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Balochlstan Tim

Founded by Syed Faseil
GROUP ebalochjstannmes pk @) @balochistantimes. pk C

Regd No. B.C.6 VOL XLV No. 1031 QUETTA Saturday March 08, 2025 /Ramadan 07, 1446

Bad governance
pushed youth away,

says CM Bugti

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti has .
said that the provincial government made a youth policy for the
first time in order to connect them with the state. He stated that in
the past, due to bad governance, the youth have distanced them-
selves from the state.

He expressed these views while addressing the signing cere-
mony of the sponsorship agreement between DHA Quetta and
Quetta Gladiators. He said the government would support DHA
in its efforts to promote sports. The CM stated that sports had
been a part of his life and he wished that local players from Quetta
play and then become part of the national team. Mir Sarfraz Bugti
said that they had made a youth policy for the first time, as they had
to connect the youth with the state. He stated that in the past, due
10 bad governance, the youth have distanced themselves from the
state. “] request you to keep Quetta players in the team, as sports
brings and societies closer. “I wish that more people from Quetta
should sponsor the Gladiators,” he added. Addressing the cere-
mony, Administrator DHA Brigadier Azhar Munir said that PSL
was considered an international event. It is a pleasure that Quetta
team is being sponsored in PSL. DHA is constructing Sports
Arena which will have various sports fields. DHA will continue to |
work to develop the talents of the youth. Addressing the ceremony, l
Quetta Gladiators owner Nadeem Umar said that it is an honor for !
us to have received sponsorship from Quelu vowing that they !
would try their best to play the final and win the trophy.
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Poor education
sector

The poor condition of the education
sector in Balochistan is a challonge for
government. The data reganding the
missing are shocking, The government
neads to focus towards the key sector
with whom no compromise could be
made at any condition, Reportedly, over
11,795  government-run  schools  in
Balochistan have no facility for drinking
water while 8188 schools do not have
toilet facilities, Besides, 7998 schools are
without fences and 1,942 schools have no
buildings. Besides, 12,258 schools do not
have the facility of electricity. Al present,
there are 14979 primary, middle and
high schools for boys and girls across
the province. Despite being the resource
rich province, schools in Balochistan are
without basic facilities that depicts the
sincerity of rulers with the province.
Provincial government had allocated Rs
75 billion to improve higher secondary

.education in the province, while billions
1of rupees are allocated in the budget for
-education. But the condition of educa-

tional institutions is deteriorating
instead of improving, therefore the liter-
acy rate in the province is lower in
Balochislan than the rest of provinces.
The lack of basic facilities in schools
compel students particularly girl stu-
dents to remain away from schools. The

U8 MAR 207"

Datod:

Dai|y\_}(\\m:h'\s\un Time Quetta

seatterod population of Balochistan han
alveddy made 1 diffient for ehildren to
attend sehooln: T the absence of drink

iy, water, tolletw and lmil(lm”u in pov

ernmoent run- schools would he witty to
demand for availability of transporta

ton, The Balochiston government has
already declared education an emer

geney in the provinee and implemented
Article 25A of the Conatitution o make
sure that out of school children attond
school, But contrary to it more than 1
million children in Balochistan are out
of schools, The Article 25A bonds state
to provide free and compulsory educa-
tion to all children of the age of five 1o 16
years in such o manner as may be deter-
mined by the law. Itis imperative that
the government should make no com-
promise with education and ensure
transparent use of all regources and
funds being allocated for promotion of
education. If the government is going
throughshortage o funds and resources
it must cut shorl its non development
expenditures bul ensure all basic focili-
ties to the children so that the literacy
rate of the province could improve.
Compromising with education will lead
the province towards more devaslation
and poverty that the people of the prov-
ince can no further experience. 1f the
literacy rate of Balochistan did not
improve and the condition of education
institutes did not improve the people of
the province would not be able to tap
the benefits of CPEC.
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Solal energy llghts the way

aloc‘mmn ln\ long wrestled with energy shortages that have stifled
its development and left its people in the dark. However, a recent initia-
tive spearheaded by Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti promises to bring
a ray of hope to the region. The provision of home solar systems under
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor marks a significant milestone in
addressing Balochistan's energy crisis. This initiative not only under-
scores the government's commitment to leveraging alternative energy
but also highlights the transformative potential of solar power in uplift-
ing the lives of the people of Balochistan. During a ceremony in Quetta,
Chief Minister Bugti expressed gratitude to the Chinese government for
its support in providing solar systems under CPEC. These systems,
which had been lying idle in warehouses for months, are now being dis-
tributed tmnsparently and mstaIled at low cost, thanks to the efforts of

the current government. This move is a testament to the administration's

resolve to prioritize public welfare and ensure that development projects
are executed efficiently. By saving billions of rupees through effective
planning reducing the project cost from an estimated Rs 35-40 crore to
Rs 12-13 crore the government has demonstrated fiscal responsibility
while delivering tangible benefits to the people.

The significance of this initiative cannot be overstated. For years,
Balochistan's remote and underserved areas have been deprived of reli-
able electricity, hindering education, healthcare, and economic activities.
The introduction of solar systems is a game-changer, particularly for
regions where traditional grid stations are not feasible. The government's
plan to establish off-grade stations in areas like Nokundi, Buleda, Sui,
Sherani, and Mashkel is a step in the right direction. These pilot proj-
ects, if successful, could pave the way for extending solar energy solu-
tions to other districts, bringing light and hope to thousands of house-
holds. Gwadar, the crown jewel of CPEC, stands to benefit immensely
from this initiative. Chief Minister Bugti's directive to provide solar sys-
tems to at least 5,000 households in Gwadar is a welcome move. It not
only addresses the energy needs of the people but also reinforces the
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