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Govt to develop Hinglaj Mata Temple

QUETTA. Balochistan Chief Minister, Mir Sarfraz

Bugti announced plan to transform Hinglaj Mata
Temple into a major religious tourist site. He assured
that additional resources would be allocated in the
upcoming provincial budget to further support the
development of the site. The Chief Minister met
with a delegation led by Senator Danesh Kumar, the
head of Hinglaj Mata Temple, along with former
caretaker Prime Minister, Anwarul Haq Kakar,

in Quetta, During the meeting, the delegation
expressed their gratitude to the Chief Minister for the
development initiatives at the Hinglaj Mata Temple.
Chief Minister praised the active role of Senator
Danesh Kumar in promoting the welfare of minori-
ties, noting his selfless contributions to their social
well-being. Bugti further assured that the provindal
government is committed to provide equal opportu-
nities for education, healthcare, employment, and
development to minorities. APP
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Balochistan’s ailing
healthcare

Balochistan, a province rich in
resources continues to grapple with a
deeply concerning reality, a healthcare
sector plagued by systemic neglect and
deficiencies. Despite substantial budget-
ary allocations ecarmarked for its
improvement, the province’s healthcare
infrastructure remains woefully inade-
quate, leaving its citizens vulnerable
and underserved. The stark reality is
that hospitals, even in the capital city of
Quetta, fall far short of providing satis-
factory care. District hospitals, the sup-
posed pillars of healthcare accessibility
for remote populations, are often dys-
functional, lacking essential equipment,
qualified personnel, and even basic
medical supplies. This forces residents
of distant areas to undertake arduous
and expensive journeys to Quetta or
even Karachi for treatment that should
be readily available in their own com-
munities. The disparity between the
allocated funds and the on-ground real-
ity points to a systemic failure in imple-
mentation, accountability, and over-
sight. Corruption and mismanagement,
it is suspected, are eating away at the
resources meant to save lives and allevi-
ate suffering. This crisis is not merely a
matter of inconvenience; it is a matter of
life and death. The lack of functional
healthcare facilities in remote districts
translates to .avoidable suffering, pre-
ventable illnesses, and tragically, unnec-
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essary deaths, Pregnant women, chil-
dren, and the elderly are particularly
vulnerable, facing insurmountable chal-
lenges in accessing, timely and adequate
medical care. The government must rec-
ognize that investing in healthcare is not
just an expenditure; it is an investment
in the province’s future. A healthy popu-
lation is a pr()duclive population, capa-
ble of contributing to the region’s eco-
nomic and social development. To
address this crisis, the authorities must:
It is essential that the government con-
duct thorough audits of healthcare
spending, identify and eliminate cor-
ruption, and hold those responsible for
mismanagement accountable. Upgrade
existing hospitals and establish new
facilities, particularly in remote dis-
tricts. Equip them with modern medical
equipment and ensure a consistent sup-
ply of essential medicines. The govern-
ment must empower district hospitals to
provide comprehensive healthcare ser-
vices, reducing the burden on tertiary
care facilities in Quetta. Similarly, imple-
ment mobile health units and telemedi-
cine services to reach underserved pop-
ulations in remote areas. Having the
best health facilities is the right of every
citizen and it is the responsibility of the
state and government to provide masses
with the dignity and security of know-
ing that their health needs will be met,
regardless of their location or socioeco-
nomic status. The government must act
decisively and urgently to transform the
province’s ailing healthcare sector into a
system that truly serves its people.
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Broad consensus
required on the
Balochistan issue

The Balochistan government has
decided to take unconventional measures
against elements involved in unrest and
terrorism. Experts link these measures to
a recent speech by the Army Chief. The
need for such actions arose due to civilian
casualties and security threats from the
Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) and
allied groups. For decades, Balochistan
has suffered violence fueled by certain
nationalist factions, targeting infrastruc-
ture, security forces, and civilians. Sub-
nationalists attribute the insurgency to
various factors, including resource exploi-
tation, enforced disappearances, and low
human development. However, a critical
analysis shows that these issues are often
exaggerated to justify militancy.
Addressing them requires a comprehen-
sive approach. One major claim is that the
federal government exploits Balochistan’s
natural resources, such as Sandak, Reko
Diq, and Sui Gas. This needs empirical
scrutiny. Recently, after the Jaffar Express
attack, Army Chief General Syed Asim
Munir addressed Parliament, stating that
Pakistan must transition into a “hard
state” to counter militancy. He questioned
how long a “soft state” could continue sac-
rificing lives and covering governance
failures with the blood of soldiers. The
international community condemned the
attack as terrorism. However, human
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actions—including criminal activities—
have conlexts and causes that must be
addressed to  prevent  recurrence.
Unfortunately, Balochistan has rarely
seen such measures. Since independence,
foreign forces and their local allies have
worked against the province, openly and
covertly. Atvarious limes, protests against
political and human rights violations
have been manipulated into anti-state
movements. Violence escalates whenever
development projects emerge, indicating
that recent terrorist activities are more
about economic sabotage than human
rights or political freedom. To stabilize
Balochistan, it is crucial to understand the
concepts of a “soft state” versus a “hard
state” Swedish economist Gunnar
Myrdal introduced the “soft state” con-
cept in “Asian Drama” (1968), defining it
as weak governance, ineffective law

enforcement, and social disorder. Due to _

inadequate reforms, this concept closely
describes Pakistan’s current political
state. In “Pakistan: A Hard Country”
(2011), Anatol Lieven described Pakistan
as divided, unorganized, economically
backward, corrupt, violent, unjust, and
plagued by extremism. Although
Pakistan’s role in America’s “War on
Terror” reduced immediate threats, it
failed to address terrorism’s root causes.
Consequently, the country remains stuck
ina cycle of instability. Today, those high-
lighting Balochistan’s grievances ' mix
truth with propaganda. The province
receives its fair share from its natural
resources. Since the 18th Amendment,
Balochistan has full control over all its

J MAR 2025

resources except oil and gas. Thus, claims
of federal exploitation are largely exag-
gerated. Historically, unrest was concen-
trated in Dera Bugti and Kohlu. However,
after the launch of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC), terrorism in
these areas declined while attacks in
Gwadar and Khuzdar increased. This
north-to-south shift in insurgency along
the CPEC route signals changing conflict
dynamics. If exploitation and human
rights issues were the real drivers, mili-
tancy should have decreased with devel-

- opment projects. Instead, increasing ter-

rorist activities indicate that sabotaging
CPEC is a key insurgent goal. With the
true nature of the problem evident, politi-
cal leadership must become proactive

 alongside the military. A comprehensive

strategy is urgently needed, requiring all
political forces to unite for Balochistan's
stability and prosperity.
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