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Balochistan

President Asif Ali
International Conference on

Zardari addressing the closing session of the
"Regional Connectivity & Pakistan:
Emerging Opportunities", organized by the Pakistan-China Institute, at

Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Balochistan key to Pakistan's
economic growth: CM Bugti
By Our Correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Balochistan is playing a cru-
cial role in Pakistan's economic progress and is
ning greater importance in regional develop-

ence on "Regional Connectivity and Emerging
Opportunitics in Pakistan” held in Islamabad, he
underscored Pakistan's strategic position as a hub
for gco—economic transformation.

The conference was attended by President
Asil Ali Zardari, Chairman of the Pakistan-
China Institute Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed,
and other high-ranking officials.

Speaking at the event, CM Bugti said

‘pakistan's geographical and strategic position
‘placesitat the center of a new geo-economic era.
wFor centuries, our region has been a hub for
1" trade, culture, and intellectual exchange, bridg-

; (O Sy

ing the East and the West. As the world moves
toward deeper economic integration, Pakistan is
once again ready to fulfill its historic role in pro-
moting peaceful trade, cultural exchange, and
collective growth,” he remarked.

He highlighted Balochistan's fundamental role
in Pakistan's economic trajectory, particularly
emphasizing the significance of Gwadar Port.
*With its modem infrastructure, advanced logis-
tics, and extensive communication networks,
Gwadar has the potential to become the region's

largest trade corridor. It will not only connect

Pakistan to global markets but also serve as a key
gateway for mantime trade for neighboring
countries,” he stated.

Commenting on the China-Pakistan Economic

Corridor (CPEC), CM Bugti termed it a symbol -

—-

of strong bilateral ties -

- and mutual trust between
! Pakistan and China. "CPEC

{ is more than an infrastruc-
| ture project; it represents

Pakistan,
those in Balochistan. New
employment opportunities,
skill development pro-
grams, and entrepreneurial
ventures are becoming a
reality," he added.

He also noted that the
recently completed Gwadar
International Airport, a gift
from China, would enhance
regional connectivity and
open new avenues for
investment.
Acknowledging President
Asif Ali Zardari's role in the
conceptuzlization and
implementation of CPEC,
CM Bugti praised his con-
tributions toward
Balochistan's development.

Stressing the need for
peace and stability for
large-scale  development
projects, CM Bugti stated
that the provincial govem-
ment is taking practical

hope for the people of
especially for

o

No._————

e

steps to improve law ar;ﬁ
order, governance, and pu
lic welfare. "True progress
can only be achieved when
le feel genumely
FEOP il develop-
involved in the
ment_process and when
economic and social uplift
remains a priority for the
government,” he assertef:l.
CM Bugti further high-
lighted pakistan's active
role in the Shanghal
Cooperation Organization
(SCO). particularly in
regional economic cooperd-
tion, energy collaboration.
and joint security measures.
"If regional countries align
their resources and work
toward shared objectives,
the SCO can serve 2s 2
robust platform for devel-
opment and stability across
the region,” he added.
Reiterating the |
Balochistan government's
commitment to transparen-
cy and equitable opportuni-
ties, he said, "We are ensur-
ing that the benefits of
development reach the
common man. Our focus is
on providing access to edu-

cation, healthcare, and
basic facilities in remote
areas so that every citizen
can contribute to national
progress.”

CM Bugti also expressed
gratitude to the Pakistan-
China Institute for organiz-
ing the forum, noting that
such platforms help high-
light the immense econom-
ic and trade potential of the
region. He expressed opti-
mism that Pakistan, its
neighbors, and the broader
region would continue’
working together for shared
prosperity.  "We  remain
Steadfast on the path o
development, and through

_mutual cooperation, part-

nership, and respect, we car;

- lay the foundation for 5

prosperous future,” he con.
‘cluded.
£ TTTTTT—
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- incompetence
though Quetta is burning,” he remarked,

Dai ii{ Balochmtan Time

Dated:jﬂ FER e 7. - Page NO‘E_B_

commitment to social . and economic
development and clean energy initiatives

in Balochistan. -
Governor Balochistan's  regrets are

- understandable, this incident risks further

Balochistan’s
negative portrayal
" Balochistan  Governor Jaffar - Khan

Mandokhel has expressed regret over the
German Consul - General’s inability to

-attend the launch of the “Balochistan

Centre: for Excellence in Renewable
Energy” due to security concerns.
Addressing the event, the governor crit-
icised the decision, saving, “If they were
unable-to provide secunty, [ could have
arranged ~ bulletproof vehicles” He
emphasised that Germany's investment in
Balochisian: should be appreciated and
welcomed and labelled the refusal of per-
mission on security grounds as a sign of
“It is being portraved as

7 questioning the impression being created

~ about the region and its impact on interna-

tional percention. The governor said that
_he would rase the matter with Foreign

Minister [shaq Dar.
Governor Mandokhel described -the

launch of the “Balochistan Centre for

Excellence in Renewable Energy” asa sig-
nificant milestone for sustainable energy
solutions in the province. He highlighted
the importance of Pakistan-Germany col-
laboration, underscoring their shared
LS

alienating the province and hindering its
potential for investment and develop”
ment. Balochistan, the largest province of
Pakistan in terms of area,
security challenges and a complex.socio=
political landscape- These issues  have
undoubtedly created a sense of unease
among potential - visitors and . investors:.
However, portraying the entire province
as inaccessible is a gross oversimplifica-
tion and does a great disservice to-the
region’s rich culture, natural beauty, and
untapped economic potential.

