with a vision that anticipates not just the economic gains
but also the socio-environmental implications of large-scale mining opera-

tions. Leamning from past oversights will be essential to crafting a future
wherein resource extraction is balanced with environmental stewardship and -
community welfare. Reko Diq is not just an economic venture; it has geopo-
litical dimensions as well. Saudi Arabia's interest aligns with its Vision 2030
strategy to diversify investments beyond oil. For Pakistan, deeper Saudi
involvement could strengthen bilateral ties but may also complicate relations
with other stakeholders, including China, which has significant investments

in Pakistan's mining and infrastructure sectors under CPEC. Balancing these
relationships will be critical. Additionally, the project's success hinges on sta-
bility in Balochistan, where security concerns and local grievances over
resource exploitation persist. Past conflicts over the Saindak and Reko Diq ,
projects highlight the need for inclusive development that benefits local com-
munities. If the revised plan does not address these socio-political challenges,
the project could face delays or opposition, further escalating costs. Reko Diq
has the potential to be a game-changer for Pakistan's economy, but only if
managed wisely. The government must tread carefully to ensure that this $6.7
villion venture does not become another missed opportunity.
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https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

