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" CM Bugti launches Ramazan |
Food Package for p

: wfﬂf"’t‘!}’(

_Staff fleporl

QUETTA: Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz DBugti,
while launching the “Ramazan Food
Package™ for deserving people dur-
ing Ramazan in the province, has said
that the government is well aware of
the problems of poor, destitutc and
needy people.

“A month ago, the provincial gov-
emment had decided to provide relicl
10 poor and ncedy people in the form
of a Ramazan package. However, due
1o the closure of highways, this reliel

was slightly delayed, but full
- efforts are being made 10 ensure that
the relief reaches the doorsteps nl’!h_c
deserving people as soon as possi-
ble”" he expressed these views while

VOL XLV No. 1026 QUETTA Monday March 03, 2025 /Ramadan 02, 1446 -

i

launching the Ramazan food package
at the PDMA office on Sunday.

On this occasion, Director General
PDMA " Jahanzeb Khan while bricf-
ing the Chicl Minister, said that
Ramazan ration program has been
launched for 250,000 deserving peo-
ple under the management of PDMA.
A 48-Kilogram ration bag will be
enough to mect the needs of seven
people for 15 days. These relief pack-
ages arc being sent to different dis-
tricts of Dalochistan through train
and road.

On this occasion, Chicl Minister
Mir Sarfaraz Bugli congratulated the
Chief Secretary Balochistan, DG
PDMA and their entire team for the
cfforts to launch the Ramazan food
package and said that the government

Kx X '

has decided 1o provide relief to the  be removed from their position. He

deserving people, especially those
living below the poverty line, at their
doorsteps. He said that due Lo the clo-
sure of national highways, there is a
problem in the delivery of ration to
remote areas. There are difficultes,
however, the government is trying to
deliver this ration to all districts as
soon as possible through trains and
other means.,

The Chief Minister expressed
regret that despite government and
court orders, highways are closed
from time 1o time, causing difficul-
ties to ordinary citizens. In this
regard, the provincial government
had issued clear orders that the dep-

uly commissioners of the distriets
who cannot perform their duty will

001

.

R hed

expressed concern that some ele-
ments block national highways by
pushing women and children for
ward, which ereates problems for the |
administration.  The  government
knows very well how 10 open roads
and maintain its wnt, as was done in
Gwadar, 1lowever, patience is exer-
cised and the government tries
resolve matters with patience and
lorbearanee, but patience has its im-
its. The citizens cannot be Leftin dif-
ficultics. In response to a question,
the Chiel Minister sad, “Owmar
Ayub, tell me which districts in
Maloehistan are no-po weas? 1 a
district is really like this, then tell the
name of that disteict without asking
Mahmood Khan,

Rs: 3
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QUETTA: Balochistan Chicf Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti admitted that the secun-
ty situation in Balochistan is alarming, stat-
ing that terrorists will not be allowed 1o
control even an inch of land for more than
three hours.

Speaking to the media on Sunday during
the inauguration of a Ramadan relief pro-
gram at the PDMA office in Quetta, where
250,000 families will receive 48 kg of
ration bags, the Chicf Minister said that all
commissioners in the province have been
directed to ensure transparent distribution
of rations in consultation with members of
parliament.

Bugti highlighted that while the federal
and Punjab governments have adopted

" effective methods of providing aid directly
to bank accounts, Balochistan's remote
areas lack access to modemn facilities,
including banks, making such methods
unfeasible. He assured that the government
would ensure aid reaches deserving fami-
lies.

Addressing the issue of protests and road
blockades, the Chief Minister stated that
while protesting is a right, blocking nation-
al highways is unacceptable. He also reiter-
ated that the government will not tolerate
the blocking of national highways, as it dis-
rupts the lives of patients, elders, and the
general public. The government is commit-
ted to reopening roads and maintaining its
authority, as it has done in the past, includ-
ing in Gwadar. ‘

Responding to criticism from opposition
leaders Maulana Fazlur Rehman and
National Assembly Opposition Leader
Omar Ayub, who claimed that some dis-
tricts were declaring independence, "The
sccunty situation is indeed alanning, but let

“*Omar Avub name even one street without
: consulting. Mahmood Khan Achakzai,"
* Bugti challenged. s 4

He"also 'anngunced that an Apex

Committee meeting has been called for
Tuesday to formulate a strategy, and under-
performing deputy commissioners will be
replaced immediately.