Such incidents reinforce nepative stereo-
types and create an impression that
Balochistan is a dangerous and unstabte
region. This perception not only. discour-
ages foreign investment but also’ deters
domestic tourists and businesses, from
exploring
Balochistan remains deprived of much-
needed economic opportunities and devel
opment. It is crucial to address the under-
lying issues that contribute to this percep+
tion of Balochistan. Instead of restricting
access, efforts should be made to improve
security, promote dialogueand reconcilias
tion, and showcase the positive aspects of

the province. By fostering a more vpen:

and welcoming environment, Balochistan
can attract investment, create jobs, and
improve the lives of its people.

ot o/ S

has long, faced:

the province As a- result, .
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Youth Empowerment
in Aviation

The launch of the Government Air Ambulance Service and the
Young Pilot Development Program is a historic milestone for
3alochistan. It is a shining example of how visionary leadership and
practical steps can bring about meaningful change. By addressing
critical healthcare needs and empowering the youth, the government
is paving the way for a brighter, more prosperous future. This initia-
tive is not just about Balochistan; it is a model for the entire coun-
try, demonstrating the importance of investing in people and inno-
vation. As the youth of Balochistan take to the skies, they carry with
them the hopes and aspirations of an entire province, ready to soar
to new heights. In a landmark move that underscores the importance
of innovation and youth empowerment, the Government of
Balochistan has launched a groundbreaking initiative: the
Government Air Ambulance Service, coupled with the Young Pilot
Development Program (YPDP-1). This historic decision marks a
significant step forward not only for the province but also for
Pakistan as a whole. By addressing critical healthcare needs and
creating opportunities for young Balochistanis in the aviation sector,
this initiative is a testament to the government's commitment to
progress and inclusivity.

Balochistan, Pakistan's largest provmce by area, has long faced
challenges related to accessibility and healthcare. Its rugged terrain
and vast distances have made it difficult for residents, particularly
those in remote areas, to access timely medical care. The introduc-
tion of the Government Air Ambulance Service is a game-changer
in this regard. This service will ensure that critical patients can be
transported swiftly to medical facilities, saving countless lives and
bridging the gap between rural and urban healthcare services. It is a
lifeline for communities that have historically been underserved,

‘and it reflects the oovcmment's resolve to prioritize the well-being

ot ot e e o e 2 e = S = 5
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also about empowering the youth of Balochistan and unlocking their

potential. The Young Pilot Development Program (YPDP-1) is a
visionary step in this direction. Under this program, young pilots
from Balochistan will receive training for an additional 200 flight
hours, equipping them with the skills and experience needed to
excel in the aviation industry. Moreover, the provision of a stipend
during their training ensures that financial constraints do not hinder

‘their aspirations. This holistic approach to youth development is

both commendable and necessary. The significance of this initiative
cannot be overstated. For the first time in Pakistan's history, a

emmment has taken such a bold step to promote avia-

provincial gov
vesting in the train-

tion and create opportunities for its youth. By in
ing and development of young pilots, the government is not only
addressing unemployment but also fostering a culture of excellence
and innovation. The youth of Balochistan, often marginalized in
national discourse, are being given the tools to compete on 2 global
stage. ;

This is a powerful statement of inclusion and confidence in their
abilities. The launch of YPDP-1 also highlights the importance of
aviation as a sector with immense potential for growth.

Balochistan's strategic location makes it a natural hub for aviation
activities, and this initiative is a step toward realizing that potential.
By creating new opportunities in the aviation sector, the government
is laying the foundation for economic growth and development.
This will not only benefit the youth but also contribute to the over-
all prosperity of the province. The presence of DG Aviation Wing
Balochistan, Captain Ali Azad, and trainee pilots at the press confer-
ence further underscores the collaborative spirit of this initiative. It
is a reminder that progress is achieved through collective effort and
shared vision. The enthusiasm and determination of the young pilots
are a testament to the transformative power of such programs. They
are not just beneficiaries but also ambassadors of change, inspiring

others to dream big and work hard.

R i Y | e ‘ : e
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of its citizens. Initiative goes beyond healthcare. At its core, it is
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“Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
- Bugti on Monday directed the Querta
_Electric supply Company (QESCO) to find
-4 permanent solution to the electricity
- prablems being faced by the people of the
: Province and take concrote steps to Im-
" prove power transmission,
¢ . He said that adopting alternative sources
w.of energy in the agricultural sector was

PY—

Dated: LAFEB 2027 page No
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X7

oSS

- the need of the hour so that the difficul-

ties being faced by farmers were reduced
and agriculrural production increased.
He expressed these views while talking
to QESCO Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
Syed Yousuf Shah who called on him here.
On the occasion, Syed Yousuf
Shah gave a detailed briefing to the
Balochistan Chief Minister on the
challenges being faced in the electric-
ity transmission system and the steps

being taken to resolve them.

The Chief Minister said that, before the
arrival of the summer, electricity short-
ages and problems in the province's hot
areas should be adequately addressed so
that people do not face any problems.

He also directed the QESCO administra-
tion to formulate a comprehensive and
Clear strategy to provide people relief from
electricity-related problemns and to imple-
ment it quickly.

power supply ordered

He said that the proposal of the mE[TtT_le

bers of the provincial assembly and‘c‘é\j
pace of work on the proposed electnu;a{
schemes should be accelerated 50 o
people could benefit from them as soo0
as sible.
QHT:I:;; :mpha_sized that uninterrupted
power supply should be ensured inl the
areas where people were paying theit elec'—
tricity bills so that the consumers don't
face any problems.
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