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Regd No. B.C.6 VOL XLV No. 1051 QUETTA Friday March 28, 2025 /Ramazan 27, 1446

Targeting innocent
citizens brutal,
unforgivable
crime: Bugti

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Thursday strongly condemned the incident of killing innocent
passengers after disembarking them from a bus in the Kalmat
area of Nushki district, calling it a heinous and cowardly act.

The Chief Minister said that targeting innocent citizens is a
brutal and unforgivable crime, the perpetrators of which
would not be able to escape the clutches of the law.

He said that the terrorists have not only martyred innocent
citizens but have also violated the hospitality, traditions and
peace of Balochistan. ;

He said that the hideous face of the terrorists has been
exposed before the nation and the unwavering resolve of the
nation against terrorism could be weakened by such barbaric
acts.

Mir Sarfaraz Bugti said that the war against hardcore ter-
rorists would continue with full force and these brutal ele-
sments would be brought 10 justice.

He raised the question that why those who call for protests
and sit-ins for personal purposes aregsilent on this brutal

e T = | m—r

He said that those who are keeping a meaningful silence on
the killing of innocent workers should tell whom they are sup-
porting, because silence is considered consent and it is being
proven who is facilitating whom.

While expressing his heartfelt sympathy and condolences
to the families of the deceased, he assured them that the gov-
emment would take all possible steps to bring the killers to
justice.

Balochistan Chief Minister (CM) Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Thursday strongly condemned the explosion that took place
near a police mobile on Quetta’s Double Road.

In a condemnatory statement, the CM said that such cow-
ardly acts of terrorism could not weaken the moral of public
and security forces.

He said that the Balochistan government would ensure the
safety of the lives and property of the people at all costs and
action against terrorists could be further intensified.

The CM prayed for the speedy recovery of the injured in the
incident and directed the concerned authorities to provide the
best medical facilities to the injured.

He expressed his condolences and heartfelt sympathy to the
families of those martyred in the blast.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti said that such heinous acts in the holy
month of Ramadan expose the heinous intentions of the terror-
ists but the government and security forces would not allow
these heinous objectives to succeed at any cost.
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Regulating Internet in Balochistan

Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti on the need to regulate internet serv-
ices in the province has sparked an important debate on the dual nature
of digital connectivity its potential for progress and its misuse by hostile
clements. While the internet is an indispensable tool for education, com-
munication, and economic growth, its unregulated use can also become
a weapon in the hands of anti-state actors seeking to destabilize society.
The Chief Minister's call for a balanced approach to internet governance
is not just timely but essential for ensuring both security and develop-
ment in Balochistan. In an era where the internet has become the
bedrock of communication, education, and connectivity, the significance
of responsible regulation cannot be overstated. Recently, Balochistan's
Chief Minister, Mir Sarfraz Bugti, underscored the necessity of regulat-
ing internet services in a meeting that underscored a dual responsibility:
leveraging the power of the digital landscape for positive engagement
while safeguarding the youth from manipulative narratives. His remarks
offer a critical insight into the complexities surrounding internet gover-
nance, especially in a province like Balochistan, which faces unique
challenges. Chief Minister Bugti's stance regarding internet services
reflects a pragmatic approach to a complex issue. While critics may
argue that internet restrictions could stifle freedoms, the reality in
Balochistan demands precautionary measures to prevent exploitation by
hostile forces. The ultimate goal should be a secure, connected, and
prosperous Balochistan where technology serves as a tool for progress
rather than a weapon of destabilization.

The provincial government's next steps particularly the proposed IT
policy will be crucial in achieving this balance. If implemented wisely,
regulated internet access can protect the province's interests while
paving the way for a brighter, more stable future. The meeting chaired
by Chief Minister Bugti included various stakeholders from the IT
department, cellular operators, and government officials, signifying a
collaborative approach in tackling the raised concerns. Bugti's directive
to formulate a comprehensive policy for the regulation of internet serv-
ices is both timely and essential. By framing a policy that considers the
specific socio-political landscape of Balochistan, the government could
potentially harness the benefits of modern technology such as real-time
satellite monitoring for critical purposes ranging from law enforcement
to agricultural improvements and disaster management. Indeed, the
proposition of using technology for advancing governance illustrates an
understanding of how IT can enhance transparency and efficiency in
public affairs, By integrating the IT sector into governance, bureaucratic
processes can be streamlined, allowing for a more responsive and
accountable administration. The chief minister's vision hints at a future
where technology not only addresses immediate governance challenges
but also serves as a catalyst for economic development and moderniza-

tion in the region. ;]
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Mr. Bugti placed emphasis on the empowerment of youth, a demo-
graphic that holds immense potential for driving change. However, the
threat posed by misinformation on digital platforms cannot be over-
looked youth are particularly susceptible to radicalization when exposed
to distorted narratives, As such, the call for protective measures against
misleading content on social media is a necessary step. This would not
only cushion the youth from harmful influences but also facilitate the
creation of counter-narratives that promote national integrity and com-
munal harmony.

