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- President Zardari urges need

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali
Zardari on Wednesday emphasised
the need to win the “war against ter-
rorism™ at all costs during a visit to
Quetta amid the prevailing tense
security environment in Balochistan.

The visit comes amid an upsurge
in terrorism in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

" and Balochistan. Just this month,

Balochistan witnessed the unprece-
dented Jaffar  Express huaclgmg
which resulted in at least 31 h\'Fs
being lost and a swicide blast in

" Noshki District that lefi five dead.

- Meanwhile, there were muluiple

- agsaults on KP police among other

. incidents, while three terrorists were

killed by security forces in a counter-
terrorism operation in the Khyber
district on Monday.

A statement from the PPP said
President Zardari amived in Quetta
on a one-day visit to review the pro-
vincial law and order situation. He
later attended a briefing en law and
order in the province.

In a statement issued on the meet-
ing’s discussion, the pfesidem_ was
quoted as saying: “Terrorists will be
defeated art all costs. Terrorists are
trying to divide the nation. The si{ua—
tion is clear, the state has to survive,
the war against terrorism has to be
won.”

President Zardan pledged to pro-
vide modern weaponry to counter-

to win war against terror

terrorism forces and expressed his
desire for development and lasting
peace in Balochistan, the statement
read.

“Balochistan is close to my heart,”
the president said, adding that he
wanted “to see every child of
Balochistan in school™.

“Enlighterung children with mod-
ern technology is the need of the
hour” he was quoted as saying,

PPP Chatrman Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari was also a part of the meeting
attended by Balochistan  Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti and pro-
vincial ministers.

A day ago, the Parliameatary
Commitee on National Security had
empbasised the urgent need to imple-

ment counterterrorism frameworks
— the National Action Plan and
Vision Azm-i-Istehkam — to curb
terrorism, as Army Chief Gen Asim '
Munir pointed to governance gaps as
a key reason behind the spike in ter-
rorism  and called for making
Pakistan a “hard state™,

The communique alsa emphasised
the need for unity and political
resolve 1o face the threat of terrorism
with the full strength of the State, call-
ing for a national consensus in the
fight against terrorism. . :

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
had similarly called for national unity
and dialoguc against the menace of
terrorism in the country in a visit to
Quetta last week after the attack.
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FOUNDED BY SIDDIQ BALUCH

Express

Balochistan to be made a haven of
Peace through robust measures: CM

By Our Reporter

QUETTA: Ch:cf Minister of Balochistan
Sarfraz Bugti has said that forces have previous-
ly defeated terrorists, and they will continue to
take robust steps to make Balochistan a haven of
peace.

During a briefing to President Asif Ali Zardan
on the law and order sitation on Wednesday, the
Chief Minister reiterated the commitment that
state institutions will not allow terrorist elements
to thrive under any circumstances. He mentioned
that joint checkpoints of the FC, police, and
Levies have been established on highways to
curb crimes effectively. He emphasized that ter-
ronists cannot hold any ground, but they try 10
spread fear on social media and engage in base-
less propaganda against the state with the help of
anti-state elements sitting abroad. The govem-
ment is taking strict actions against these ele-
ments, R

He added that every act of terrorism in
Balochistan will be met with a strong respense.
After the terrorist attacks on the Jaffer Express

"l‘and an attack on a security forces convoy in
" Nushki, security forces took immediate and
effective countermeasures. These attacks were
" malicious attempts to disrupt peace and stability.
The state and thc people are united to thwart such

conspiracies. A comprehensive plan has been
prepared to enhance the professional capabilities
of the police and Levics in order to ensure peace
and security.

The Chief Minister emphasized that the
restoration of peace and order in Balochistan is
the government's top priority. For this purpose,
intelligence-based operations and the use of
modem technology are being ensured.

He further added that development and securi-
ty go hand in hand. When his government took
office, it faced severe governance challenges-
thousands of schools were closed, and people
lacked access to basic health and education facil-
ities. However, the government has introduced
reforms based on merit, improved the education
and health sectors, and ensured transparency in
public employment. Previously, jobs were sold
in Balochistan, but his government has ended
this practice permanently.

