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Bugti hails agreement
between provincial
govt, PPL

Staff Report

SUIL: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugli Friday
hailed the agreement between the provincial government and
Pakistan Petroleum Limited (PPL) as a historic moment for the
province, emphasizing that the benefits of the accord will
directly reach the peoplc of Sui and the province.

Speaking at the signing ceremony of the agreement between
the Balochistan government and PPL, Chief Minister Sarfraz
Bugu said that this agreement would mark a major milestone
in Balochistan's history, with the direct impact on the people
of Sui. The event was attended by Federal Minister for
Planning and Development, Ahsan Igbal, Managing Director
and CEO of PPL. Imran Abbasy, Secretary of Encrgy
Balochistan, Daud Khan Bazai, and other government offi-
cials, as well as tribal elders.

The Chief Minister emphasized the historical significance
of the PPL agrecment, stating that such deals were previously
confined 1o closed-door discussions, but now they are being
made transparently in public. He praised PPL’s Managing
Director for obtaining approval from their board while prior-
itizing the welfare of the peopk of Balochistan.

Sarfraz Bugti emphasized the i of ed
announcing that PPL would sponsor the education of 50 chil-
dren anpually al prestigious institutions such as Lawrence
College and Hassan Abdal College. He reassured that deserv-
ing and underprivileged children from Sui would be included
in this educational initiative. In another key announcement,
the Chicf Minister revealed that PPL would annually ¢engaged
14 local diploma holders and seven engineers, with all recruit-
ments would made on meril, ensuring a transparent and faic
process which woulb free from any political influence.

Sarfnz Bugti 'said that in the phases of the Chlchmn(cr s
Skills Development Program. initiated by the provincial gov-
ernment, skilled youth from Balochistan would be send to
Saudi Arabia for employment and in the second phase, (o
Germany.

Under this program. PPL will provide training to 50 chil-
dren each year, helping them secure honorable employment
abroad and contribute to the national economy. The Chief
Minister also revealed that the long-awaited Sui Model City
project, would be soon become a reality. This initiative aims to
modernize Sui by upgrading its roads, sewage systems, instal-
lation of streetlights, parks, and other essential infrastructure.

He emphasized that both the provincial government and
PPL are working together-on this pmjecl and called for the
federal government's coopm\nun in establishing a-medical
college and university in Sui. In addition, Chiet” Minister
declared that PPL would provide | million gallons ol water
daily 1 the people of Sui and pledyed 1o renovate old govern-
nent buildings in Dera Bugti with PPL's assistance. equipping
them with modern amenities. Anather significant develop-
ment anpounced by the Chiel Minister was: the relocation of
the Sui gas flare, a longstanding 1ssue, o a distance of 10k
melters (o minimize the negative eftects on the local popula-
tion. Furthermore, Bugti assured that retired emplovees of
PPL would be given priority in recruitment. and those who
have been wailing for employment for an extended penod will
soon be hired.”

During his speech, the CM also referred to the Kachhi
Canal project, recalling his efforts back in 2013 when he was a

ber of the Balochistan Assembly and later as the
Provincial Minister for Home. He had appealed to the federal
government to complete this project, which became a souree
of prosperity for Balochistan upon its pletion in 2017,
However, the devastating floods of 2022 caused significant
damage to the project, He expressed his gratitude to Federal
Minister for Planning A hsan Iqbal for his special attention and
d the swift completion of the second and third phases
of the Kachhi Canal praject to ensure a steady water supply for
the provinee's farmers.
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CM Bugti announces
Sui Model City project
By Our Correspondent

SuUI:
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Friday termed the agreement
between the provincial govern-
ment and Pakistan Petroleum
Limited (PPL) as a landmark
step towards the development
of the province, ensuring direct
benefits for the people of Sui.

Speaking at the signing cer-
emony, Chief Minister Bugti
emphasized that the accord
represents a major milestone in
Balochistan's history, bringing
transparency and faimess to
resource agreements that were
previously held behind closed
doors. He lauded PPL's
Managing Director for secur-

Balochistan ~ Chief  ing board approval whilé prior-.-

itizing the welfare of the
province's mid;n'ts.

The event was attended by
Federal Minister for Planning
and Development Ahsan Igbal,
PPL's Managing Director and
CEO Imran . Abbasy,
Balochistan's Secretary “of
Energy Daud Khan Bazai, trib-
al elders, and other govemn-
ment officials.

Highlighting the importance
of education, Bugti announced
that PPL would sponsor 50 stu-
dents annually at prestigious
institutions like Lawrence
College and Hassan Abdal
College, Continued on page 7

ensuring  opportunities
for underprivileged, chil-
dren from Sui, He reassured
that deserving and under-
privileged: children . from
Sui would be. included in
this educational initiative,

Additionally, he revealed-
that. PPL would; annually
engage 14 local diploma,
holders and seven engi-
neers, with all recrujtments
conducted strictly on merit,
free from political influ-
ence.

