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Bugti vows to make Aviation
Wing functional on modern
requlrements

Dutch envoy meets CM, d1scuss issues of mutual interests, Afghan refugees

7

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan  Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Wednesday said that provincial gov-
emment would utilize all resources to
make the Aviation Wing functional
according to modem requirements
which could be made an effective
institution for public welfare.

He said this while chairing a
review meeting of the Balochistan
Aviation Wing. The reorganization
of the wing, its functionality and its
public welfare use were discussed in
detail during the meeting. Director
General Aviation Wing Balochistan
Captain Ali Azad gave a detailed
briefing in the meeting. Chief
Secretary Balochistan Shakeel Qadir
::':mn. I"‘lim:ipal Secretary  Babar

M

movement but also to expand it in
emergency situations, rescue and
emergency services, Bugli said that
under the Young Pilots Training
Program, the youth of Balochistan
would be provided with international
standard training and given the best
career opportunities which could
open new doors of development and
prosperity in the province. He said
that we have decided to use modern
aviation facilities for public welfare
so that a quick response could be
givenin any emergency. The CM said
that the Young Pilots Training
Program for the youth under the
Balochistan Aviation Wing is of
exceptional importance which could
play akey role in promoting the avia-
tion sector in the province.

He said that through this proeram

Minister directed during the meeting
that the infrastructure of the Aviation
Wing should be further strengthened
and practical steps should be taken to
improve all its sectors, a comprehen-
sive roadmap should be prepared and
to be presented.

Bugti said that a systematic
approach would be adopted for the
training of pilots in Balochistan so
that world-class aviation training
could be provided to the youth. The
meeting expressed its determination
that the Aviation Wing will be devel-
oped on modem lines and developed
as a model aviation wing not only for
Balochistan but also for the whole of
Pakistan which would play a full role
not only in the VIP movement but
also in emergency situations, rescue
Serviees and other mihlie welfim nro

water management and other sectors
in detail. They also discussed the
issues of Afghan refugees, retumn of
refugees, registration and the steps
taken by the Government of Pakistan
were discussed. The CM informed
the Ambassador of the Netherlands
about the improvement of govern-
ance in the province, welfare ol
youth and public interest projects.
He said that the Balochistan govern-
ment is providing scholarships ¢
the youth of the pfoviuce ir
renowned educational institutions
including Oxford so that they car
pursue higher education, The C\p
said that the provincial govern.
ment will bear the educationa
expenses of the Balochistan Boar.
matriculation posmun holders an.
akilide £ ey
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CM Bugti directs upgrades to
Aviation wing infrastructure

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti presided over a review meeting of
the Balochistan Aviation Wing at the Chief
Minister's Secretariat on Wednesday. The meet-
ing focused on the reorganization, operational
efficiency, and public welfare utilization of the
Aviation Wing, with key decisions aimed at
enhancing its role in emergency response, rescue
operations, and VIP movement.

Director General of the Balochistan Aviation
Wing, Captain Ali Azad, provided a detailed
briefing during the meeting. Chief Secretary
Shakeel Qadir Khan, Principal Secretary Babar
Khan, Finance Secretary Imran Zarkoon, and
other relevant officials were also in attendance.

Thie meeting decided to expand the scope of
the Aviation Wing beyond VIP movement,
emphasizing its use in emergency situations, res-
cue operations, and public welfare services. CM
Bugti stated that the provincial government is
committed to modemizing the Aviation Wing in.
line with contemporary demands, transforming it

B

ur Reporter

provide

into an effective institution for public benefit.
"We have decided to utilize modem aviation
facilities for public welfare to ensure a swift
response in any emergency situation,” Bugti
said. He highlighted the significance of the
Young Pilots Training Program, which aims to
international-standard
Balochistan's youth, opening new doors for

training to

development and prosperity in the province.

new employment

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz Bugti, meets with the Ambassador
of the thherlands to Paklstan, ILE. Henny de Vncs.

The CM emphasized that the program will not
only promote the aviation sector in Balochistan
but also produce local aviation experts who will
benefit the entire country. "By providing profes-
sional training to young pilots, we will create
opportunities,
Balochistan's youth to gain world-class aviation
skills and advance in this field," he added.

Bugti directed officials to strengthen the
Aviation Wing's infrastructure and implement
practical measures to improve all its depart-
ments. He also called for the preparation of a
comprehensive roadmap .

enabling

t0 Ahe0E (RE5¢ goals. "A
systematic approach will be
adopted to train pilots,
ensuring that young individ-
uals receive world-class avi-
ation training,” he said.

The meeting reaffirmed
the commitment to develop
the Aviation Wing ag a
model institution not only
for Balochistan but for the
entire country. The
revamped wing will play a
pivotal role in VIP move-
ment, emergency response,
rescue services, and other
publi¢ welfare initiatives.
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CM Bugti secks Dutch support for
Youth Skills Development program

By Our Reporter

QUETTA: Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz
" Bugti met with, Henny de
Vries, the  Netherlands'
Ambassador to Pakistan, at the
Chief Minister's Secretariat
here on Wednesday. The meet-
ing focused on enhancing
bilateral cooperation in key
sectors, including education,
agriculture, water manage-
ment, and governance, while
also addressing issues related
to Afghan refugees.

During the discussions, CM
Bugti highlighted the provin-
cial government's efforts to
improve governance, youth
welfare, and public interest

projects. He informed the
Dutch envoy about the
Balochistan’ government's ini-
tiatives to provide scholarships
to students from the province,
enabling them to pursue higher
education at prestigious insti-
tutions worldwide, including
Oxford University.

