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~ Funeral prayer for R

Hafiz Hussain
Ahmed held

CM expresses grief over
demise of JUI leader

Staff Report

Quetta: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti has expressed his deep sorrow and grief over
the passing of renowned religious scholar and senior
politician Hafiz Hussain Ahmed. In a condolence
statement posted on social media platform X, Bugti
described Ahmed’s death as an irreparable loss,
highlighting his exceptional qualities as a scholar,

litician, and individual known for his truthfulness
and principledness.

Bugti reflected on his personal encounters with
Ahmed, praising his simplicity, tolerance, and vast
knowledge, which left a lasting impression. He extended
his condolences to the bereaved family, praying that
Allah grant Ahmed a place in the realm of mercy and

ovide solace to those mourning his loss.

The funeral prayer for Hafiz Hussain Ahmed, a prom-
inent leader of Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam Pakistan, was held
at Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam in Quetta. Sahibzada Hafiz
Munir Ahmed led the prayer, which was attended by

ous dignitaries, including Senator Maulana
Abdul Wasi, provincial ministers, and leaders of various
political and relolfious parties.

Thousands mourners gathered at the Railway
Cemelery to pay their respects to Hafiz Hussain Ahmed,
who was semembered for his contributions to national
politics, his commitment to the security and stability of
Pakistan, and his tireless efforts to promote Islam. He
was eulogized as a symbol of unity and a forthright
leader who stood firm in his convictions.

Hafiz Hussain Ahmed'’s passing was met with an out-
pouring of tributes from Jeaders across the political and
seligious spectrum. They ac knowledged his eternal sac-
rifices for the country, the nation, ar Islam, and vowed
1o continue his mission. His legacy will be remembered
in the golden letters of history.
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‘Bugti announces talks
with federal ministers,
resolves redressal of
provincial issues locally

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan. Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti
revealed that a meeting with federal ministers, instructed by
the Prime Minister, resulted in discussions on 47 key points
related to the province’s issues. While some agreements were
reached, others require further negotiation. To address these
concerns, Bugti announced plans for bi-monthly meetings to
resolve provincial jssues and make decisions within
Balochistan. The Chief Minister expressed gratitude to the
Prime Minister and federal ministers for their efforts, stating
that the province’s problems will now be discussed and
resolved locally. The meeting also tackled issues like missing
persons, laws, and the establishment of a detention center for
terrorists. He expressed these views during a press conference
at the Chief Minister’s Secretariat on Thursday along with
federal ministers Sardar Owais Ahmed Khan Leghari, Ahad
Khan Cheema, Muhammad Aurangzeb, Ali Pervez Malik,
Shizah Fatima Khawaja, Junaid Anwar Chaudhry and others
who came from IslJamabad. The terrorists who are arrested
will be kept in these detention centers. The Prime Minister
presented a solar panel system project to the landowners of the
province. The federation is. paying 70 percent of the solar
panel system project and Balochistan is paying 30 percent.
About 14 billion rupees have been distributed in this regard
and more funds are to be received from the federation and the
Balochistan government will also pay its 3 billion rupees and:
it is hoped that 100 percent payments will be made by the end
of April. He said that I am grateful to the Prime Minister for
giving such a mega project to Balochistan. Regarding the
solarization project of agricultural tube wells, I am also grate-
ful to Sardar Awais Leghari, who said that this is a very big
mega project. In response to a question, he said that the bodies
buried in Kasi cemetery belonged to hard-core terrorists,
Those who will be identified through DNA will be handed
over to their heirs, These were hard-core terrorists who were
killed. They have been buried legally through the Edhi
Foundation and they have been buried safely. Each one has a
plate and each one hag a number. Those who will be identified
through DNA will be handed over to their heirs. These people
want to break Pakistan, Terrorists are not allowed to be glori-
fied. We have still allowed it. If we had not taken this step, 13
more would have been added to the list of missing persons, so
we have taken steps to verify it. Other steps, including opera-
tions, will be taken to improve the situation in Balochistan, The
terrorists will have o face the consequences. He said that exce).
lent discussions haye been held on 47 _points._ The governmeny 5
trying to sit down and resolve all the issues in a better way,
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Climate crisis

Balochistan, is gripped by a drought
that is not merely a natural phenomenon
but a stark manifestation of the escalating
climate crisis. The arid earth, cracked and
barren, tells a story of dwindling rainfall,
melting glaciers, and a future fraught with
uncertainty. This is not a distant threat; it
is a present reality, one that demands
immediate and sustained action. The arid
landscape of Balochistan has always faced
water scarcity, but climate change has

ified this challenge to an alarming
degree. Reduced snowfall and rising tem-
peratures, driven by global warming, are
rapidly depleting the glaciers that feed the
region’s rivers and und ers.
These glaciers, the lifeblood of our water
systems, are increasingly unstable, threat-
ening not only Balochistan but the entire

Indus River system, u, which Pakistan’s
agricultural heartland depends. The con-

ences are devastating. Farmers, the
ls:’ui-kbone of Balochistan’s economy, watch
their crops wither and livestock perish.
Communities, already struggling with
poverty, are forced to migrate in search of
water, further straining already limited
TESOUrCes The very fabric of society is
being torn apart by this relentless drought.
The i extends beyond Balochistan.
The Indus River system, vital for i;ﬁgab‘on
in Punjab, is facing severe water s ortages,
j izi fc:E security for millions.

