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VOL XLV No. 1017 QUETTA Saturday February 22, 2025 /Sha

Regd No. B.C 6

lauds policemen for
major terrorist plot in

S:afT Repors

QUETTA:  Chie!  Muinister of
Balochstan My Sarfruz., Rugh

. stroazhe condemmad the finag inci-

deot at a e checkpoint i the
seburhen s of Shaben Quetta,
restined 1 the marnndom of mwo
pobcemen &md  mundening  frr
artaciers. He taomed the sttack a
cowandly s stated that such
eefirious actwes My ternorists can-
nof neakea cor resoihve,

He prased the drnveny of the mvo
valnzd polae offivers who saenficed
ther Inves b thnart M WISt
FiCt. onrhgrines Al their ssnifice
will st be = v reindebaed
o e heroos. nhose acifices
bave made cer bomeland safe” he
added Bupn ahe expressad sobdar-

xnad

TRy wih the famlies o the marnrs

oa belalf of the Balochistez sovern-

- ot and 1ts peopke He payved for
© the davzbion of the razks of (he mar

Ored pebice officers. The CM
Balochnian alko isued s MeS2ALT In
this rezand on the sovial netwarking
sate X (formerdy Twarter\ in which he
pasd nbute o the wacnfices of the
marhms and expressed his eohve to
ostadhinh  peaxce and  order in
Balochistan.

It 13 pertinent to mention here that
™o poliee personnel were martyred
aod four armed attackers were Gillad
I3 beavy gun hattle Junng an
attaek ou a polive post in the Shaban
ared of Quena late on Thunday
mght -

Acvonding o offiask, a group of

armad men bunched an asaulton g
ot post of polive and focest puards
m Shatan hecated abowt 20km
rortheast of Quetta The police and
foest guands mmediately retali-
ated. Jeading 10 an intense exchange
of fire.

The gunfight resulted i the mar
tyrdom of reo palicenen and inju-

s 10 Two others, mchuding a police
constable and a forest guard. “Our
o personnel were martvred,” 3
sannr podice ofhicer told Dawn. add-
mg that  Counter  Terrorism
Department (CTD) personnel and
Frontier Corps (FC) eops reached
the site and hunched 4 counter
artack agamst the assatlants

“In the counter-attack by CTD,
four armed attackers were Killed,”
DIG Quatta Awrae Gorava saud,
adding that four bodies were recor
erad from the area He noted that the
openaton aganst the attackens con-
touad late into the mght. The miar
Hred policemnen were wWennfied as
Shamsd! Ldam and  Muhammad
Ramran

Separstely,  Balochistan  Chief
Mmuster Mir Sarfarar Bugti has
axpressed deep sarrow and grief
over the death of former Advocate
Geueral, renowned lawver and Free.
ary  figure  Salhwddin Mengal

e ———. s
[ ]

thwarting
Quet;

a

Advecate In his condolence mes.
sage. the Balochistan Chicl Minister i
pad Imbute 1o the kepal, literary and
social servives of the deceased in
wonderful wonds and said that with
his death, Balochistan has kst a tal-
ented lawyer and renow nad literary
fgure. The Chief Minister said that
the legal msight, professional integ-
ny o and public services of
Salshuddin Mengal Advocate wall
always be remembered. He was an
old pracoing lawver as well as an
wellevtual and hierary figure wha
dadicated his life 1o faw, Jwdliciary

and sevd welfare The  Chief
AMnister of Rakschistan evpressed
his beartlell sympathy to the

bercaved fannly and said that in this
hour of grief, he shares the gnef of
the bereaved family, Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti praved that Allah Almighty
may graat the deceased a place in the
eahm ofinercy and grant patience to |
the bereaved family, ]

‘ban 23, 144

e
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CM, Faryal Talpur discuss Balochistan's
political, developmental Plans
; By Our Correspondent

KARACHLI: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti met with Pakistan People's Party
(PPP) Women's Wing President and Sindh
Assembly member Faryal Talpur at Zardari
House Karachi on Wednesday to discuss
Balochistan's political landscape and ongoing
development projects.

According to sources, senior PPP leader and
National Assembly member Mir Munawar Ali
Talpur was also present at the meeting.

Following the meeting, CM Bugti took to
social media platform X (formerly Twitter) to
share details, stating that he met Faryal Talpur
and his fathers longtime friend, Mir Munawar
Ali Talpur, to deliberate on Balochistan's
progress and political situation.

He praised President Asif Ali Zardari's vision
for Balochistan, calling it a "game-changer,"” and

President Asif Ali Za

reaffirmed his commitment to serving the people
under PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari's
leadership.

Faryal Talpur highlighted the leadership  of
President Zardari and Chairman Bilawal,
expressing confidence that Pakistan would over-
come its challenges under their guidance, She
recalled that during his previous presidency, Asif
Ali Zardari introduced landmark initiatives like
the "Aaghaz-e-Huqooq Balochistan” package
and the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), which played a pivotal role in the
province's development. :

She expressed optimism that the current
provincial government, under CM Sarfraz
Bugti's leadership, would continue working for
Balochistan's progress in line with the party's
vision, a

ari offered Fateha over the sad demise of Dr
MPASohaﬂAnwar;Sial,‘ in Karachi. LTI e

“Balochistan
Express .