"The provincial govemment
will cover 16 years of educa-
tional expenses for position-
holder students of the
Balochistan Board from every
district, as well as for the chil-
dren of civilian martyrs," Bugti

stated, He added that under the -

Chief Minister Youth Skills

A tlesind om wama T

—-—  Development- Program, |

30,000 young individuals
will be trained in various
fields and sent abroad- in
phases to gain skills ‘and
contribute to the country's
development.

CM also emphasized the
govermnment's commitment
to meritocracy, ensuring
equal . opportunities -for
Balochistan's youth. He
announced that, for the first
time in history, the province
has allocated 100 annual
scholarships for minority
communities and another
100 for the transgender
community to promote
inclusivity in education and
development.

On the topic of Afghan
refugees, Bugli noted that
régistration under the One
Document Regime is ongo-
ing, and Pakistan has hosted
Afghan  ‘refugees  for
decades. He reiterated that
‘refugees are being encour-
aged to retum voluntarily as
stability returns to
Afghanistan. The CM also
highlighted the positive
development of approxi-
mately 5,000 individuals
crossing  the  Pakistan-

Afghan border daily using
passports, a result of gov-
emment efforts to stream-
line-the process.

"Regarding the law &
order situation in
Balochistan, Bugti dis-
missed exaggerated percep-
tions, asserting that the gov-
ernment's authority is firm-
ly established across all dis-
tricts. He urged the intema-
tional community to align
its perceptions with ground
realities.

- The Chief Minister invit-
ed the Netherlands to col-
laborate on the Youth Skills
Development Program and
social services, expressing
the provincial govemment's
willingness to welcome
such support.

The two sides also dis-
cussed potential coopera-
tion in agriculture and water
management, with Bugti
stressing the need for mutu-
al efforts to optimize
resource utilization,

Ambassador de  Vries
praised the Balochistan
govemment's initiatives and
expressed her country's
commitment to strengthen-
ing cooperation in various
sectors, The meeting con-
cluded on a positive note,
with both sides.

o
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. Falling subsoil Water
Table in Balochistan

The falling subsoil water table in Balochistan is not just an environ-
mental issue; it is a matter of survival. The province stands at a cross-
roads, and the choices made today will determine its future. By adopt-
ing a holistic and inclusive approach, Balochistan can not only miti-
gate the current crisis but also build a resilient and sustainable water
management system for generations to come. The time to act is now,
before the wells run dry and the land tumns to dust. Balochistan is fac-
ing an existential threat that demands immediate attention: the rapid
depletion of its subsoil water table. For years, the province has been
grappling with water scarcity, but the continuous decline in groundwa-
ter levels has now reached a critical point. This alarming trend poses a
severe risk to agriculture, livestock, and human settlements, which are
the backbone of Balochistan's economy and society. If left unad-
dressed, this crisis could lead to irreversible environmental degrada-
tion, mass migration, and socio-economic collapse. It is high time for
the provincial government, policymakers, and local communities to
take urgent and sustainable measures to address this pressing issue.
The primary cause of the falling water table in Balochistan is the over-
extraction of groundwater. The province relies heavily on tube wells
for irrigation and domestic use, with little to no regulation on their
installation or operation. Farmers, desperate to sustain their crops in
the face of erratic rainfall and prolonged droughts, have been drilling
deeper and deeper into the earth to access water. This unchecked
exploitation has led to a dramatic drop in the water table, with some
areas reporting a decline of up to 10 feet per year. Additionally, cli-
mate change has exacerbated the situation, with rising temperatures
and reduced precipitation further straining the already scarce water
resources.

The consequences of this crisis are far-reaching, Agriculture, which
accounts for a significant portion of Balochistan's economy, is under
severe threat, Crops like apples, grapes, and almonds, which are the
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pride of the province, require substantial amounts of water, and their
yields are declining as water becomes scarcer. Livestock, another criti-
cal sector, is also suffering, as pastures dry up and water sources van-
ish. Rural communities, already marginalized and impoverished, are
bearing the brunt of this crisis, with many forced to abandon their
homes in search of water and livelihood opportunities. To tackle this
crisis, Balochistan must adopt a multi-pronged approach that focuses
on both immediate relief and long-term sustainability. First and fore-
most, the provincial government must enforce strict regulations on
groundwater extraction. This includes licensing and monitoring tube
wells, setting limits on water usage, and penalizing violations. While
such measures may face resistance from local communities, awareness
campaigns and incentives for compliance can help ease the transition.
Balochistan must invest in alternative water sources and conservation
techniques. Rainwater harvesting, for instance, can be a game-changer
in a region where rainfall, though scarce, often goes unutilized.
Building small dams, check dams, and recharge wells can help capture
and store rainwater, replenishing the groundwater table. Similarly, the
adoption of drip irrigation and other water-efficient farming practices
can significantly reduce water wastage in agriculture. Province must
prioritize afforestation and the restoration 6f natural ecosystems.
Forests and vegetation play a crucial role in maintaining the water
cycle, and their destruction has contributed to the current crisis. Large-
scale tree plantation drives, particularly in watershed areas, can help
improve groundwater recharge and reduce soil erosion.

Balochistan must leverage modern technology to manage its water
resources more effectively. Geographic Information System (GIS)
mapping and remote sensing can help identify areas with the highest
water stress and guide targeted interventions. Additionally, the govern-
ment should collaborate with research institutions and international
organizations to develop innovative solutions tailored to the province's
unique challenges. Addressing the water crisis requires a collective
effort. Local communities must be actively involved in water manage-
ment initiatives, and traditional knowledge should be integrated with
modern practices. Education and awareness programs can empower
people to become stewards of their environment, fostering a culture of
conservation and sustainability.
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