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CM vows to provide

job to youth to
prevent radicalization

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti
emphasized the importance of empowering youth, stating that
the government aims to integrate them into the state’s devel-
opment framework and provide equal opportunities for
growth, He said that this initiative is driven by the understand-
ing that unemployed youth are more susceptible to influence
from anti-state elements.

He was addressing a ceremony to hand over visas and other
travel documents to the selected youth under the Chief
Minister Youth Skills Development Program.

The Chief Minister Balochistan expressed happiness and
said that today the first group of youth from Balochistan is
leaving for employment abroad, who will not only improve
their future but will also work as ambassadors of Pakistan and

Balochistan, besides becoming a means of supporting their

VOL XLV No. 104

families and economic stability as well as sending foreign
exchange. He directed the youth to go abroad and work hard,
adding that work with honesty and dedication and de not do
anything that brings disrepute to Pakistan. He said that pro-
viding education and development opportunities to the youth
of Balochistan is the top priority of the government. He said
that our provinee has different objective conditions from other
regions. If a youth is unemployed here, he can fall into the
hands of anti-state elements. Therefore. it is important 1o
restore the trust of the youth 1n the state through merit and
good governance. On this occasion, the CM directed the offi-
cials of the Labor and Manpower Department and B-TEVTA
to complete the process of sending all the remaining trending
youth abroad under this program by June this year. Bugti also
mentioned the happiness expressed by Chairman Pakistan
Peoples Party Bilawal Bhutto Zardar on the success of this
program and said that this project will prove ta be a milestone
in providing a bright future to the youth of Balochistan. The
CM advised the youth going abroad to make their place with
their hard work and dedication and bring glory to the name of
Balochistan and Pakistan. He said that the Balochistan gov-
ernment has set a target of making thirty thousand youth
skilled and providing them with employment abroad in five
years. He assured that the government will continue to take
such steps in the future so that the youth of the province can

get the best opportunities for development and economic sta-
bility.

i
QUETTA: Chief Minister Ba

andt el A ool

BTEVTA
CHIEF MESSTT] : --l S

Tl T

lochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti in a group photo with youth selected under the Chief Minister
e DeveJopment Program on Monday )

AT R TR AT

I QUETTA Tuesday March 18, 2025 /Ramazan 17, I

#
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v
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' GoB opens doors to dignified employment
for Balochistan's youth: CM Bugti -

QUETTA: The Chief Minister of
Balochistan Sarfaraz Bugti has said
that the provincial government has
opened doors to dignified employ-
ment for the unemployed youth of
Balochistan, who were previously
struggling with despair and uncertain-
ty. The govenment has decided to
bring the youth closer to the state and
provide them with equal opportunities
for development.

He expressed these views during a
ceremony where selected youth were
handed their visas and other wavel
documents under the Chief Minister
Youth Skills Development Program.

' Chief Minister stated “Teday, the
first group of youth from Balochistan
is departing abroad for employment.

By Our Reporter
These young individuals will not only
improve their futures but will also
serve as ambassadors for Pakistan and

Balochistan, helping to support their

families, contribute to economic sta-
bility, and send remittances back
home".

He advised the youth to work with
sincerity, integrity, and dedication
while abroad and to avoid any actions
that might tamish Pakistan's reputa-
tion. He emphasized that providing
education and development opportu-
nities for Balochistan's youth is the
government's top priority. Balochistan
faces unique circumstances compared
to other regions, and if a young person

i)s unemployed here, they could fall

prey to anli-state elements. Therefore,
it is crucial to restore the youth's trust
in the state through merit and good
govemance.

The Chief Minister directed the
officials of the Department of Labour

& Manpower and BTVETA|

(Balochistan Technical Edncat.i_on and
Vocational Training Authority) to

ensure that the remaining trained |

youth are sent abroad under this pro-
by June this year.

mgnarf:mz Bugti also acknowledged

the happiness expressed by the

Chairman of the Pakistan Peoples

Party, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, rcgmd-

ing the success of the program, calling

" it a milestone that will provide a

bright future  for the youth of
Balochistan.

He advised the youth
leaving for foreign employ-
ment to make their mark
through hard work and ded-
ication, .©  representing
Balochistan and Pakistan
with pride.

He reminded them that
the government has trained

them using public
resources
them with the opportunity
to work abroad, and if any
youth returns before the
designated time without
sufficient cause, the costs

incurred on them will be
recovered,

The Chief Minister

- appreciated the efforts of

the Adviser on Labour and
Manpower, Sardar Ghulam
Rasool Umrani, Chief
Secretary of Balochistan,
Shakeel Qadir Khan, the
Secretary of Labour, and
the Director General of
BTEG, Tariq Javed Men gal,
and other officials for their
performance in implement-
ing the Youth Skills
Development Program.

\He mentioned that the
Balochistan government

and providcd1
| Advisor on Labour and

has set a target of training |
30,000 youth for foreign
employment over the past
five years, and efforts must
continue to achieve this
goal. He assured that the
government would keep
taking such steps to provide .
the best opportunities “for '/
development and economic

. stability to the youth of the' |
tax | province.

Earlier, the Provincial

Manpower, Sardar Ghulam
Rasool Umrani, the head of
the Education Foundation,
Zafar Qadir, and DG

BTVETA Tariq Javed
Mengal also addressed the’
event, shedding light on the
usefulness and progress of
the program. .

