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QUETTA: Chief
Minister of Balochistan
Sarfaraz Bugti has said that
indiscriminate action will
continue against terrorists
and their facilitators, stress-
ing that the blood of the
martyrs will not go in vain.

In a statement issued here
on Saturday, Chief Minister
Sarfaraz Bugti condemned
the IED blast on Kirani
Road. He paid tribute to the
martyred ATF official and
expressed condolences to
the grieving family.

"The people of

- Action to continue against
. terrorists and facilitators: CM

ur ne r

Balochistan are united
against terrorism and will
thwart the enemy's. plans,"
the statement further read.

Instructions were also
issued to provide the best
medical facilities to the
injured.

"The terrorists cannot
break the resolve of the
people with their cowardly
acts," the CM said, adding
that the sacrifice of the mar-
tyred officer will not go in
vain, and those responsible

will be brought to justice.

He stressed that peace and
order will be ensured at all
costs as security agencies
remain on high alert,

e ——
o ®
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Healing wounds

The Jaffar Express attack is a tragic reminder of the challenges Pakistan
faces in its fight against terrorism. While the military's swift response pre-
vented a greater loss of life, the attack highlights the need for a more com-
prehensive approach that addresses the root causes of insurgency in
Balochistan. Counterterrorism efforts must be complemented by political
outreach, economic development, and social reconciliation. The state must
listen to the legitimate grievances of the Baloch people, address the issue of
missing persons with transparency, and integrate true nationalist leaders
into the political process. At the same time, Pakistan must continue to
expose and counter the role of external actors seeking to destabilize the
country. The road to peace and stability in Balochistan is long and fraught
with challenges, but it is a journey that Pakistan must undertake with deter-
mination and sincerity. Only by addressing the political, economic, and
social dimensions of the crisis can the state hope to win the hearts and
minds of the Baloch people and ensure a lasting solution to the province's
woes. The Jaffar Express attack should serve as a wake-up call for all
stakeholders to come together and work towards a brighter, more inclusive
future for Balochistan and Pakistan as a whole. Terrorist attack on the Jaffar
Express, which claimed the lives of 26 innocent people, is a stark reminder
of the persistent threat of terrorism in Pakistan. The swift and decisive
operation carried out by Pakistan's security forces to neutralize the
Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) terrorists undoubtedly prevented a far
greater tragedy. However, while the military aspect of counterterrorism is
undeniably crucial, the attack also underscores the need to address the
deeper, systemic issues that have allowed such insurgencies to take root in
the first place. The Jaffar Express attack is not merely a security challenge;
it is a symptom of a broader political, economic, and social crisis that has
plagued Balochistan for decades. During a media briefing on Friday,
Director General Inter-Services Public Relations ISPR, Lieutenant-General
Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry, unequivocally pointed to India's role in sponsor-
ing terrorism in Pakistan. He revealed that th¢ BLA militants were in con-
tact with their handlers in Afghanistan and were using foreign-made
weapons. The DG ISPR's allegations are consistent with Pakistan's long-
standing concerns about external forces seeking to destabilize the country,
particularly in Balochistan. The role of the Indian media in amplifying
BLA propaganda further lends credence to these claims. However, while
external involvement cannot and should not be ignored, it is equally crucial
to acknowledge the internal issues that have fueled discontent in
Balochistan and provided fertile ground for such insurgencies to flourish.
Despite being rich in natural resources, the province has one of the lowest
literacy rates in the country, inadequate healthcare facilities, and a severe
lack of basic infrastructure.

‘The grievances of the Baloch people are not merely the propaganda of
anti-state elements; they are deeply rooted in decades of political and eco-
nomic deprivation that successive governments have failed to address. The
distinction between terrorists and genuinely disaffected Baloch must be
made clear, as Balochistan Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugti rightly pointed out
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