Quetta
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Dealing with
unemployment

Provision of employment is the
responsibility of the state. Provision of
employment lo citizens is only possi-
ble when the government has plenty of
resources to hire a workforce. Since
Balochistan lucks industries and a
vibrant market, therefore the unem-
ployment ratio in the province is very
high as compared o other provinces of
the: country. Due to lack of industries
and other business activities, the peo-
ple prefer to secure government jobs.
And it is not possible for any govern-
ment to provide jobs to provide gov-
ernment jobs to every citizen. A large
portion of the population of
Balochistan is directly or indirectly
associated with. Agriculture to make
both hands- meet. Unfortunately, this
sector is underdeveloped and facing
difficulties such as drought and water
“scarcity.

On the other hand, the droughts and
untimely rains have inflicted huge
financial losses to people associated
with the agriculture sector. Therefore,
the unemployment rate in Balochistan
is increasing very fastand it is the duty
of the government to tackle these
issues seriously and prudently before
it is too late. In every budget the gov-
ernment announces vacancies but the
process of recruitment is quite- slow,
and' the date of test and interviews

cancel. or alter that further multiplies
the miseries of jobless youth. Itis inev-
itable that the government must expe-
dite the process of recruitment and
advertise all posts lying vacant in dif-
ferent departments so that the unem-
ployed ratio could be decreased.

Owing to inflation and high taxes
the business of real estate is also very
down due to which the daily wagers
and people working in private sectors
remained jobless,

A large number of small business-
men could not make recovery of dam-
ages caused by lockdown. The closure
of barders with Iran and Afghanistan
has also increased the rate of unem-
ployment in the province.

To address the unemployment in
Balochistan, the federal and provincial
governments must take remedy meas-
ures to provide employment and a
respectable carning to the youth.
Despite being the epicenter of China
Pakistan Economic Corridor and with
only 1.5 percent of total population of
the country unemployment, poverty
and backwardness looming in the
province. It is very unfortunate that
despile being a mineral rich province
and having a long coastal belt, the rul-
ers did not make efforts to exploit the
mineral resources for the welfare and
development of the masses. It is hoped
that the incumbent government will
take long lasting measures o provide
employment to the youth, revive the
agriculture sector and encourage busi-
ness activities in the province.
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Pollo Eradication in Balochistan )

Polio remains a persistent public health challenge in Pakistan, with
74 cases reported nationwide in the past year, 27 of which were from
Balochistan alone. This alarming statistic underscores the urgent need
for innovative and effective strategies to combat the virus. The pres-
ence of poliovirus in environmental samples from various districts of
Balochistan, despite ongoing vaccination efforts, highlights the gaps in
immunity and the need for a more robust approach. The introduction
of FIPV, which works in tandem with the Oral Polio Vaccine (OPV), is
a scientifically backed strategy to address these gaps. Research has
shown that FIPV provides an additional layer of protection, particular-
ly for children who are malnourished or frequently ill, making it a crit-
ical tool in the fight against polio. The EOC Balochistan's decision to
deploy 1,625 vaccination teams for this campaign reflects the scale
and seriousness of the initiative. By targeting high-risk areas and
ensuring that children receive both FIPV and OPYV, the campaign aims
to create a stronger immune response and reduce the circulation of the
virus. The inclusion of security measures to protect vaccination teams
1s.also a welcome step, as it ensures the safety of healthcare workers
and the smooth execution of the campaign.

Success of this initiative hinges not only on the efforts of the govern-
ment and healthcare workers but also on the cooperation of parents
and communities. Misinformation and vaccine hesitancy remain sig-
nificant barriers to polio eradication. Coordinator of the EOC
Balochistan, Inam ul Haq, has rightly emphasized the importance of
parental involvement, urging families to ensure their children receive -
the FIPV vaccine. The media, too, has a crucial role to play in dis-
pelling myths and raising awareness about the importance of vaccina-
tion. A collective effort involving all stakeholders is essential to

~achieve the goal of a prolriq-'_ffgggalochistén. The fight against poliois
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“not just a public health issue; it is a moral imperative. Every child

deserves the right to grow up free from the threat of preventable dis-

-eases. The EOC Balochistan's campaign is a testament to the

province's commitment to this cause. However, sustained efforts, com-
munity engagement, and continued investment in healthcare infrastruc-

" ture are necessary to build on this progress and ensure that polio is
eradicated once and for all. ‘

FIPV campaign in Balochistan is a timely and vital initiative that
addresses the gaps in polio eradication efforts. By combining scientific
innovation with community engagement, this campaign has the poten-
tial to significantly reduce the incidence of polio in the province. It is
now up to all of us-parents, healthcare workers, media, and policy-
makers to support this effort and work together towards a healthier,
polio-free future for the children of Balochistan and Pakistan. The
Emergency Operation Center (EOC) in Balochistan has taken a com-
mendable step towards eradicating polio from the province by launch-
ing a special vaccination campaign in high-risk districts. This initia-
tive, which began on February 20, 2025, aims to administer Fractional
Inactivated Polio Vaccine (FIPV) alongside oral polio drops to chil-

" dren in 78 high-risk union councils of Quetta, Chaman, Pishin, and

Killa Abdullah. The campaign targets over 400,000 children aged 4 to

59 months, with the dual objective of boosting immunity and eliminat-

iﬁg the poliovirus from the region. This effort is a significant stride in
the fight against polio, a disease that continues to threaten the health
and future of children in Pakistan, particularly in Balochistan.
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