At the end of the ceremo-
ny, the Chief Minister of
Balochistan handed over
visas and necessary docu-
ments to the selected youth
under the. Chief Minister
Youth Skills Development |
Program. - The ceremony
was attended by provincial
ministers, advisors, parlia-
mentary secretaries, mem-
bers of the assembly, and
senior officials.
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Balochistan’s
fragile peace

.Balcchislan finds itsell once again at a
critical juncture, grappling with a deeply
entrenched and increasingly volatile secu-
rity situation. The recent attacks on the
Jatfar Express in Bolan and the security
forces’ buses in Nushki, resulting in tragic
loss of life, serve as stark reminders of the
fragility of peace in the region. These inci-
dents have reignited the debate surround-
ing the appropriale response to the ongo-
ing insurgency, pitting those advocating
for a full-scale military operalion against
those who champion a path of dialogue
and reconciliation. The complexities of the
Balochistan issue cannot be overstated.
Decades of perceived neglect, coupled with
genuine grievances regarding, resource
distribution, political representalion, and

. human rights, have fostered a deep sense of

alienation among, segments of the Baloch
population. This alienation, in turn, has
created fertile ground for insurgent groups
to thrive, exploiling the vulnerabilities of a
disenfranchised youth. The argument for a
forceful military response, while seem-
ingly appealing in its immediacy, risks
exacerbating the existing tensions. History
has repeatedly demonstrated that military
solutions alone cannot address the root
causes of conflict In Balochistan, such an
approach could further alienate the popu-
lation, fueling resentment and providing

R ———

anti-state elements with a potent narrative
of oppression. Moreover, it would likely
lead to a cycle of violence, with devastating,
consequences for civilians caught in the
crossfire. The alternative, a comprehensive
and sincere dialogue process offersa more
sustainable path towards peace. This
approach recognizes that the Balochistan
issue is fundamentally political and
requires political solutions. It necessitates a
willingness to engage with all stakehold-
ers, including, those who have taken up
arms. This requires concrete actions that
demonstrate a genuine commitment to
addressing the long-standing issues plagu-
ing the province. At present Balochistan is
facing, several core issues but the key issue
is the issue of missing persons which has
created a gap between people and state.
There is a need of addressing this issue ona
priority basis and assuring peaple that the
state stands behind them.  Likewise,
empowering local communities and ensur-
ing their meaningful participation in deci-
sion-making processes is critical for foster-
ing a sense of ownership and belonging.
And a comprehensive and inclusive dia-
logue process, involving all stakeholders, is
necessary to address the root causes of the
conflict and develop a sustainable peace
plan. The current situation in Balochistan
demands a nuanced and - strategic
approach. While security measures are
necessary to protect lives and property,
they must be complemented by a genuine
commitment to addressing the underlying
grievances that fuel the conflict.
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Electricity, Gas & Inflation Woes

: Ramzan is a time of spiritual reflection, communal harmony, and
(s_hared blessings. However, for the people of Balochistan, this Ramzan

»heﬁls'become a month of unprecedented hardship. The dual crisis of elee-
WCIW and gas load shedding, coupled with soaring inflation, has made
life exceedingly difficult for the common people. Whilc these challenges
are felt across the country, the situation in Balochistan is particularly
dire. This Ramzan, the people of Balochistan are not only fasting from
food and water but also from basic necessities like clectricity, gas, and
affordable essentials. Load shedding has long been a persistent issuc in
Balochistan, it has reached unbearable levels. Hours-long power oulages
have become the norm, disrupting daily lifc and making it ncarly impos-
sible for households to function normally. The situation is cven Worse

- when it comes to gas supply. Many arcas in the province cxperience

£ complete gas shutdowns, leaving families struggling to cook meals for

""Sehri and Iftar. For a province already grappling with poverty and limit-
ed infrastructure, the absence of these basic utilities 1s not just an incon-

venience.

The impact of load shedding is felt most acutely during Ramzan, a
month that revolves around family gatherings and communal meals.
Preparing meals before dawn or breaking the fast at sunset becomes a
herculean task when there is no electricity or gas. Women, who tradi-
tionally bear the responsibility of cooking, are forced to spend hours in
the kitchen under extremely challenging conditions. The lack of refrig-
ue to power cuts also means that food spoils quickly, adding to

eration d
the financial burden of already struggling families. Compounding the
misery is the relentless rise in inflation. The prices of cssential com-
including flour, sugar, cooking oil, and meat, have skyrocket-
even the most basic

are already

modities,
ed, making it difficult for many familics to afford

items for their Iftar tables. In a province where poverty rates
among the highest in the country, this inflationary pressure is pushing
countless households to the brink. The joy of Ramzan, which is-tradi-
tionally marked by generosity and abundance, has been replaced by anx-
jety and despair. The situation is further exacerbated by the lack of gov-
ernment intervention. While officials often cite global energy crises and
economic instability as reasons for the shortages, these explanations
offer little comfort to the people of Balochistan. The province has long
been marginalized, with its resources exploited while its people remain
_deprived of basic amenities. The current crisis is a stark reminder of the
Jistan has endured for decades. The govern-

systemic neglect that Balocl
ment's fatlure 10 address these issues effectively is not just a failure of

policy but a failure of justice.

This Ramzan, the people of Ba
The province needs immediate investment in its cnergy
_including the development of alternative energy sources and the repair

of existing systems. Gas supply networks must be expanded and mod-
ernized to ensure that households have access to this basic necessity. At
" the same time, the government must take concrete steps.to curb infla-
tion, such as stabilizing prices, providing subsidies for essential goods,
and cracking down on hoarding and profiteering. These measures,
though challenging, are essential to alleviating the suffering of the peo-

ple. ; : :

lochistan are calling for urgent action.
infrastructure,
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