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__RegdNo.B.C6  VOL XLV No. 1035 QUETTA Wednesday March 12, 2025 /Ramaz
o He said that the Balochistan government was taking serious
steps 10 meet the electricity needs through alternative energy

? A k J ff projects.
ttac On a ar Ilhk:;hisl an Chicf Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti said that he

was grateful to the Chinese government for providing home

EX reSS Cowardly act « solar systems to Balochistan under CPEC, which will help in
. . afleviating public problems. The Chief Minister said that these
O terror’lsm' Bug‘tl solar systems were lying in warchouses for many months, but
° the current goveroment ensurcd their transparent distribution
and low-cost installation.

Stl"%SCS SOClaL educatlonal Provincial ministers and members of the assembly met with

i 1, A Balochistan Chicel Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti at the Chief
development Ofmmontles, nunlSterSr Minister Secretariat on Tuesday. The mecting was attended by

MPS Cau on Chleme]Ster key officials, including Provincial Minister for Development
Staff Report and Planning Mir Zohoor Ahmed Buled: and Provincial
L Advisor for Women Development Dr. Rubaba Khan Buledi.

UETTA: Balochi - 5 : . Development projec_ls. gvumen‘s development. publ'ic wel-
Sas strun:lyizo:;;dc]::;:?ltg:;ifaﬁl:::;: ;:;;:Ef;::ﬂ?:&‘i ‘ fare, and other pressing issucs were _dnscusscd during tbe
ling it a cowardly act of terrorism. He vowed that the attackers ' metHOE EHIEL MeTisie ngl‘; [ Aimtinich, g A
will face severe consequences. cmphasizing that those who | som e SP completing Icvclopmcn[ pmﬁ:ls ;m e
<hed blood will not find refuge anywhere. nmm__:,_m p;;:udcfl;shn%sl;lunons !:.pm‘l;:cms related to _basl:c

Bugti warned that terrorists will be completely cradicated, "::;;Ir:::m‘: :ea rr_-me.‘ at providing these ameniies 15 (1
and those challenging the state’s authority in Balochistan will g _Dp pﬂ,y'
be destroyed. He assured the public that the security agencies
are actively pursuing the terrorists, and the search operation
will continue until the last Lerrorist is eliminated. !

The Chief Minister reiterated that the entire nation stands
united with the brave security forces, and they will uproot ter- |
rorism completely. He empbasized that the atta ck on the Jaffar
Express is 8 direct threat to national security, and a compre-
hensive response will be given. Bugti concluded that there is
no place for terrorists in Balochistan, and they will be defeated
through national unity. !

Balochistan Chief Minister Mit Sarfaraz Bugti met with
minority leaders from Khuzdar at the Chief Minister
Secrefariat in Quetta on Tuesday. The meeting was attended
by senior officials, including Senior PPP Jeader Agha Shakeel
Ahmed Durrani, Parliamentary Secrelary Minority Affairs
Sanjay Kumar, Senator Dinesh Kumar, and MPA Ravi Kumar.

During the meeting, Chief Minister Bugti emphasized that
the social and educational development of minoritics in
Balochistan is a top priority for the government,

He handed over a cheque of Rs 34 million from the
Minority Welfare Fund to support poor minority families in
K huzdar. The funds will be dist ributed under the supervision
of the concerned Deputy Commissioner.

~ Thisinitiative is part of the go\-’crnmml's efforts to promote
inclusive growth and development in Balochistan, aligning
with the province's comprehensive development strategy.
. Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti has said that
the provision of home solar systems is an iroportant milestone
. for tbe people of Balochistan. . R
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Reviving
informal trade

Districts of Balochistan sharing the bor-
der with Iran and Afghanistan are more
-underdeveloped. Poverty, unemployment
and backwardness are much higher in
these districts. Residents at borders dis-
tricts compelled fulfi] their daily needs
and commodities from informal trade and
when there is closure of border trade not
only alarge number of people become job-
less but also people face daily commodity
shortage. The closure of informal business
muitiplies the miseries and sufferings of
local people who have been protesting and
agitating against the closure of informal
trade atborderareas. Balochistan’s chronic
underdevelopment keeps jts residents
impoverished and marginalized,
Compared  with  other provinces,
Balochistan trails behind in economic
development as its 12 million residents face
poverty, poor health and infrastructure,
and low literacy. The region’s underdevel-
opment has forced its youth to make a Liv-
ing from dangerous ‘cross-border trade.
Analysts claim that Balochistan deeply
relies on the informal fuel trade with | ran.
Thousands render jobless once the border
is closer and extraordinarily strict restric-
tions on oil and other trade. In the past

- there was no travel and trade restrictions
on people but in the Jast some years travel
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and trade restrictions have been imposed
by erecting fences at the border which has
worsened the situation, If the situation at
the borders remains the same then the sce-
nario of the province will be similar to that
of Sudan and Semalia as economic misery
will  spread rapidly  throughout
Balochistan. For the last several decades,
the people of Makran, Chagai and other
border districts used to make a living from
trade with Iran. Before the Goldsmith Line,
the people of both sides used to freely visit
each other. There were no restrictions. The
contracts were based in terms of relation-
ships, culture and language. The largest
source of livelihood in Balochistan espe-
cially in Makran is the border trade with
Iranwhich has been running the economic
wheel of the society. Most of the people
hailing from Awaran, Khuzdar, Lasbela,
Jhalawan, Sarawan and Mashkel also rely
on this trade, because there are no employ-
ment opportunilies. The authorities ought
to make public access to the border possi-
ble so that the business community and
the working class could earn a living and
support their children. To resume the bor-
der trade with Tran and Afghanistan the
Pakistani authorities must take all possible
measures to revive lrade with neighboring
countries and address the looming pov-
erty, hunger and disillusionment at horder
areas. The authorities must sort out issues
hindering resumption of trade and ought
to be addressed on priority basis by the
government and authorities concerned.
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