On the issue of missing persons, Bugti
described it as highly complex, suggesting
that some groups involved in forcibly
blocking roads might be behind disappear-
ances to pressure the government. He
called for cooperation from civil society
and all stakeholders to address the issue. i
He also mentioned that the issue of missing |/
persons is being exploited for propaganda
and that the govemment is working on
amendments to establish centers where
missing persons can be held, with families
allowed to visit them, This amendment has
already been passed by the Naticnal
Assembly and is expected to be approved
by the Senate soon.

Regarding the arrest of Shahzaib Mam,
the Chief Minister stated that if the Sindh
povernment requests assistance in locating
him in Balochistan, the provincial govern-
ment would cooperate, However, he clari-
fied that no specific information about
Marri's presence {n the province has been
provided.

The Chief Minister also addressed the
recent statement by Nawabzada Khalid
Magsi, agreeing that the situation in
Balochistan is not ideal and requires serious
attention. He called on the federal govem-
ment fto increase the budget for levies and
police forces to enhance their capacity.

Bugti expressed confidence that the gov-
emment would“soon bring terrorism under
control through smart strategies, emphasiz-
ing the need for increased federal support to’
enhance the capacity of law enforcement |
agencies. He also mentioned plans to
upgrade security in "B Areas” to "A Areas"
to improve governance and security.

- The Chief Minister also pointed out that
terrorism in T -

Anlm =y '3'7'3

FOUNDED BY SIDDIQ BALUCH~=~

O
Pres
Terrorists won't control

an inch of land for 3
‘l{lours: CM Balochistan

By Our Reporter

&

Quett

| Balochistan is not a new
i phenomenon, recalling sim-
ilar situations in 2009 and
2010. He expressed confi-
dence that the government
" would overcome the current
challenges through a well-
planned strategy,

The Chief Minister also
linked the rise in terrorism
to the previous govern-
ment's policy of appeasc-
ment towards groups like
the TTP, noting that several
commanders released dug-
ing Imran Khan's tenure had
reestablished camps. He
added that the influx of
weapons from Afghanistan
after the US withdrawal has
further exacerbated the situ-
ation, with lerronsts now
using thermal technology to
carry out attacks from ui: to
two Kilometers away.

Bugti emphasized that
the government js deter-

support, ‘and collective
efforts,
T R

e o 103

————

Stan , ge Nc{"f;_{_._ﬁ_.,_, ]

a

mined to counter terrorism
and reslore peace, stating,
"We will soon bring terror-
ism under control,
Balochistan js vast, and if
anyone is hiding here, they |.
should provide specific
information  about their
location.” In response 10 a
question,  Bugti clarified
that he has never denicd the
concerning security  situa-
tion in Balochistan,
However, he criticized
opposition leaders for mak-
ing  exaggerated claims
about districts declaring
independence without pro-
viding specific details.

Bugti concluded by stat-
ing that the government is
committed o resolving
these issues and restoring
peace in  Balochistan
through a combination of
strategic p!anning, federal

S e e ma e
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Cultural heritage
a top govt
priority: CM

QUETTA: Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugli on Sunday said that
the preservation and promo-
tion of cultural heritage is
‘among the top prioritics of
the government.

Congratulating  Baloch
nation on celcbration of
Baloch Culture Day in his
message, the Chief Minister
said that Baloch Culture is a
manifestation of our cultural
identity saying that the cul-
ture of Balochistan is a sym-
bol of traditions, hospitality
and bravery.

"Connecting the younger
generation with our culture
and traditions is the need of -
ihe hour*; ‘he .said;adding Chlef Minister Ba!ochxstnn er Sarfraz Bugtl, speaks to medla representatwes at the

that the civilization and cul-  PDMA office during the launch of the Ramadan food package.
ture of Balochistan gives a

message of peace and love
10 the world.