Involvement of the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) in
drafting comprehensive proposals is a notable step towards operational-
izing this vision. By soliciting detailed recommendations and actively
engaging in dialogue with the relevant stakeholders, the government is
effectively taking a participatory route. This could lead to well-rounded
policies that recognize the nuances of Balochistan's social fabric while
addressing the overarching need for security and stability. As
Balochistan navigates this path, it is essential for the government to
remain vigilant about overreach. While regulation is vital, it should not
evolve into censorship or restrict freedom of expression. Finding a bal-
ance between ensuring the safety and well-being of citizens and pre-
serving democratic values is crucial. A regulatory framework that edu-
cates users about responsible internet usage while deterring harmful
activities can yield positive outcomes without infringing upon funda-
mental rights. '

Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti's initiative to regulate internet serv-
ices in Balochistan speaks volumes about the government's commitment
to hamessing technology for the greater good. By pursuing a policy that
prioritizes youth engagement and addresses the challenges posed by
misinformation, the province stands to benefit both socially and eco-
nomically. For Balochistan, the intemet should not merely be a conduit
for information but a catalyst for empowerment and progressive change.
The road ahead will undoubtedly be challenging, but with focused regu-
latory measures and a commitment to transparency, Balochistan can
pave the way for a brighter, more connected future.

Balochistan, facing unique challenges, including militancy, separatist
movements, and external propaganda aimed at radicalizing the youth.
Social media platforms, despite their benefits, have increasingly been
exploited to spread disinformation, incite violence, and promote anti-
state narratives. Chief Minister Bugti rightly pointed out that while the
internet is crucial for education and training, unchecked access allows
malign elements to manipulate young minds, pushing them toward
destructive ideologies. The concems raised are not without precedent.
Globally, governments have imposed temporary internet restrictions in
conflict zones to curb misinformation and coordinate security opera-
tions. Pakistan itself has witnessed instances where social media was
used to organize violent protests or spread fake news during sensitive
times. Balochistan, given its geopolitical significance and history of
inrest, cannot afford to let digital spaces become breeding grounds for
‘haos. Regulated internet access does not mean blanket censorship.
instead, it should involve structured policies that block harmful content

wwWwhile ensuring uninterrupted access to educational and developmental _—
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Delay in projects’
funding

Balochistan lags far behind in develop-
ment as compared to other provinces of
the country. There are many factors that
contribute to the lack of development of
Balochistan in which one of the main fac-
tors is the federal government’s inatten-
tion towards Balochistan. Development
projects are announced for Balochistan
but timely release of funds is a serious
issue. The Senate Standing Committee on
Planni Development, and Special
Initiatives, chaired by Senator Quratulain
Marri at the Parliament House high-
lighted that development projects in
Balochistan face ry delays in
fund releases, leading to cost and time
overruns. - Representatives from the
Balochistan government revealed that
delays in fund releases force revisions in
project costs, ultimately burdening the
province. They urged the federal govern-
ment to ensure timely provision of funds.
The Ministry of Finance informed the
committee that it had received 30 project

s under the PSDP 2024-25. Out of
a cumulative authorisation of Rs51.548 bil-
lionissued by the Ministry of Planning for
provincial PSDP projects up to the third
quarter, Rs13.254 billion was allocated for
Balochistan, with Rs9.692 billion released
so far. Officials explained that Rs1.2 billion
had already been disbursed for prioritised
projects in Balochistan during the third
quarter, while an additional Rs34 billion
is expected to be released within the next

v e e ]

two to three weeks. Balochistan officials
cited the example of the Gwadar
Development Authority Business Plan
(PSDP-254), approvod by Ecnec in 2010
with an estimated cost of Rs25 billion.
Only Rs12 billion has been released so
far, and the project remains stalled due to
insufficient funding. The committee
chairperson directed relevant authorities
to submit a detailed plan, expenditure
report, and remaining fund require-
ments in the next meeting. Additionally,
the committee called for the release of
funds for all pending PSDP projects in
Balochistan and requested copies of the
National Economic Council (NEC) deci-
sions regarding the financial burden-
sharing mechanism between the federal
and provincial governments. To address
the grievances of Balochistan it is essen-
tial that the federal government pay extra
ordinary focus towards development of
Balochistan which is facing underdevel-
opment in all its sectors including that of
infrastructure, road network, agricul-
ture, irrigation, education and health.
The pace of work on Quetta Karachi
(N-25) national highway is extremely
slow despite the fact that timely comple-
tion of this project is very important.
Likewise, there are many other develop-
ment projects, including that of construc-
tion of dams which are facing shortage of
funds. It is essential that the federal gov-
ernment must pay due attention towards
Balochistan’s development and ensure
release of funds for development projects
timely so that the projects could be com-
pleted within a set period.
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