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Federation's Historic
Commitment for Balochistan

For the first time in the history of Balochistan, a high-level delegation
comprising federal ministers, secretaries, and heads of federal depart-
ments arrived in Quetta to address the long-standing issues of the
province. This unprecedented gathering, chaired by Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, marks a significant milestone in the jour-
ney towards resolving the province's grievances and fostering a stronger
partnership between the federation and Balochistan. The meeting, which
brought together key stakeholders from diverse sectors, reflects a
renewed commitment to addressing the challenges faced by the people
of Balochistan and unlocking the province's immense potential. As the
province stands at a critical juncture, the federal government's coordi-
nated approach offers a glimmer of hope. The commitment to resolving
Balochistan's challenges ranging from economic distress and infrastruc-
tural decay to security dilemmas has the potential to usher in transfor-
mational change. If executed effectively with continued dialogue
between the federal and provincial authorities, this meeting could well
be remembered as the genesis of a new era for Balochistan, one marked
by unity, development, and opportunity for its people. The discussions
during the meeting were comprehensive and forward-looking, covering
a wide range of issues that have plagued Balochistan for decades. From
energy and infrastructure to security and economic development, the
federal and provincial governments demonstrated a shared resolve to
work collaboratively for the betterment of the province. The outcomes
of this meeting, if implemented effectively, have the potential to trans-
form Balochistan into a hub of progress and prosperity. One of the most
significant outcomes of the meeting was the agreement on a coordinated
approach to address illegal trawling, a persistent issue that has under-
mined the livelihoods of local fishermen. The decision to implement a
tracking system, establish a control room, and take concrete measures to
curb illegal activities is a welcome step. Additionally, the proposal for a
one-time amnesty registration of approximately 6,000 fishing boats
within Balochistan's limits is a pragmatic solution that balances regula-
tion with the needs of local communities.

The energy sector, a critical driver of economic growth, also received
due attention. The delay in the solar tube well project, which has caused
financial losses for landowners, was discussed in detail. The assurance
by the Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of Energy to release the
remaining funds for the installation of solar tube wells is a positive
development. The completion of this project will not only alleviate the
financial burden on farmers but also promote sustainable agricultural
practices in the province. Balochistan's infrastructure deficit has long
been a barrier to its development. The meeting addressed this issue

i
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Lingering of
missing persons

Opposition  members  of  the
Balochistan Assembly have expressed
grave concerh over the increase in the
number of cases of enforced disap-
pearances of Baloch people and the
alleged “secret® burial of 13 bodies at
midnight. They said that the Baloch
people were secking their constitu-
tional rights, and the situation would
not improve with such a mindset being
adopted by the rulers in Islamabad.

Former chief minister and National
Party president, Dr Malik Baloch on a
point of order said that earlier, rela-
tives of the missing persons used to be
taken to hospitals for identification of
the bodies, but in this case the bodies
were buried at midnight at a local
graveyard without informing their
relatives. .

He said that last night, the renowned
psychiatrist Prof Ilyas Baloch, his son
and son-in-law were taken into cus-
tody by security forces. ‘With such
steps, the situation in Balochistan will
not improve and the chief minister
should look into the matter, he said,
adding that the solution to the
Balochistan issue is possible only
through dialogue.

All stakeholders should sit together

_and come to a consensus on the solu-

tion.

The issue of missing persons haunts
Balochistan, casting a long, dark
shadow over the its already fragile
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peace, Families live ina perpetual atate
of agonizing uncertainty, their Jives
suspended in a limbo of unanswered
questions and unfulfilled hopes. The
silence of the missing echoes through
the streets of Quetta, through the val-
leys and mountains, a constant
reminder of the unresolved pain that
grips the province,

The issue of missing
demands urgent and unequivoval
attention from the government. It is a
matter of fundamental human rights,
of justice, and of the very soul of the
nation. Yet, despite the evidences, the
official response remains woefully
inadequate. Apathy and denial have
become the hallmarks of the authori-
ties, exacerbating the suffering of the
affected families and fueling a deep-
seated sense of alienation.

The relatives of the missing, driven

p(-rsons

to desperation, have taken to the

streets, their voices rising in protest
against the deafening silence.

They block highways, they stage sit-
ins, they plead for answers, their cries a
testament to the government’s abject
failure to address their grievances.
These are not the actions of agitators;
they are the desperate measures of
people pushed to the brink, seeking
nothing more than the return of their
loved ones or, at the very least, an
acknowledgement of their fate.

The missing persons issue is a criti-

cal factor in this decline. It must take -

immediate and concrete steps torestore
trust and address the legitimate con-
cerns of the affected families.
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head-on, with the Ministry of Communications providing updates on
ongoing highway projects and agreeing to expedite work on key routes |
such as the Mashkel-Panjgur Road, which connects Gwadar Port with |
Reko Diq and Saindak. The decision to initiate work on the Kuch '
Harnai-Sanjavi Road and Sibi-Hamai Road, pending for years under the |
Federal Public Sector Development Program (PSDP), is a testament to

the government's commitment to improving connectivity in the

province. The Planning Commission's assurance to restore road infra-
structure in flood-affected districts under World Bank funding is another
commendable step. Furthermore, the increase in the annual allocation
for the early completion of the Kuchhi Canal project, which has been
delayed for 24 years, is a long-overdue measure that will bring relief to
the agricultural community in the region. The meeting also focused on
enhancing security and governance in Balochistan. The briefing by IG
Railway Police Rai Tahir on securing railway tracks and improving trav-
el facilities highlighted the need for modemizing the Railway Police and
providing them with adequate resources. The decision to activate the
Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD) in collaboration with the federal
government underscores the importance of a unified approach to com-
bating terrorism and ensuring the safety of citizens.

The federal government's commitment to addressing white-collar
crime, financial irregularities, and cybercrime through the mobilization
of the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) is another critical step.
Additionally, the decision to regulate internet services and take action
against social media accounts involved in anti-state propaganda reflects
a balanced approach to maintaining security while safeguarding freedom
of expression. Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti's emphasis on the
importance of education for the youth of Balochistan is a visionary
stance. His commitment to removing the youth from smuggling activi-
ties and providing them with opportunities to study at prestigious uni-
versities, including Harvard, is a bold and inspiring initiative. By invest-
ing in education, Balochistan can break the cycle of poverty and create a
generation of skilled professionals who can contribute to the province's
development, The arrival of federal ministers and officials in Quetta is
more than just a symbolic gesture; it is a tangible demonstration of the
federal government's resolve to address Balochistan's challenges. The
decisions taken during this meeting, if implemented with sincerity and
urgency, have the potential to bring about transformative change in the
province. From infrastructure development and energy solutions to secu-
rity and education, the outcomes of this meeting lay the foundatlon for a
brighter future for Balochistan.
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