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“solution to electricity problems

Says govt taking all sfeps for public welfare, development of province.

Staff Repart

QUETTA: Balochistan  Chiel

"Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti on

Monday directed  the
QFESCO 1o find a permanent solu-
tion to the electricity problenis
being faced by the people of the
provinee and rake congrete steps In
mprove electricity transnussion
He said that adopting allernain e
sources of cnergy in the agricul-
tural seotor is the need of the hour
so that the difficulues heing faced
by farmers are reduced and agricul-

“tural production 1ncreases

He expressed these views while
tlalking 10 Chtef Executive Otficer
(CEQ) of Quetta Electric Supply
Company (QESCO) Sved Yousuf
Shali called on him here. On this

! occasion. Chief Executive Officer

QESCO Syed Yousuf Shah gave a
detailed briefing. 1o the Chief

- Minister Balochistan on the chal-
. lenges fag{d in: the electricity

CEQO of

Iransmission system and the steps
being taken to solve them, The
Cliel Minister sand that hefore the
arrval of  summer,  clectniaty
“shortages and problens in hot areas
should be adequately addressed so
that the people would not have 1w
Lace any problemis e also directed
the QESCO adininistration to for-
mulate & comprehensive and clear
Srategy o relieve the people from
clectriciy-relited  problems  and
implement it quickly. He sand that
the proposal ot the members of the
prosincial asseinbly, the pace of

work.va the propesed-ehetricity...

schemes should he aceelerared so
that the pevple could get their ben-
efits as soun as possible, He empha-
sized that unmterrupted power
supply should be ensured in the
arcas where the people are paying
electricity bills so that the consum-
crs would pot face any kind of
problem. The Chief Minister
directed cantinuous monitoring of

the progress made on clectnicny
lransmassion and solar enerey pro-
jects and said thay urgent sieps
should be taken 1o improve power
supply in remote arcas. e sad that
the Dalochistan povernment is 1ak-
g all possible steps to reduce the
problems of the people and pract-
cal steps are alvo hemg taken 10
promote  alicrnalne  sources  of
enerey. The CEO QESCO inlorined
the Cluef Minister of Bulochistan
that work s underway vn various
projects o address the problems of
POWEr LEANSMISS IO N Femote areas
ol the provioce and steps are also
being taken to promote aliernative
sources of solar energy. The CEQ
QESCO informed ahout the project
fo convert agricultural tube wells
to solar energy and said that ths
project would bring  significant
improvement in the ogriculiural
sector and farmers will get relief
from electricity problems.

He also assured the ; Chief

Mumister that QESCO s uving all
s capabihiies 1o provide better
facilities to the people and pr;u.tiu:'nll
sleps are bemng taken to resolve the
clectricuty problems

Meanwhile, membery of the
assembly, senwor provincial ul'ﬁ-‘
cials and vanous personahines
meluding - DG Aviation Wing'
Captam Al Azad. antery prlots,
lormr carctaber provingral mmis-,
ter Yahya Khan Nawr, Hasatullah |

Ghilzarand member ol the National
Assembly NMabik Shah (iurgnj.
called “on the Chiel Minister,.
Duning the mcetps, they dis-.
eussed various vsties including the
flcvu!opmcul Lol the  provinee,
rmprovement in the aviation sector,
public welfare and other matters of
mutual interest. Bugt, while talke.
Ing 1o the intern pilots, said that af
possible opportunities are being
providedto the youth of Balochistan
to move forward in aviation and
other technical fickls. : 1

————

1446
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QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugli talking to former caretaker provincial minister Yahya Khan Nasir on Monday

(%1 CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

— e

CLIPPING SERVICE

T -—-——-—.___.___’_‘___

DIRECTORATE
GENERAL OF PUBLIC
RELKHONSBALOCH&TAN S -

ally

BUH th

FOUNDED BY

 Baloch;
Expr-

MLAe
A X\ ®

c‘ﬂ ECy Vs

A

Bugtl dlrects CEO QESCO to

1mprove electri

city distribution

By Qur Reporter

QUETTA: Chief Minister of Balochistan

- Sarfaraz Bugti has instructed QESCO 1o find a
: permancnt solution to the electricity issues faced

by the people of Balochistan and take solid steps
to improve electricity distribution.
- ‘He expressed these views during a meeting

_with the Chief Executive Officer of QESCO,

Syed Yusuf Shah, on Monday.