He said that the demon-
stration of unity and solidar-
ity of all tribes on Baloch
Culture Day is welcome, the
Balochistan govemnment is
taking all possible steps to
promote cultural activities.-
APP

—
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Closure of highways

Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti has directed law-enforcement agen-
cies to adopt effective strategies to prevent
“illegal closure” of highways and solve
problems of the people immediately. The
chief minister also expressed deep concern

- aver frequent road and highway closures.

The chief minister said that all such dis-
tricts where roads are still closed, high-
ways should be reopened immediately
otherwise action will be taken against
officers concerned.  According o
Balochistan government  spokesman,
national highways have been closed 76
times for various reasons since January 1
Balochistan has been facing, various chal-
lenges, now faces a growing crisis on its
highways. Once vilal routes for travel and
trade, the Quetta-Karachi, Quetta-Punjab,
and Quetta-Islamabad highways, now
have become highways of uncertainty.
underdevelopment  in
Balochistan, people of the province heavily
rely on Karachi for medical treatment, edu-

i cation, business, and international travel,

others. Due to insecurity on high-

. ways lately, the locals find it difficult to

even visit Karachi. There have been cases

- where people have not been able to travel

to Karachi for over a month due toconstant

~ blocking of the roads due to protests and

security reasons. People returning from
Umrah have remained stuck in Karachi for
days due to highway closures. Adding to

RRgN et sat]

this crisis are the frequent road blockages
due to protests against enforced disap-
pearances. Families of missing persons
and activists block highways as a form of
protest, demanding answers and justice.
Quetta-Karachi highway remains blocked
at two Jocations due ta such protests, at the
time of filing this editorial picce. While
their grievances are legitimate, the protests
further disrupt travel and compound
existing, security challenges. The insecu-
rity on highways is severely affecting local
communities. Transport shutdowns due to
security threats disrupt trade and business
activities, Traders cannot transport goods
to and from major cities, leading to finan-
cial losses and price hikes in local markets.
Smaller cilies in Balochistan depend on the
road network for daily supplies, and the
closure of major highways creates short-
ages of daily necessities. Farmers who
transport perishable goods face significant
Josses when their shipments are delayed or
stolen. Small businesses, dependent on
intercity trade, are also suffering.
Unfortunately, the government's response
to the growing insecurity on Balochistan'’s
highways has been largely inadequate.
Local communities feel abandoned and
belicve the authorities are not taking the
issue seriously. To address the growing
insecurity on Balochistan’s highways, the
government must address the root causes
of protests, such as enforced disappear-
ances. Engaging in meaningful dialogue
with affected communities can help reduce
road blockages and tensions.
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Falling subsoil Water
Table in Balochistan

The falling subsoil water table in Balochistan is not just an environmental
issue; it is a matter of survival. The province stands at a crossroads, and the
choices made today will determine its future. By adopting a holistic and inclu-
sive approach, Balochistan can not only mitigate the current crisis but also
build a resilient and sustainable water management system for generations to
come. The time to act is now, before the wells run dry and the land tums to
dust. Balochistan is facing an existential threat that demands immediate atten-
tion: the rapid depletion of its subsoil water table. For years, the province has
been grappling with water scarcity, but the continuous decline in groundwater
levels has now reached a critical point. This alarming trend poses a severe risk
to agriculture, livestock, and human settlements, which are the backbone of
Balochistan's economy and society. If left unaddressed, this crisis could lead to
irreversible environmental degradation, mass migration, and socio-economic
collapse. It is high time for the provincial government, policymakers, and local
communities to take urgent and sustainable measures to address this pressing
issue. The primary cause of the falling water table in Balochistan is the over-
extraction of groundwater. The province relies heavily on tube wells for irriga-
tion and domestic use, with little to no regulation on their installation or opera-
tion. Farmers, desperate to sustain their crops in the face of erratic rainfall and
prolonged droughts, have been drilling deeper and deeper into the earth to
access walter.

