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Staff Report provincial tax on agricultural pro-

duce obtained from Kachhi Canal
QUETTA: Balochistan  Chief to facilitate the farmers and o
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti urged improve the agricultural sector.
the cabinet members that they The cabinet  meeting  gave
should review the performance of  approval the Balochistan Water
their departments and take steps  Resources Management Bill in
for further improvement in order  which the correct and effective use
facilitate masses in the province. of water resources will be ensured,
He said this while chairing the  along with this, it was also decided
provincial cabinet meeting here on 1o implement an effective law for
Thursday. The cabinct has given the conversion of agricultural tube
nod to several important initiatives  wells 1o solar cnergy.
aimed at improving the region's

The meeting permitted estab-
development and governance.

lishment  of Balochistan Food
In the cabinet meeting approved  Authority Laboratory and approved
key policies to meet the expecta-  declaring Tehsil Dera Bugti as an
tions of public and ensure facilities  A-arca. The cabinet decided to
to the masses. The cabinct has form a commitice 1o sell the wheat
taken key decisions to improve  purchased by the Food Department
governance, _ infrastructure, —.and  in the open market, \~'b:q1x will
public welfare in the region. complete this process wn}, trans-
The meeting approved the digi- parency and will d:h:rml.nc the
tal Jand scutlement under which all  selling price after reviewing the
" land records will be computerized  market. The cabinet alsa appm_\cd
to ensure transparency and easy necessary amendments to the Right
access. The cabinet also agreed to (o [nformation Act.
provide relicl to the landlords in It was deeided to establish two

CM urges cabinet to review
performance, improve public services

Govt greenlights digital Land Settlement, Water

anagement Bill

new police stations in Jaffarabad to
provide better security to the public
in the meeting. The cabinet meet-
ing approved the appointment of a
judge of the Anti-Terrorism Court
Khuzdar besides approved funds of
Rs. 65 nullion for the Public Health
Engineering Department.
Addressing  the  inauguration
ceremony of the Inscombe Road
Expansion Project and Modern
Traffic Policing, Bugti said that |
was very happy today that my con-
voy was also stopped at the red sig-
nal, which is a manifestation of the
fact that the Jaw is cqualfor every.

given the land of Radio Pakistan on
Sariab Road to the Balochistan
government. The project will be
completed in a year, Regarding the
puutilicalion of Quetta city, he
issued instructions and said that an
FIR will be registered against those
concerned for writing the name of
any pahitical party or institution on
the walls of the city. He ordered the
administrative  officers 1o take
indiscriminate action against those
who wall chalk on the walls. If the
name of the PPP is written on the
walls, then an FIR should be Tegia.

tered against me (oa. Regaray
one. He congratulated the project  traffic rules. he made it clear l‘;:\

director and his enlire tcam on the  no one will be allowed to take e
completion of the Inscombe Road gal action. He directed the SSP
Expansion Project and said that Traffic to act stricily in this matter
development projects are very and take Y action ag)
important for public welfare. The anyone. no matter how influential
CM said that the Awrport Read will - he 1s. At the ceremony, the CM
be made as per international stand-  said that a cleanliness campaign
ards and this project will be com-  called “Safa Quetta™ is underway
pleted within two months after its  with the aim of making Quetta a
commencement. le said that the clean city of international stand-
Prime Minister of Pakistan has ards,

dat
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Modernizing
- healthcare sector

B Ba}lo;histan’ ‘Chief Minister, < Mir
:Sarfraz Bugti emphasized the need for

formulation of a comprehensive strat-

€gY¥ to improve the healthcare system,
«n:collaboration with all stakeholders.
{He: reiterated the provincial govern-
‘ment's commitment to modernizing the
-healthcare sector to provide quality
medical services to the public. The chief
eminister said this during a bricfing by
health experts from Balochistan and
“Punjab on Health Department depart-
mental reforms and government initia-
. tives. The health indicators in the
siprovince like infant and mother mortal-
ity, are poorer than any other province.
v'Malaria, Typhoid, Hepatitis, gastroin-
testinal and respiratory disorders are
tcommon in the province. Though the
health sector in Balochistan remained
 the focus of welfare programs launched
by every government in the past, .the
“shortage, misuse of public funds and
irregularities in this sector caused no
‘relief -to the people in the most” back-
ward -province. : The ‘private  hospitals,
clinics and laboratories have witnessed
a mushroom growth in the provincial
capital over a short period of a decade.
Similarly more than 100 laboratories in
Quetta are engaged in flourishing their
business. Most of these laboratories lack
he :professional - staff rand - essential
liagnostic instrumentation. ‘The gov-

o 3T

Dated:

-ernment hospitals remain as the only

option for the poor segment of society,
who are compelled to face the arrogant
behavior of the hospital staff, as they
cannot afford the high expenses of pri-
vate treatment and costly medication.
There have been wide complaints about
the shortage of medicines at the govern-
ment hospitals and the poor patients
have to purchase the costly medicines
from the market. Medicine store -pro-
vides the medicines of low standard
companies. The purchased -medicines
are not timely disposed ‘of :and -some
time the medicines are about to-expire.
A health insurance scheme for the peo-
ple in different parts of the -province
should be launched in order to-provide
the people free healthcare facilities: The
wider coverage of poor sections of soci-
ety-under the health insurance scheme
will be a great step towards making the
country a welfare state. Under the
scheme, people living below the pov-
erty line should be able to get the best
possible treatment at government’s
expense. Under the programme,: the
treatment of cancer, heart disease acci-
dents, burns and other chronic disor-
ders should be insured under the prior-
ity diseases category. Government must
make no compromise on the health sec-
tor and equip all government run hospi-
tals with modern machinery and:téch- -
nologies. The doctors and other- para-
medical staff must be imparted training
to deal with patients and they should be

.made punctual and dedicated ta-their
“joband duty.
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Untapped potential of Mekran
- coastal belt's seabed

The Gwadar and Mekran coastal belt of Balochistan, stretching along
the Arabian Sea, is a region of immense strategic and economic signifi-
cance. While much attention has been given to Gwadar's port and its role
in the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), the seabed resources of
this region remain an underexplored treasure trove. These resources, rang-
ing from minerals and hydrocarbons to marine biodiversity, hold the
potential to transform Pakistan's economy, bolster energy security, and
create sustainable livelihoods for local communities. It is imperative that
Pakistan prioritizes the exploration and sustainable utilization of these
seabed resources to unlock their full potential. The seabed of the Gwadar.
and Mekran coastal belt is believed to be rich in mineral resources,
including manganese nodules, phosphorite, and rare ‘earth elements. These
minerals are critical for various industries, from electronics to renewable
energy technologies. For instance, rare earth elements are essential for
‘manufacturing wind turbines, electric vehicles, and smartphones. By tap-
ping into these resources, Pakistan can reduce:its reliance on imports, gen-
erate significant revenue, and position itself as a key player in the global
supply chain for critical minerals. In addition to minerals, the region's
seabed is thought to hold substantial hydrocarbon reserves. Offshore oil
and gas exploration in the Arabian Sea has already shown promising
results, with discoveries in neighboring countries like Oman and India.
Pakistan, with its vast maritime zone, has yet to fully explore its offshore
potential. Developing these resources could address the country's chronic
energy shortages, reduce the import bill for fossil fuels, and provide a reli-
able source of energy to fuel industrial growth. Moreover, the revenue
generated from hydrocarbon exports could be reinvested in infrastructure,
education, and healthcare, fostering long-term economic development.

The marine biodiversity of the Gwadar and Mekran coastal belt is
another invaluable resource. The region's waters are home to a wide vari-
ety of fish, crustaceans, and other marine species, which support the
livelihoods of thousands of local fishermen. Sustainable management of*~
,ﬂ1csg fisheries can ensuze food security, create employment opportunities,
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and contnbute to the blue econorny Furthermore, the unique ecosystems -
of the region, such as coral reefs and mangroves, have immense ecologi-
cal value. Protecting these habitats is not only essential for maintaining
biodiversity but also for mitigating the impacts of climate change, as they
act as natural carbon sinks and protect coastal areas from erosion and
extreme weather events. Realizing the potential of these seabed resources
requires a strategic and sustainable approach. First and foremost, the gov-
ernment must invest in advanced marine research and exploration tech-
nologies to accurately assess the extent and quality of these resources.
Collaboration with international partners, particularly those with expertise
in deep-sea mining and offshore drilling, can accelerate this process. At
the same time, it is crucial to establish robust regulatory frameworks to
ensure that resource extraction is carried out responsibly, with minimal
environmental impact.

Equally important is the need to involve local communities in decision-
making processes. The people of Balochistan, particularly those living
along the coast, have a deep connection to the sea and its resources. Their

traditional knowledge and practices can provide valuable insights into sus- .

‘tainable resource management. Moreover, ensuring that local communities
benefit from the development of seabed resources is essential for address-
ing long-standing grievances and fostering social cohesion. Seabed
resources of the Gwadar and Mekran coastal belt represent a golden

opportunity for Pakistan to diversify its economy, enhance energy securi- -

ty, and improve the livelihoods of its citizens. However, this opportunity
must be seized with caution and foresight. By adopting a balanced
approach that prioritizes sustainability, inclusivity, and environmental pro-
tection, Paklstan can hamess the untapped potential of its maritime '

resources while preserving them for.future generations. The time to actis . .

now,’ ‘before these resources are overshadowed by competing interests or

lost to environmental degradation. The-sea holds the key to a bnghter

future let us unlock it wisely.
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