He highlighted that for the first time in
Balochistan's history, the Benazir Bhutto
Scholarship Program was introduced, providing
educational opportunities for youth from matric-
ulation to higher education. The government's

goal is to set the youth of Balochistan on the path |

to progress so they can

Quetta

march towards a bright
future. The Chief Minister
also mentioned that the
government is bringing
large-scale projects to cre-
ate employment opportuni-
ties, with millions of jobs
being created under the
public-private partnership
through the PSDP. Steps are
being taken to establish
industrial zones, promote
agricultural development,
and boost tourism.

The Chief Minister also
mentioned the Youth Skills
Development Program,
which aims to make young
people skilled and provide
them with overseas employ-
ment opportunities.

Under this program, the

| first batch of youth was sent

to Saudi Arabia, and more
youth will be sent by June.
He stated that the govern-
ment is working day and
night to solve the problems
of Balochistan's people, in
line with ‘the vision of

e S S T PO

President -Asif Ali. Zardari
and Pakistan Peoples Party
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto'
Zardari. The government
believes in public service,
and development projects
are being planned with the
welfare of the people in.
mind. He mentioned that for
the first time, the govern-
ment has introduced a sys-
tem where approved proj-
ects are included in the
PSDP budget.

The briefing was attend-
ed by PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari,
Acting  Governor  of
Balochistan Captain (Retd)
Abdul Khaliq Achakzai,
Chief Secretary of
Balochistan Shakeel Qadir
Khan, Additional Chief
Secretary of Home Zahid
Saleem, 1G Police
Balochistan Moazzam Jah
Ansari, Principal Secretary
to the Chief Minister Babar
Khan, and Spokesperson
for  the  Balochistan
Government _Shahid ‘Rind
and other senior officials,
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VOL XLV No. 1043 OQUETTA Thursday March 20, 2025 /Ramazan 19, 1446 Rs:
CM vows to tackle
- terrorism, promote
development

Staff Report

B,
;

o

NG
W s,
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_-

RIS

_ RegdNo.B.Cs

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti has
vowed 1o give a befitting reply to every act of terrorism in the
province. This comes after the tecent terrorist attacks on the Jafar
Expressanda security forces’ convoy in Nushki. Bugti praised the
swift and effective response of the security forces, saying that the
state and people are united in foiling such conspiracies,

A comprehensive plan is in place to enhance the professional
capabilities of the police and Levies to climinate terrorism and
ensure law and order. Joirt check posts have been established on
highways 1o combat crime, and the government is taking strict
steps against elements spreading fear and panic on social media.

Bugti emphasized that restoring law and order is the govern-
ment’s top priority, with intelligence-based operations and mod-
e technology being utilized, He expressed confidence that
Balochistan will become a cradle of peace, ciling past victories
against terrorists.

The Chief Minister also highlighted the government’s focus on
development and secunty, introducing reforms 1o improve educa-

i " ensuring transparency in government -
jobs. Initiatives like the Benazir Bhutto Scholarship Program and
the Chief Minister's Youth Skills Development Program aim to
provide opportunities for the youth and promote employment.

Bugti reiterated his commitment to transparency and account-
ability, ensuring public money is spent on wellare, and striv ng for
a peaceful and prosperous Balochistan where every citizen has
equal opportunities. In a symbolic gesture of respect, the cabiget
has approved the renaming of “Goli Mar Chowk™ and “Kachra
Poad” to “Shaheed Zakir Baloch Chowk” and “S.R. Ponniger
Road™ respectively. The cabinet also agreed lo expedite the
recruitment process for the Education Department on a contract
basis, initially for 18 months, with the possibility of extension
based on performance and attendance. This decision aims 10
address staffer shortages and tmprove the quality of education in |
the province. While addressing the cabiner, CM Mir Sarfraz Bugti -
reiterated that the people of Balochistan and the provincial cabinet
reject terrorism. He praised the security forces for their swift
actions, preventing major loss and destruction, He emphasized
that through meritocracy and good £overnance, the government
will resolve public issues sustainably,
. The CM also highlighted that education and healthcare remain
top priorities for the provincial government. He indicated tha
reforms in these sectors would contimue, and improvements in per-
formance would be driven by contract-based recruitment,

; The meeting concluded with an agreement to review the imple.
mentation and progress of decisions made in previous cabinet
meetings at the start of every fisture session, . :
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