This unchecked exploitation has led to a dramatic drop in the water table,
with some areas reporting a decline of up to 10 feet per year. Additionally, cli-
mate change has exacerbated the situation, with rising temperatures and
reduced precipitation further straining the already scarce water resources. The
consequences of this crisis are far-reaching. Agriculture, which accounts for a
significant portion of Balochistan's economy, is under severe threat. Crops like
apples, grapes, and almonds, which are the pride of the province, require sub-
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stantial amounts ot water, and their yields are declining as water becomes
scarcer. Livestock, another critical sector, is also suffering, as pastures dry up
and water sources vanish. Rural communities, already marginalized and
impoverished, are bearing the brunt of this crisis, with many forced to abandon
their homes in search of water and livelihood opportunities. To tackle this cri-
sis, Balochistan must adopt a multi-pronged approach that focuses on both
immediate relief and long-term sustainability. First and foremost, the provin-
cial government must enforce strict regulations on groundwater extraction.
This includes licensing and monitoring tube wells, setting limits on water
usage, and penalizing violations. While such measures may face resistance
from local communitics, awareness campaigns and incentives for compliance
can help ease the transition. Balochistan must invest in alternative water
sources and conservation techniques. Rainwater harvesting, for instance, can
be a game-changer in a region where rainfall, though scarce, often goes unuti-
lized. Building small dams, check dams, and recharge wells can help capture
and store rainwater, replenishing the groundwater table. Similarly, the adoption
“of drip irrigation and other water-efficient farming practices can si gnificantly
reduce water wastage in agriculture. Province must prioritize afforestation and
the restoration of natural ecosystems.
Forests and vegetation play a crucial role in maintaining the water cycle, and
their destruction has contributed to the current crisis. Large-scale tree planta-
tion drives, particularly in watershed areas, can help improve groundwater
recharge and reduce soil erosion. Balochistan must leverage modern technolo-
gy to manage its water resources more effectively. Geographic Information
System (GIS) mapping and remote sensing can help identify arcas with the
highest water stress and guide targeted interventions. Additionally, the govern-
ment should collaborate with research institutions and international organiza-
tions to develop innovative solutions tailored to the province's unique chal-
lenges. Addressing the water crisis requires a collective effort. Local communi-
ties must be actively involved in water management initiatives, and traditional !
knowledge should be integrated with modern practices. Education and aware- ;
ness programs can empower people to become stewards of their environment, i
fostering a culture of conservation and sustainability.
- , |
\
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LETTER TO EDITOR

(zhost Teachers in
Balochistan

The issue of ghost teachers
in Balochistan has severcly
impacted the province's edu-
cation system. Ghost teach-
ers refer to individuals who
are listed as employces on
government payrolls but do
not actually perform any
teaching duties. This results
in the misallocation of public
funds and deprives thou-
sands of children of their
right to quality education,

According to reports from
various education and trans-
parency watchdogs, a signif-
icant number of schools in
Balochistan either remain
non-functional or operate

with insufficient staff due to
the presence of these ghost
teachers. Despite govern-
ment cfforts to tackle this
issue, the lack of strict moni-
toring and dccountability has
allowed it to persist.
Salaries paid to ghost

teachers consume a large’

portion of the education
budget that could otherwise
be used to improve school
infrastructure, provide better
learning materials, or hire
qualified stafl, A poorly cdu-
cated population leads to
economic stagnation,
increased uncmployment,
and a rise in social issucs. In

————— —

Pakistan,
“ghast schools” — non-opera-
tional or nonexistent institu-
tions — fail to serve children
in need, reflecting systemic
corruption and mismanage-
ment, as noted by Anita
Ghulam Al Reports indicate
over 30,000 ghost schools
and around 22.4 million chil-
dren without access to edu-

cation.

I urge the Education
Dcpartment to take strict
action against such practices
by implementing biometric
attendance systems.

Rahmat Azeem
Kech

thousands  of

CamScanner
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