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Silent suffocation

Balochistan is once again grappimg
ith drought The past three months, crit-
wal for the province’s agracultural and
Inestock sectors, have debivered a cruel
blow: a stark defiit in rainfall This silent
suffocation, though not unfamiliar to
Balochistan, is a stark reminder of the
region’s vulnerability to climatic vagaries
and the urgent need for proactive, sus-
tained interventions. Drought is not a new
phenomenon in Balochistan. The prov-
tnce’s arid climate has historically ren-
dered it susceptible toboth short and long-
term dry spells, each leaving a trail of
hardship and displacement. However, the
Current situation, fueled by increasingly
erratic weather patterns, demands a
response that transcends reactive meas-
ures. The mainstay of Balochistan’s econ-
omy, agriculture, 1s withering, Crops are

 failing, livestouk is succumbing to thirst

and starvation, and the livelthoods of
countless families are hanging in the bal-
ance. The consequences are far-reaching,
Beyond immediate economic hardship,
the drought exacerbates existing vulnera-
bilities. Water scarcity intensifies, putting
immense pressure on already strained
resources. This can lead to increased com-
petition for water, potential social unrest,
and a surge in migration, further destabi-
lizing the region. The impact on livestock,
acrudial source of income and sustenance,
will have long-term repercussions on food
security and rural livelihoods. The pro-

vincial povernment must take immexdiate
and decisive action, Furstly, emergerwy
relef measures are paramount. This
includes providing access to clean drink-
ing water, fodder for livestock, and food
assistanve  to vulnerable  populations.
Sevondly, a comprehensive assessment of
the drought's impaect is crucal for
informed  decision-making. Promoting
water-efficient crops and hvestock man-
agement practices.Introducing drought-
resistant crop veriches. promoting sus-
tainable land management practices, and
diversifving  agricultural  livelihoods.
Establishing fodder hanks, providing
veterinary services, and promoting breed
improvement to enhance livestock resil-
tenice. Moreover, strengthening meteoro-
logical monitoring and developing effec-
tive early warning systems lo provide
timely information to farmers and com-
munities. The federal government’s role
is equally critical. Balochistan requires
significant finandial and technical assis-
tance to implement these measures. The
drought in Balochistan is not merely an
environmental crisis; it is a humanitarian
and economic crisis that demands urgent
attention. By combining immediate relief
with long-term resilience-building strate-
gies, the government, in collaboration
with local communities and international
partners, can mitigate the impacts of
drought and secure a more sustainable
future for Balochistan. The silence of the
drought must be broken with decisive
action, transforming vulnerability into
resilience.
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