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Regd No. B.C.6  VOL XLV No. 1049 QUETTA Wednesday March 26, 2025 /Ramazan 72757,71446

Bugti directs
immediate action
against dual job holders

Expresses sorrow over death
of Gen Asim Munir’s mother

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chicf Minister Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz Bugti
directed immediate action against dual Jobholders working in
various government departments. ordering the registration of
FIRsand invoking the BEDA Act to address the issue. During
the meeling, it was revealed that 428 employees across 28
departments were engaged in dual cmployment.

He was presiding over a meeting of the Secretarics’
Committee, attended by Chief Secretary Balochistan Shakeel
Qadir Khan, Inspector General of Police Moazzam Jah Ansari,
and secretaries from all provincial departments, The meeting
reviewed governance imp . impl ation of
development projects, and challenges impeding progress.

Thg,Secretary of the Excise Department presented records
of 9,882 government vehicles, exposing that several officers
hadnot returned vehicles despite being transferred. Expressing
displeasure, the Chief Minister ordered the immediate filing
of FIRs against these oficers,

Mir Sarfraz Bugti emphasized that restoring public trust in
the government is only possible through good governance. He
urged government officers and emplayees to recognize their
responsibilities and work towards public welfare.

He asserted that non-performing officers who fail to address
public concerns have no right 1o remain in office. He called for
amendments to the Civil Scrvants Act to facilitate the forced

. retirement of inactive officers.

The Chief Minister announced that, with the support of the
Information Technology Department, he now has access to a
database of government officers and employees and will per-
sonally monitor their attendance. He warned of strict deci-
sion’ in case of unsatisfactory performance.

He instructed that development projects should not merely -
focus un constructing buildings but must prioritize public wel-
fare. If necessary. government officials should be prepared to
work in remote areas under challenging conditions to ensure
genuine service delivery.

He also announced plans to create more einployment oppor-
tunities in the Public Sector Development Program (PSDP)
with the cooperation of the private sector.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti directed all government officers 10
remain commitied to promoting the state's agenda and imple-
menting government policics. He eraphasized that it was time
for civil servants o justify the privileges provided by the state
and priontize public seryice. . .
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QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti presiding over meeting of Secretaries’ Committee on Tuesday.
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Restoring forests

. Balochistan is the largest province of
» Pakistan in terms of land area but it lacks
sufficient forestry area and at the same
time the province, faces a significant threat
of deforestation. The indiscriminate chop-
ping of trees disrupts the ecological bal-
ance, harms biodiversity, and accelerates
desertification. The causes of deforesta-
tion in Balochistan are multifactor. Cne
factor is the use of wood for fuel, as many
communities lack access to alternative
energy sources. Unsustainable logging
praclices, fueled by a demand for timber,
further  exacerbale  the  prohlem.
Additionally, overgrazing by livestock
damages vegetation and hinders natural
regeneration. The consequences of defor-
estation are far-reaching, Trees play avital
role in regulating soil erosion and pre-
venting floods. They also provide habitat
for a diverse range of wildlife and contrib-
ute to clean air and water. Unchecked
deforestation disrupts these ecological
processes, jeopardizing the long-term sus-
tainability of Balochistan’s environment
Combating deforestation requires a multi-
pronged approach. Promoting alternative
energy sources, such as solar or biogas,
can reduce dependence on wood for fuel.
Stricter enforcement of logging regula-
| tions and swift action against illegal log-
ging are essential. Educating communi-
Hes about the importance of trees and fos-
tering a culture of environmental stew-
ardship are crucial for long-lerm success.
Reforestation efforts are equally impor-
tant. Planting trees suited to the local cli-

p—

mate and involving local communities in
the process will ensure the sustainability
of these initiatives. Incentives for sus-
tainable forestry practices can encourage
landowners to manage their forests
responsibly. The government has a key
role to play. Investing in renewable
energy infrastructure, providing subsi-
dies for alternative fuel sources, and
strengthening forestry departments are
essential steps. Collaboration with NGOs
and internalional organizations can pro-
vide expertise and resources for conser-
vation efforts, The people of Balochistan
have a deep connection to their land. By
working together, we can stop deforesta-
tion and ensure a greener future for
Balochistan. Let us embark on a mission
to restore the pravince’s ecological bal-
ance, for the benefit of present and future
generations. Pakistan already has one of
the lowest levels of forest cover in the
region and well below the 12% recom-
mended by the UN. It is inevitable that
the federal and all provincial govern-
ments should lake serious steps to control
deforestation, plant maximum trees on
priority basis and create as much aware-
ness as possible about tree plantation,
nature and global warming. The people
in Balochistan are already suffering
greatly because of the insufficient rain,
increase in temperature, and reduction of
availability of the natural resources.
Hence, to have them on board protection
of forests and planting maximum trees is
investable to combat the impacts of cli-
mate change impacts can be the biggest
achievement today.
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