This interconnectedness underscores the

urgency of addressing climate change and

ils devastating effects on water resources.

Thesituation is poised to worsen. Forecasts

predict continued low rainfall and rising,

temperatures, painting a grim picture for

the coming months. We cannot afford to

remain passive observers. We must act

now to mitigate the effects of this crisis

and build resilience for the future. What

must be done in such circumstances? The

expansion of canal projects is crucial to

enhance water distribution and ensure

equitable access to this precious resource.

Modernizing irrigation systems to reduce
water wastage is also essential. Promoting
droughtresistant crops and sustainable
farming practices can help farmers adapt
to changing climate conditions. Pakistan
must advocate for and implement poli-
cies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
contributing to global efforts to combat
climate change. Empowering local com-
munities to participate in water manage-
ment and conservation efforts is crucial
for long-term sustainability. Water is a
resource that crosses provincial bounda-
ries, and therefore requires a cooperative
approach. The drought in Balochistan is
a wake-up call, a stark reminder of the
fragility of our environment and the
urgent need for action. We cannot afford
to ignore the cries of a land parched and
a people desperate for relief. It is our col-
lective responsibility to address this cli-
mate-fueled crisis-and build a more sus-
tainable and resilient future for
Balochistan and the entire nation.
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Balochistan and the Challenges of
Agricultural Income Tax Implementation

The implementation of Agricultural Income Tax in Pakistan is a com-
plex and multifaceted challenge, with Balochistan representing a micro-

. cosm of the broader issues at play. While the province's unique circum-
stances make AIT implementation particularly difficult, they also under-
score the need for a tailored and sensitive approach. The federal govern-
ment, with support from the IMF, must work closely with Balochistan's
authorities to address the technical, political, and social dimensions of tax
reform. Only by doing so can Pakistan achieve the dual goals of fiscal
stability and equitable development, ensuring that no province is left
behind in the process. In the ongoing discourse surrounding economic
reforms in Pakistan, the introduction of an Agricultural Income Tax (AIT)
remains a contentious topic, igniting debates not only in the corridors of
power but also across the diverse landscapes of the provinces. The recent
commitments to implement AIT by July 1, 2025, as part of the $7 billion
Extended Fund Facility (EFF) with the International Monetary Fund
(IMF), necessitate a deep dive into how this tax might be implemented
differently in Balochistan a province grappling with its own unique chal-
lenges. Balochistan's economy has relied heavily on agriculture, mining,
and livestock. However, the province's agricultural sector is plagued by
low productivity, limited access to modern farming techniques, and inade-
quate infrastructure. An estimated 36% of Balochistan's population is
involved in agriculture, yet the region continues to face severe economic
challenges, including poverty, poor education, and an inequitable distribu-
tion of resources. Given these socio-economic factors, the implementation
of an Agricultural Income Tax presents both challenges and opportunities
for Balochistan. The question remains: how can the provincial govern-
ment effectively navigate the implementation of AIT in a way that
addresses its unique challenges and promotes fair taxation?

The recent developments surrounding the AIT implementation have
shown that while Punjab and Sindh appear to be making initial strides
towards compliance, Balochistan is left navigating a landscape fraught
with substantial hurdles. First and foremost, the province reports that tax-
able agricultural incomes are negligible. This raises significant questions
about the feasibility of collecting tax in a province where a considerable
segment of agricultural production operates outside formal economic
channels. Agricultural landholdings in Balochistan are notably smaller
compared to other provinces, and many farmers lack documentation and
formal recognition of their holdings. This statistic, coupled with a lack of
digital records unlike Punjab, which has made progress with digitized
land records strongly undermines the government's ability to enforce tax
laws effectively. There persists a reliance on traditional farming practices
which limits farmers' access to financing and tax compliance structures, ’
Balochistan remains one of the provinces where infrastructure develop-
ment is considerably lacking. Limited access to roads, electricity, and -
gation systems means that farmers continue to operate under Jegg than

N L al conditions. - “ing the challenges of tax implementatjo, Th
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