He emphasized the need to adopt alternative
energy sources in the agricultural sector to
reduce the challenges faced by farmers and
increase agricultural production.

During the meeting, CEQO QESCO, Syed
Yusuf Shah, briefed the Chief Minister of
Balochistan about the challenges in the clccm:ci-
ty distribution system and the measures being
taken to address them. Chief Minister Sarfaraz

:-Bugti stated that sufficient measures should be
. taken to address the electricity shortage and
." related issues in the hot areas before the arrival

of summer to avoid any inconvenience to the

. public.

Hc aIso dlreclcd Lhe QESCO administration to

is taking Ppractical steps to

devise a comprehensive and clear strategy to
resolve electricity-related problems for the peo-
ple and ensure its swift implementation.

He emphasized that the pace of work on the
electricity schemes proposed by the provincial
assembly members should be accelerated so that
the public can soon benefit from them. The Chief
Minister further stressed that umn!crruplcd elec-
tricity supply should be ensured in areas where
people are paying electricity bills, so that con-
sumers do not face any problems.

The Chief Minister instructed that continuous
monitoring of progress on electricity transmis-

sion and solar energy projects be carried out. He

also emphasized taking €mergency measures to
improve electricity supply in remote areas. He
assured that the Balochistan government is tak-

ing all possible steps to alleviate the difficulties *

of the people and is also implementing practical
measures to promote alternative energy sources.

The CEO of QESCO informed the Chief
Minister of Balochistan that work is oneaing on

mcuw:agsmw%a\

—

SIDDIQ BALUCH /r-m

stamn
eSS

Quetta

e

various projects to resolve

electricity ~ distributjon’
issues in remote areas of the |
province. Efforts are a]so‘
being made to promote solar
encrgy as an alternative
source, The CEQ also |
briefed- the Chief Minister
about the solar energy con-
version project for agricul-
tural tube wells, stating: that
the project will significantly.
improve the agricultural sec-
tor and relieve farmers from

clectricity-relateq | 18sues. He
assured the Chief Minister
that QESCO |5 utilizing- all
its resources to provide bet-
1er services to the public and

f‘\solvc echtncuy problems

Chief Minister Sarfraz
nlots led by DG szmon

Bugtl meets wit
ng, Captain
"“—"“-h

gation of e, é
Azad, e
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Sanitation, water scarcity &
crumbling infrastructure

Quetta, nestled in a valley surrounded by rugged mountains, beneath its
dcturesque facade lies a city grappling with severe challenges that threaten
the well-being of its residents. The issues of inadequate sanitation, the notori-
ous water tanker mafia, and crumbling basic infrastructure have reached a
crisis point, demanding immediate and sustained attention {rom both provin-
cial and federal authorities. One of the most pressing issucs facing Quetta 1s
Its deteriorating sanitation system. The city's waste management infrastruc-
ture 18 woefully inadequate, leading to the accumulation of garbage on
streets, in neighborhoods, and even in public spaces. The sight of overflow-
ing trash bins and heaps of uncollected waste has become a common feature
of Quetta's urban landscape. This not only poses serious health risks but also
contributes to environmental degradation. Poor sanitation exacerbates the
spread of discases, particularly during the summer months when temperatures
soar and waste decomposes rapidly. The lack of a comprehensive waste dis-
posal system, coupled with insufficient resources and mismanagement, has
left the city in a state of perpetual filth. The residents of Quetta deserve better
a clean and healthy environment is not a luxury but a basic right. Equally
alarming is the city's water crisis, which has been exploited by the infamous
water tanker mafia. Quetta has long struggled with water scarcity due to its
arid climate and depleting groundwater reserves. However, the situation has
been worsened by the unchecked operations ‘'of the water tanker mafia, which
controls the supply and distribution of water in the city. These operators
charge exorbitant prices for water, making it unaffordable for many residents.
Meanwhile, the city's piped water supply system is in shambles, with leak-
ages, outdated infrastructure, and poor maintenance further reducing access
to clean water. The water tanker mafia thrives in this vacuum, exploiting the
desperation of Quetta's citizens. This blatant profiteering at the expense of

