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Crackdown on wall chalking ordered
queTts. Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugd
has directed to administrative officers to take action
against wall chalking with the aim to improve
beautification of the city. He said this during the

 inauguration cerernony of Inscombe Road Expansion
Project and Modern Traffic Policing. CM said that the
law is equal for everyone, Quetta dty is our home and
the face of the entire province for whose beauty every

individual has to play his role. “Wall chalking spoils
the beauty of the city, so whoever is involved in wall

. chalking should be taken without discrimination.”

| He also congratulated the project director and his
entire team on the completion of the Inscombe Road

. Expansion Project and said that development projects
are very important for public welfare. Arp
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Curbing artificial
~inflation

holy month of Ramadan, a time of

The

- reflection, peneros ty, und spiritunl renewal,

of exciterment o familiar unease

18 just around the corner, However, instead
grips the

- people. The monster of artificial inflation

has once agnin reared its uply face, The
prices of essential commodities, from sta-
ples Tike four and sugar lo cooking i,
meat, and vepetables, have already begun
their predictable climb, This distressing
trend demands immediate and decisive
action from the Balochistan povernment,
The timing of this price surpe is par-
ticularly troubling.  The  increased
demand for food items during Ramadan
makes ita prime opportunity for unscru-
pulous traders to ma mipulate the market,
driving up prices and exploiting the vul-
nerability of consumers. This artificial
inflation, often fucled by hourc[ing and
price gouging, places an unbearable bur-
den on ordinnry citizens, especially

" those already strugpling to make ends

meet. For low-income families, the esca.
lating cost of essential goods can severol y
restrict access (o nutritious food, under-
mining their ability to observe the fast
and fully participale in the spirilual sig-

- nillcance of Ramadan.

’

It is the responsibility  of  the
Balochistan government (o protect its
citizens from such exploitative praclices,
Preemptive measures are crucial to com-
bat artificial inflation before it spirals
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out of conlrol. A robust strategy must
include - strict monitoring ‘of market
activity, regular inspections of ware-
houses and storge facilities to prevent
hoarding, and swift and decisive action
agamst those found guilty of manipulat-
ing, prices. The establishment and strict
enforcement of official price lists across
the province are essential to provide
consumers with clear guidelines and
prevent arbitrary  price hikes.
Furthermore, mechanisms for reporting
violations and lodging complaints must
be readily accessible to the public.

The heart of the problem lies in the all-
too-common practice of traders hoarding
essential food items in anticipation of
increased demand. This artificial scarcity
creales a false impression of shormge,
allowing them to dictate prices at will,
This cycle of hoarding, scarcity, and
inflated prices is a recurring nightmare for
consumers, particular] y du ring festive and
religious occasions, The government must
demonstrate a firm commitment to break-
ing Lhis cycle by cracking down on heard-
ing and ensuring a consistent and uninter-
rupted supply of essential goods. The gov-
ernment should also consider proactive
solutions Lo alleviate the burden on con-
sumers. The establishment of subsidized
markels, not just in Quetta but across all
districts, is a cructal step, These markets

- should offer essential food items at afford-

able prices, It is imperative that the Chief
Secretary and other relevant authorities
take concrete and visible steps to ensure
thesmoothand affordable supply of essen.-
tial edibles throughout the holy month,
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Why Balochistan needs an Agricultural Tax

Agriculture is the backbone of Balochistan's economy, contributing
significantly to the livelihoods of its rural population. However, the sec-
tor remains largely untaxed, depriving the provincial government of a
critical source of revenue. This lack of taxation is not unigue to
Balochistan,; it is a nationwide issue rooted in historical and political
compromises. However, the conscquences are particularly severe in
Balochistan, where the absence of revenue exacerbates the province's

developmental challenges. An agricultural tax, if implemented fairly and

transparcntly, could provide the financial resources needed to address
these pressing issues. Introducing an agricultural tax in Balochistan is
not just a fiscal necessity but a moral imperative to ensure equitable
development and sustainable growth. Agricultural tax would promote
equity and social justice. Currently, large landowners benefit dispropor-
tionately from the province's agricultural resources without contributing
their fair share to the public exchequer. This inequity perpetuates a sys-
tem where the wealthy elite enjoy the fruits of the land while the major-
ity of small farmers and rural laborers struggle to make ends meet. By
taxing agricultural income, the government can ensure that those who
benefit the most from the land also contribute to the development of the
province. This would help bridge the gap between the privileged few
and the marginalized many, fostering a more inclusive society.

Critics of agricultural taxation often argue that it would burden small
farmers who are already struggling with low incomes and high produc-
tion costs. While this concemn is valid, it can be addressed through a
progressive tax structure that exempts smallholders and targets larger,

- more profitable farms. By setting reasonable thresholds and offering

exemptions for subsistence farmers, the government can ensure that the .

tax is equitable and does not exacerbate poverty. Additionally, the rey-
enue generated from the tax could be reinvested in the agricultural sec-
tor itself, providing farmers with subsidies, access to modern technolo-
gy, and training in sustainable farming practices. Another significant
benefit of an agricultural tax is its potential to encourage more efficient
land use. In Balochistan, vast tracts of arable land remain underutilized

~or lic fallow due to outdated farming practices and a lack of incentives
for productivity. Taxing agricultural income could incentivize landown-

ers to maximize the productivity, of their land, leading to increased : agri-

_cultural output and food security. This would not only benefit the
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province but also contribute to Pakistan's broader goal of achieving self-

sufficiency in food production. One of the most compelling arguments
for an agricultural tax is its potential to generate revenue for public
services and infrastructure development. Balochistan's infrastructure »
deficit is staggering. Roads, schools, hospitals, and clean drinking water
systems are either inadequate or nonexistent in many parts of the
province. The revenue from an agricultural tax could be channeled into
building and maintaining these essential services, improving the quality
of life for millions of residents. For instance, better roads would facili-
tate the transportation of agricultural produce to markets, boosting farm-
ers' incomes and stimulating cconomic activity.

Introduction of an agricultural tax would strengthen Balochistan's fis-
cal autonomy. The province currently relies heavily on federal transfers
and external aid, which are often insufficient and subject to political
uncertainties. By generating its own revenue, Balochistan would be bet-
ter positioned to fund its development priorities independently, reducing
its dependence on external sources. This fiscal independence is crucial
for the province's long-term stability and prosperity. Implementation of
an agricultural tax in Balochistan is a necessary step toward addressing
the province's developmental challenges and ensuring a more equitable
distribution of resources. While the idea may face resistance from vest-
ed interests, the potential benefits far outweigh the costs. With a well-
designed and transparent tax system, Balochistan can unlock the
resources needed to build a brighter future for its people. The time has
come for the province to harness its agricultural potential not just for
the benefit of a few, but for the collective good of all its residents.
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