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~ Balochistan

- CM stresses e;q;édited efforts
-in flood-affected areas
‘ : By Our Reporter '

QUETTA: The Chief Minister of Balochistan
Sarfaraz Bugti emphasized the need to expedite
the rehabilitation efforts in the flood-affected
areas, urging that rehab measures should be com-

‘pleted in an immediate and effective manner.

A review meeting on the progress of the
recovery projects in the flood-affected areas of
Balochistan was held under the chairmanship of
Federal Minister for Planning and Development,
Ahsan Igbal. The Chief Minister of Balochistan,
Sarfaraz Bugti, participated via video link. The
Project Director of Balochistan, Asfandyar,
briefed the meeting on the current status of the
project, the challenges faced, and the obstacles
hindering progress. g

CM noted that the people in the flood-affected

- areas are facing difficulties, and there is a press-
ing need to complete the projects quickly.
Chairman of Pakistan Peoples Party, Bilawal

; Bhutto Zardari, has been continuously reviewing
- the progress of the recovery projects due to the -
public's hardships. The PPP Chairman desires

"FOUNDED BY SIDDIQ BALUCH |

#No- . =— - -

Dpre

SS

Quetta

the early completion of the recovery projects. If
the project is handed over to the Balochistan
govemment, rapid progress can be made, the
Chief Minister stated.

Sarfaraz Bugti also expressed - disagreement
with the suggestion to "restructure” the recovery
plan, stressing that if all resources are focused
solely on housing reconstruction, it would be
impossible to rebuild schools, hospitals, and
roads destroyed by the floods, which would
result in a poor public perception. He suggested
that the World Bank's recovery project could be
linked with the Chief Ministers Youth Skills
Development Program, which could produce
positive results for the youth of Balochistan.

Federal Minister for Planning  and
Development, Ahsan Igbal, agreed with the
Chief Minister's proposal, stating that a separate
meeting would be held to review the suggestion
from all aspects and make it feasible. He assured
that the concemns of the Balochistan government

regarding the World _Continued on page 7

Bank's supportive recov-
ery ‘projects would be
addressed. !
The meeting was attended
by Provincial ‘Minister for,
Planning and Development,
Mir Zahoor Ahmed Buledi, |
Chief . . Secretary  of
-éalochjstan, Shakeel Qadir'
Khan, Additional Chief;
‘Secretary for Development,
Hafiz Abdul Basit, Principal
Secretary Babar - Khan,
Secretary.-of Irrigation Hafiz
Abdul Majid, and Additional
Secretary of  the. Chief
Minister's Secretariat,
Mohammad Fareedun.
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Dawn for Balochistan's Youth '

In a historic move that promises to transform the lives of thousands of
young people in Balochistan, the provincial government has finalized a
groundbreaking program to send skilled youth abroad for employment.
The first batch of 24 trained individuals is set to leave for Saudi Arabia

" next week, marking the beginning of an ambitious initiative that aims to
send 30,000 skilled youths overseas over the next five years. This pro-
gram, the first of its kind in Pakistan's history at the official level, is a tes-
tament to the government's commitment to addressing unemployment and
fostering economic development in Balochistan. The initiative, aptly
named the Chief Minister Youth Skills Development Program, is not just
about creating employment opportunities; it is about empowering the
youth of Balochistan with skills that wil] enable them to compete in the
global job market. By focusing on skill development and overseas employ-
ment, the program addresses two critical issues simultaneously: the lack of
skilled labor in Balochistan and the need for gainful employment for its
youth. This dual approach has the potential to bring about a significant
socio-economic transformation in the province. The program's immediate
goal is to send 2,375 youths abroad by June this year, with the broader tar-
get of 30,000 over five years. To achieve this, the government has taken
several proactive measures. Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti has directed
officials to remove all obstacles in the implementation of the program and
expedite the process. His emphasis on merit-based selection, streamlined
visa and passport processes, and the elimination of unnecessary delays
reflects a clear vision for the program's success. By ensuring that prelimi-
nary medical tests are conducted in government diagnostic laboratories
and reducing the waiting time for selected candidates in Islamabad, the
government is demonstrating its commitment to making the process effi-
cient and transparent. ‘ -

One of the most commendable aspects of this initiative is its focus on
inclusivity and fairness. Chief Minister Bugti has repeatedly stressed the
importance of merit at every stage of the program, from aptitude tests to

