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QUETTA: Balochistan  Chiel

Mimster Mir Sarfaraz Bugti haa
! uaid that the provimon of homne
- solar systems ia an irportant mile-

stone for the people of Balochistan.

 HMe woid that the Balochistan

ym-rnm was  taking - serious |

. stcpa to meet the clectricity needs
- through ' ‘aliernative energy pro-
_ Jects) Addremng 8 ceremony held

f,‘htfe in Quctts omn Wedwduy

M,unvells home solar systems, dubsl

as ‘white elephant’

metit for providing home y.hr 55~
tems o Balochistan under CPLC,
which will help in alleviatmg pub-
lic protdems. The Chief Minister
sail that thexe wilar syntems were
lying in warchouses for many
monthy, but the current govern-
ment ensured their trarsparent dis-
tritttion and krw-cost installation.

The Chicf Minister, while' tpprtcp- v
 ating
i Pndmnem:ry Secretary I'..ne'rs)f. i,
Chief Secretary  and  Secretary -
. Energy, said that initially Rs. 35 10
- 40) crores were al!omadlbr this
'~-;’prqoc{ ]wwmr due o cﬂ'zcmc'

the efforts of

A i

planning, this work i1 bcmg com-
pleted for Rs. 12 1 13 crores and
the national exchequer has waved @
lt. The Chief Minister of
Bffiochistan said that Guadar, the
city is the hub of CPEC, and the
people there shamld benefit frum
this pruject on a priovity basis. He
directed that at Jeast 3,000 bouse-
holds in Gwadar should be pro-

he - vided with this facility so that the
‘people of CGwadar realize that’
CPLC came inn existence duc 1o -

their sacrifices sod is working for

their welfare. He said that the
'kadmtmmnmmwmgrg

1o extablish uﬁ/guk Saltions in is
divelopment budpst  through
which electriciry will be provided
m thowe sreas where treditional
prid staticas are A available. [n
this regard, & pikit project will be
started 1o Mokundi, Duleda, Sui,
Sherant snd Mashkel and later its
scope will be extended to other dis-
tricts, he sdded. The Chief Minister
of ' Balochistan, while calling
QESCO 2 “white ei:p!mf‘. saxd
that this fcstitution is causing an

mmmﬂwpmbkmmmupm-:

ple due 10 ity poor

performance.
QESCOnlwz bsmmmyhghr-

while eorrups practices bxve |lﬁo :
reached their peaic. Pelesriog o g’;

agricultural wisrization project

landowners, e Chief Mimiter

Founted by Syed Faseih faf

stant] E
@balochistantimes.pk ﬁ@balachJstanan
Thursday March 06, 2025 /Ramadan 05 1

e

said that the Balochistan govern- -

fnent, in collsboration with the fed-
eral governent, bas a mega pro-
ject worth bailion rupees has been

started which is progressing rep-
inlly, borweves due to the slownsts

of QESCO, there are deluys et some

places. If QESCO does nof take,

mnwlmcﬁgpt,mc&lochnm
government - will ~complete -the

installation dmhqﬂmm(ﬂ-

1-h

with the lando

s‘fl.‘-: X

“
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QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has termed the provision of home
solar systems a significant milestone for the p eo-
ple of the province, reaffirming the governme :nt's
commitment to fulfilling electricity nizeds
through altemative energy projects.

Speaking at a ceremony in Quetta on
Wednesday, the Chief Minister expressed grati-
tude to the Chinese govemment for pre .viding
home solar systems under the CPEC ini tative,
stating that the project would help allevi? ite pub-
lic hardships. He noted that these solar’ systems
had been lying in warehouses for month: 3, but the
current govermnment ensured their trf ansparent
distribution and low-cost installation. .

CM Bugti praised the effortsi of the
Parliamentary Secretary for Encrgy, the Chief
Secretary, and the Secretary for Ene rgy, stating
that the project was initially allocate d Rs 350 to
400 million. However, due to efficie:nt planning,
it is now being completed within R s 120 to 130

mismanagement.

million, resulting in significant savings for the
national treasury.

Highlighting the importance of Gwadar as the
heart of CPEC, CM Bugti directed authorities to
provide at least 5,000 households in Gwadar
with home solar systems. He emphasized that the
people of Gwadar should dircctly benefit from
CPEC, as their sacrifices have played a crucial
role in making the project a reality.

He further announced that the Balochistan
government is incorporating off-grid power sta-
tions into its development budget to ensure elec-
tricity supply to areas lacking conventional grid
stations. As part of this initiative, pilot projects
will be launched in Nokundi, Buleda, Sut,
Sherani, and Mashkhel, with plans to expand to
other districts later.