public welfare is a glaring example of governance failure and requires urgent
“intervention.
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The broader issue of crumbling infrastructure further compounds Quetta's
woes. The city's roads are riddled with potholes, its drainage systems are
inadequate, and public facilities are in a state of disrepair. During the rainy
Season, the lack of proper drainage leads to severe flooding, disrupting daily
life and causing damage to property. The absence of a reliable public trans-
portation system adds to the chaos, making commuting a daily ordeal for res-
1dents. Basic amenities such as street lighting, parks, and recreational spaces
are either missing or poorly maintained, leaving the city devoid of the vibran-
Cy-and functionality that a capital city should embody. The root causes of
these issues are multifaceted. Years of neglect, mismanagement, and underin-
vestment have left Quetta's infrastructure in a state of decay. Political insta-
bility and bureaucratic inefficiency have further hindered efforts to address
these challenges. Consequences of this neglect are borne by the ordinary citi-
zens of Quetta, who endure the daily hardships of living in a city that lacks
the most basic services. Addressing these issues requires a multi-pronged
approach. First and foremost, there must be a concerted effort to revamp
Quetta's sanitation system. This includes investing in modern waste manage- -+
ment infrastructure, increasing the number of garbage collection points, and
launching public awareness campaigns to promote cleanliness.- The govern-
ment must also hold accountable those responsible for the mismanagement of
sanitation services.

To tackle the water crisis, immediate steps must be taken to regulate the
water tanker mafia and ensure equitable distribution of water. The city's piped
water supply system needs urgent upgrades, and alternative solutions such as
rainwater harvesting and the construction of small dams should be explored
to address water scarcity in the long term. Additionally, the government must
prioritize the repair and maintenance of Quetta's infrastructure, including
roads, drainage systems, and public facilities. A comprehensive urban devel-
opment plan, backed by adequate funding and efficient implementation, is
essential to transform Quetta into a modern, livable city. Quetta's challenges
are not insurmountable, but they require political will, effective govemance,
and a commitment to public welfare. The city's residents have endured
enough; it is time for action. By addressing the issues of sanitation, water
scarcity, and crumbling infrastructure, we can restore Quetta's dignity and

ensure a better quality of life for its people. The capital of Balochistan
deserves nothing less. - j ;
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Encouraging women

entrepreneurs

Entrepreneurship is a fast rising concern
of a modern competitive economy and its
contribution in an economy is wide recog-
nized worldwide but unfortunately entre-
prereurship in Balochistan is generally per-
cetved as a male-gendered concept which is
why the women who start up their busi-

; Tesses have to face some teething problems.
| Common ohservation and the research

- done in

Balochistan  on - Women
eurship highlight family, self and
.societal factors as hiphest obstacles while
factors like financial and economic, political
and’ environmental and marketing and
" mobility are ranked as sevond, third and

| fourth respectively. It is also generally seen

- that women in Balochistan are hindered to
* take up entrepreneurship by family, self

. and societal factors while once they take up
 entrepreneurship they are hindered to con-
- tinue with their enterprises by factors that
include competition in the market specially
"from national large companies, lack -of
‘acvess to the market, lack of acvess to raw
material, lack of capital or finance, Jack of
~marketing knowledge, lack of production,
poor infrastructure, inadequate power sup-
ply and lack of business training, It is also
seent in Balochistan that mostly the women
~entrepreneurs are not the ones who have

“been forced to take up entrepreneurship in

stricken families but are women who come
from middle to upper middle class. The
businesses that they take up mostly are tra-
ditionally embroidery, boutiques, beauty
parlors, schools, and hiition centers.
Minerals, horticulture, fisheries, livestock
and handicrafts are major existing enter-
prises in Balochistan. Sadly, women entre-
preneurs working in these sectors are only

a handful and thus these sectors with enor-_

mous potential tocontribute to Balochistan's
GDP il to date are untapped due tomany
reasons including dearth of women entre-
preneurs working in these' sectors.
Handicraft making profession is most pop-
ular among womien since they do not have
to go out of the comfort of their homes.
However, they lack marketing skills, prod-
uct design and other latest equipment that
can earn them good business. Resultantly,
they do not get the desired wage of their
labour. The provincial government has no
corporation or board catering to the small-
scale sector and cottage industry. Women

have a huge role in the agriculture sector

when it comes to talk about labouring but
they are not affiliated with agr- business,
Sirnilarly, there are many other sectors
where women can play a more essential
role if given opportunity. Promoting and
advancing gender equality and women's
empowerment by enacting sector-wide
and sector-specific reforms are essential.
The provincial government ought to come
up with more supporting and assisting
hands to embolden women entrepreneurs
inall sectors of the province, =

order o earn to support their poverty -
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