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Politics Over Point-Scoring

I'he recent exchange between the Balochistan government and Opposition
Leader Omar Ayub underscores a growing trend in Pakistani politics: the priori-
tization of thetoric over resolution, and accusations over action. Balochistan
government spokesperson Shahid Rind's press conference on Wednesday high-
lighted the provincial government's frustration with what it perceives as the
opposition's unwillingness to engage constructively on critical issues facing the
province. While the invitation extended to Omar Ayub to visit Balochistan anc
asseds the ground realitics firsthand was a gesture of transparency and coopera-
tion, the opposition leader's apparent reluctance to aceept it raises questions
about the sincerity of political discourse in the country, Balochistan, Pakistan's
largest province by land arca, has long been plagued by a myriad of challenges,
including law and order issucs, economic underdevelopment, and infrastructural
deficits. These problems are not new, nor are they casily solvable. They require
a collaborative approach, where both the government and the opposition set
aside their differences and work towards common goals, Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti's invitation to Omar Ayub was a step in this dircction. By offering
the opposition leader an opportunity to tour every district of Balochistan, the
provincial government demonstrated its willingness to engage in open dialogue
and showcase its efforts to address these challenges. However, the opposition's
decision to decline this invitation and instead focus on what the Balochistan
government calls "non-issues" reflects a missed opportunity for meaningful
engagement. Shahid Rind's remarks during the press conference were pointed
yet justified. He emphasized that the Balochistan government is committed to
solving real problems through practical steps, not political point-scoring. The
spokesperson rightly pointed out that while the opposition leader's party has

-ruled Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for over a decade, the law and order situation in that
province remains far from ideal. This observation underscores the need for all
political stakeholders to move beyond blame games and focus on delivering tan-
gible results for the people. )

The Balochistan government's approach to addressing the closure of national
highways is a case in point, By convening a high-level meeting to review the
progress of the "three-tier formula" and seeking a permanent solution to this
issue, the provincial administration is demonstrating its commitment to resolving
public grievances. This is a stark contrast to the opposition's tendency to rely on
rhetoric rather than action, While social media "keyboard warriors" may thrive
on sensational statements, the reality is that such rhetoric does little to address
the pressing-issues faced by the people of Balochistan. It is also worth noting 1
that the Balochistan government has repeatedly expressed its readiness for con-
sultations and negotiations on the province's challenges. The invitation to Omar
Ayub to visit Quetta still stands, and the government has assured him of full
security and all necessary facilitics. This openness to dialogue is a testament to
the provincial government's commitment to finding real solutions. However, for
such efforts to bear fruit, the opposition must reciprocate with equal sincerity.
Political leaders have a constitutional and moral responsibility to prioritize the
welfare of the people over partisan interests.

The current political climate in Pakistan demands a shift from confrontation to
collaboration, The challenges faced by Balochistan and indeed the entire country
are too significant to be addressed through accusations and blame games. The

opposition must recognize that its role is not merely to criticize but to contribute
constructively to the governance progess. By nccepting the Balochistan povems \

spent's invitation and engaging in.meaningful dialogue, Omar Ayuh and Wis paxty

can demonstrate their commitment to the people and set a p\‘eec(\eil\\ fo: .\:un\\uu

sible politics. Balochistan government's efforts to address t\"le' province's chal-
ges deserve acknowledgment. Its invitation to the opposition leader was a

11:::;) towards fostering transparency and cooperation. However, the onus is now

on the opposition to rise above political point-scoring and engage constructively.
’Only through a collaborative approach can the real problems of Balochistan and
Pakistan as a whole be effectively addressed. The people of Balochistan deserve
nothing less than the full commitment of their leaders, both in government and

i opposition.
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