CM Bugti strongly criticized the Quetta
Electric Supply Company (QESCO), calling it a
“white elephant” due to its poor performance and
Continued on page 7

He pointed out that high*

W —
1 NAUGURATIGH
CEREMONY

line losses and rampant
corruption within QESCO'’
have exacerbated public
grievances.

Addressing the solariza-
tion of agriculture, the
| Chief Minister announced
that the Balochistan gov-
emment, in collaboration
with the federal govern-
ment, has launched a Rs 50
| billion mega project 10
shift agricultural = tube
wells 1o solar energy.

However, he lamented
that QESCO's inefficiency
was causing delays in
some areas.

*If QESCO does not act
swiftly, the provincial gov-
ernment will complete the
installation of solar sys-
tems for farmers independ-

S

Q uetta

Balochistam -
- Expre

- Gwadar mu st benefit from
~ CPEC solar initiative: CM

By (Jur Reporter

1
—

ently,” he warned.

CM Bugti stated that
farmers are eager (0 switch
from QESCO to solar ener-
gy and assured that the
government would expe-

* dite the project to strength-

en the agricultural sector
and economy.

Reilerating his govern-
ment's dedication to public
welfare projects, CM Bugti”
assured that morc energy
initiatives would be intro-
duced for the people of
Balochistan.

He instructed relevant
departments to ensure the
fair and transparent distri-
bution 'of solar systems,
preventing any interfer-
ence by ineligible individ-
uals.

the Balochistan govern-
ment would continue tak-

ing every possible measure
for the province's develop-
ment and introduce new
projects wherever feasible
to improve the lives of its
people.

The Chief Minister also
appreciated the contribu-
tions of Friends of China
Forum Chairman, Bayzid
Khan Kasi, for strengthen-
ing ties between the
Chinese and Balochistan
governments and extended
his best wishes to him.

Earlier, Parliamentary
Secretary for Energy, Mir
Asghar Rind, and
Additional Secretary of the

“ Energy Department also
‘shared their views on the
Home - Solar '
Program.

System

e

He further pledged that -

s -

Balochistan

Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti inaugurates the provision of

15,000 solar home systems with the support of the Chinese government.

provincial ministers, assembly members,

and the Chief Secretary of

“Balochistan are also present.
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Promoting local
handicrafts

The handicrafts of Balochistan, which
have huge potential to provide employ-
ment opportunities to the locals, needed
government attention to get a market
approach. The local handicrafts have been
made in a huge quantity across the prov-
ince, which are popular across the country
and can be revealed as a best source of
income for the local womnen. Balochistan is
known for unique and intricate produc-
tion of handicrafts which include hand-
made Balochi shoes known for their dura-
bility, uniqueness and fineness all over the
country; fine mirror work, embroide-ry,
and marble work and fine quality pre-
cious stones. The hand-made manufactur-
ing of Balochi shoes, bags, welts, cloths,
hand hags and much other stuff are fine
work requiring keen attention and hard
work and greal polential to attract buyers
and earn revenue. Unfortunately, no seri-
ous altention has been paid by the succes-
sive governments to promote handicraft
sector in Balochistan therefore despite all
the uniqueness, the handicraft sector
could not thrive in the province. This her-
itage is diminishing due to the rising
prices of raw material and lack of patron-
age from the government. No policy had

* been formulated for the home-based

workers associated with traditional shoe-

making unless and until authentic_data

e
Dated:L

e [ v ey

and statistics was collected about these
disadvantaged workers. Home-based

™S are an important part of
Balochistan’s informal economy. Home-
based work exists in all sectors of employ-
ment including handicrafts, manufactur-
ing and agro-based sectors. It is an impor-
tant source of employment for the local
women who lack social security protec-
tion. A little focus on the part of the gov-
ernment can bring a huge change in the
life of workers associated with handicraft
sector. Through giving its status of indus-
try and encouraging workers, the handi-
craft sector of the province has potential to
engage a huge number of families to earn
a respectable livelihood and contribute to
strengthening the provincial economy. It
is essential that the government play its
due role in promoting handicrafts being
made in the neglected rural and semi-
urban areas of the province by arranging,
exhibitions, trade fairs and craft bazaars
both at home and abroad to create a mar-
ket for them. The authorities ought to
establish handicrafts stalls to generaterev-
enue and create employment opportuni-
ties as it would acquaint the people of dif-
ferent regions with diverse culture and
traditions of Balochistan, Undoubtedly,
through offering domestic skills evalua-
tion and opportunities to locals and assist-
ing the local community of the respective
areas in trade and handicraft sectors
would bring extra- ordinary changein the
financial condition of peoples living
remote and rural areas.
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