In a broader initiative for
skills deveJopment, Bugti

shared that the Chief
Minister's Skills
Development  Program

would send skilled youth
from Balochistan o Saudi
Arabia for employment,
followed by Germany in the
next phase, Under this pro-
gram .

" individuals annually, equip-

ping them for honorable
employment abroad and
contributing to the national
economy.

The Chief Minister also
announced that the long-
awaited Sui Model City
project is set to become a
reality. This initiative aims
to modernize Sui with
improved infrastructure,
‘including upgraded. roads,

, sewage systems, the. instal-

lation of streetlights, parks,
and other essential facili-
ties. He emphasized that
both the provincial govem-
ment and PPL are working

together on this project and |
called for the federal gov- '

emnment's cooperation in

_ establishing a medical col-

lege and university in Sui.
Additionally, Bugti
declared that PRL would
provide 1 million gallons of
water daily to the residents
of Suj and assist in renovat-

ings in Dera Bugti, equip-
ping them with modemn
amenities.

Another significant
development announced by
the Chief Minister was the
relocation of the Sui gas
flare, a longstanding issue,
to a distance of 10 kilome-
ters.to minimize the nega-
tive effects on the local
population.

Furthermore,  Sarfraz
Bugti assured that retired
employees of PPL would be
given  priority in recruit-
ment, and those who have
been waiting for employ-
ment for an extended period
will soon be hired.

During . his speech, the
Chief Minister also referred
to the Kachhi Canal project,
recalling his efforts back in

[

ing old government build-

2013 when he was a mem-
ber of the Balochistan
Assembly and later as the
Provincial Minister for
Home. He had appealed to
the federal government to
complete this = project,
which became a source of
prosperity for Balochistan
upon its completion in
2017. However, the devas-
tating floods of 2022
caused significant damage
to the project. He expressed
his gratitude to Federal
Minister for Planning
Ahsan Igbal for his special
attention and requested the
swift completion of the sec-
ond and third phases of the
Kachhi Canal - project to
ensure a steady water sup-
ply for the province's farm-
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Focusing
on Sibi Mela

The historic traditional Sibi Mela which
was inaugurated on February 13th and
will continue till ‘February
17th. Sibi Mela is said to be a milestone in
the -promotion of Agriculture and
Livestock -sectors.as a large number . of
people not.only from.all.over the prov-
ince’butalso from other parts of the coun-

try. participate. [t is an attractive opportu-,

nity to review the performance: in 'the
fields of agriculture, livestock and move
it forward with new determination.
Apart from cattle exhibition .and ‘sale
and :purchase, .agricultural and :indus-
trial exhibitions .are .also .organized
in Sibi Mela. /It .is .also .an important
means .of conveying the :message. of
peace and security 'toithe people across
the country. The first:Sibi"Mela.was_held
iniJanuary 1885, before thePartition of
India andPakistan./Initially, the festival
was ‘more of.a’horse:show.attended:by.
all: the big-shots of:the British Raj. After
the Partition, the tradition ofithe festival
evolved .into a - cultural :festival. where
the'heritage of/Balochistan:was brought
to:theiforefront.‘However, according to
historians. it datesiback:toithe 15th cen-
tury ‘when :the. great ‘Baloch ruler ‘Mir
Chakar-e-Azam ’ was xuling
andSibi ‘Mela was attended by itraders
of Iran, Afg,hdm-:tun and other.adjacent

countries with regard to trading of cat-
tleand other stuff. This festival usually
takes place near the.end of February,
when temperatures are still-managea-
ble in the region. The Mela is a prime
opportunity to experience the rich.cul-
‘ture of Balochistan. Founder of Pakistan
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah
had also participated in tradi-
tional Sibi Mela in 1948. However, with
‘the passage of time and lack of focus on
‘the;part of the government, the impor-
‘tance .of Sibi Mela is .declining first.
Previously, people across :the :country
would desperately wait for ‘Mela. as.it
used to be celebrated -with great zeal
and enthusiasm and.the.Prime Minister
and presxdent:- of 'the country -would
visit :its :opening .and closing  ceremo-
nies. .Thus, (the .government -needs to
.work'hard:to;promotellocal culture.and
tourism, .and such ifestivals ‘are very
.importantito showcase:the culture.and
‘beauty -of Balochistan. ‘No
doubtSibi'Mela'has been going on since
ithe 15th .century and  promoting
'Balochistan’s ‘thousands .old .civiliza-
ition, .diversity, .culture .and :richness
globally but lack of focus and inatten-
tion on:the part.of ithe government.to
:make ‘this festival .a success is sheer
iinjustice:with the pravince. Itis: feared
(that:if.the government” s.lack.of.atten-
ition'towards Sibi' Mela remained asiitis,
the historical ‘Sibi ‘Mela .would lose its
.usefulness and importance.
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