- final selection. This ensures that the most deserving candidates are chosen,
fostering a sense of trust and credibility in the program. Moreover, the
government's determination to provide the necessary resources and opera-
tional budget underscores its seriousness in making this initiative a suc-
cess. The program's potential impact extends far beyond individual
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cmployment opportunities. By equipping Balochistan's youth with mar-
ketable skills and facilitating their employment abroad, the initiative will
contribute to the province's economic development. Remittances sent back
by these workers will not only improve the living standards of their fami-
lies but also inject much-needed foreign exchange into the Jocal economy.
Over time, this could lead to a reduction in poverty and an increase in
investment in education and healthcare, creating a positive cycle of growth
and development. Program sets a precedent for other provinces to follow.
By prioritizing skill development and overseas cmployment, Balochistan is
leading the way in addressing the challenges of unemployment and under-
‘employment. The success of this initiative could inspire similar programs

-across the country, contributing to Pakistan's overall economic stability
and growth.

Road ahead is not without challenges. Ensuring the program's sustain-
ability and efTectiveness will require continuous monitoring, evaluation,
and improvement. The government must remain vigilant in addressing any
issues that arise, whether they pertain to bureaucratic delays, training qual-
ity, or the welfare of workers abroad. Collaboration with international part-
ners, particularly in destination countries like Saudi Arabia, will be crucial
in ensuring that the program meets its objectives. Chief Minister Youth
Skills Development Program is a beacon of hope for the youth of
Balochistan. It represents a bold and visionary step towards economic
empowerment and social uplifttment. By investing in the province's most
valuable resource its youth the government 1s laying the. foundation for a
brighter and more prosperous future. As the first batch of skilled workers
prepares to embark on their journcy, we must celebrate this milestone
while remaining committed to the program's long-term success.
Balochistan's youth deserve nothing less than the opportunity to thrive,
and this initiative is a significant step in that direction. .
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By Attahuliah Jattak

A Tragic Tale of

In the serene village of Anjeera, nestled in
Balochistan, lived Abdul Salam, the son of
Muhammad Umer Mengal. He began his edu-
cational journey at the local primary school
before advancing to Al IHijra Residential
School and College in Ziarat, where he com-
pleted his matriculation and FSc. His academ-
ic pursuits led him to the Engineering
University of Khuzdar, where he enrolled in
the civil engineering program.

During his second year, Abdul Salam
became engaged to his cousin, Asma Baloch,
who was still attending school. Known for his
talent and motivation, Abdul Salam was a bea-
con of inspiration in his village, cagerly antic-
ipating a future with Asma after completing
his studies.

However, their dreams were shattered when
Zahoor Jamalzai conspired with Niaz Ahmed
Sheikh to eliminate Abdul Salam. On
November 13, 2012, under the guise of a
friendly outing, Niaz Ahmed invited Abdul
Salam to the nearby village of Lakhorian.
Tragically, it was there that Zahoor, with
Niaz's assistance, ended Abdul Salam's life.

Following this heinous act, Zahoor brazen-
ly informed Abdul Salam'’s family of the mur-
der, expressing his desire to marry Asma and
waming them against arranging her marriage
to anyoné else. Despite repeated proposals
and escajating threats, Asma's family stead-
fastly refused. Fearing for their safety, they
relocated to Khuzdar, but the harassment per-
sisted.

On February 5, 2025, under the cover of
night, Zahoor and a group of armed men

: forcibly entered Asma's home in Khuzdar.

Injustice in Balochistan

They assaulted her family, bound them, and
abducted Asma, leaving her without shoes or
a chadar. In response, her family and the local
community protested by blocking the road
near the vegetable market in Khuzdar,
demanding her safe return.

The abduction sparked widespread protests
and condemnation across Balochistan, with
locals blocking major highways to demand
Jjustice.

On the third day of protests, the abductors
released two distressing videos of Asma,
recorded - under duress. The people of
Balochistan united in outrage, shutting down
roads and markets for three consecutive days.
Individuals from various communities,
including tribal leaders, journalists, civil soci-
ety activists, religious scholars, political fig-
ures, educators, and students, rallied for
Asma's safe return.

Ultimately, Asma was released to the dis-
trict administration. Upon her return, she was
frail and traumatized but courageously
recounted her ordeal, detailing the abduction
and the coercion she endured. The abductors
had threatened further violence against. her
family. )

Despite the public outcry, the perpetrators
remain at large, unapprehended by the author-
ities. Asma's family, along with the entire
nation, looks to the district administration to
bring the criminals to justice. However, hope
wanes as the assailants wield. significant
power and influence. Now, Asma's family
appeals to communities worldwide to amplify
their plea for justice and ensure the culprits
are held accountable.
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