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- CM stresses timely completion

of development schemes

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti on Monday reviewed the progress
and implementation of the Public Sector
Development Program (PSDP) in the province
and directed the authoritics concemns 1o ensure

' the completion of the projects initiated in the

public sector development program within its
stipulated time.

The chief minister has set a timeline for com-
pleting the development projects of all the
departments, strictly instructed for timely execu-
tion. In a high-level meeting chaired by the Chief
Minister Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz Bugti,
reviewed the progress and implementation of the
Public Sector Development Program (PSDP) in
the province.

During the meeting, the Chief Minister
emphasized the need for all departments to pro-
vide detailed reports on the status of fund releas-
es for federal projects.

Sarfraz Bugti also ordered that 90 percent
projects of the current PSDP should be complet-
ed by June this year and directed all departments
10 ensure timely execution of the schemes fol-
lowing the deadline. '

The Chief Minister formed a committee
tasked with improving existing financial regula-
tions and removing obstacles in the release of
funds to streamline the fund release process.

The committce will be headed by Mir Zahoor
Buledi and will include key officials from vari-
ous departments such as Finance, S&GAD,
Communications, and IT,

The Chief Minister expressed satisfaction on
the progress of health services and instructed the
department to expedite the construction of a hos-
pital in Nascerabad, similar to the GAMBAT
model, with a timely inauguration.

However, he raised concerns over the per-
formance of the Forest Department, with offi-
cials failing to provide satisfactory responses
during the meeting.

Sarfraz Bugti ordered the immediate release of
funds for the construction of Press Clubs in
Turbat and Jaffarabad, with a target to complete
these projects by June.

Additionally, CM Bugti revealed the plan to
ensure the operation of green and pink buses on
the roads in Quetta to enhance public transport
services and improve the service for the people
of Balochistan.

The Chief Minister reiterated his commitment
to aligning the PSDP with the needs of the pub-
lic. He stressed the importance of transparency in
development programs to ensure sustainable and
people-centric progress.

Furthermore, he assured that the next provin-
cial budget would |

-allocate 100 pcrce;it of

approved schemes for
implementation and called
for comprehensive propos-
als aimed at improving the
quality of life of the masses
of Balochistan, Z
Sarfraz Bugti .empha-
. " sized that the govemnment's

\
<

B

- federal

Quefta

responsibility to address the
challenges faced by‘thc
common man and high-

lighted - the importance of
. delivering - tangible results

1o meet public expectations.»

'The ‘meeting focused on
resolving the issue of
delays in the release of
development funds allocat-
ed-to Balochistan under the
federal PSDP.

The Minister, for
Planning and Development,
Mir Zahoor Buledi, briefed
the meeting and highlighted

\,

o wolils | det o iz

FOUNDED BY SIDDIQ BALUCHQHIAA,

Balochistan
Express

[

to execute the schemes
within its stipulated time.
The Balochistan govern-
ment has decided to write a
letter to the Prime Minister,
urging swift action to
release funds for timely

Hevcution of development

the issue of delays in the’

disbursement of funds for
various development proj-
ects in‘the province ‘funded
by federal government. The
Chief Minister urged the
government to
ensure the releases of funds
allocated in-the PSDP for
various development proj-

|

projects in the province
such as the Kachhi Canal.
The meeting was attend-.
ed by Provincial Minister
for Planning and
Development, Mir Zahoor
Ahmed Buledi," Provincial

i Minister for Irrigation, Mir

ects in Balochistan in order

Muhammad Sadiq Umrani,
Provincial Minister for

Industries, Sardar Kohyar
Khan Domki, and
Provincial Minister for |
Finance, Mir Shoaib
Nosherwani,

Senior officials included
Chief Secretary of
Balochistan,'Shakccl Qadir
Khan, Additiona] Chief
Secretary  for "Home
Shahabuddin,  Additiona]
Chief Secretary for
Development, Hafiz Abduj

. Basit, Principal Sccretary to

CM. Babar Khan, along
with all departmentg secre-

taries were in attendance -
APP ¥l
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Staff Repont this year and directed all depart-

ments to ensure tmelv execution of
the schemes tollowing the dead-
line. The Chiet Minister formed o
committee tasked with improving

QUETTA:  Halochistan  Chiel’
Minister . Mir Sarfraz Bugu on
Monday reviewed the progress and

implementation o' the  Public existing inancial regulations and
“eiSector . Development  Prosram removing obstacles in the release of
(PSDP) in the province and  funds o streamline  the fund

" directed the authorities concerns to
ensure the completion of the pro-
Jects tnitared in the public sector
————y Jevelopment program within s

release process.

[he commuttee will be headed
by Mir Zahoor Buledi and will
nclude key olhicials from varous
stipulated e

The chiel mimister has set a
timelive for completing the devel-
opment projects of all the depart-
ments. strictly instructed for imely

departments  such *as  Finance,
S&GAD. Communications, and 1T
The Chiet Minister expressed satis-
faction on the progress of health
services and mstructed the depart-
execution. In a high-level mecting ment v expedite the construction
chaired by the Chief Minister of a hospital in Naseerabad, similar
Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz Bugti, 10 the GAMBAT model, with a
reviewed the progress and imple-  timely inauguration [Towever, he
mentation of the Public Scctor raised concerns over the perfor-
Development Program (PSDP) in  mance of the Forest Department,
the proviace. with officials failing (o provide sat-
During the mecting, the Chiel isfactory responses  during the
Minister emphasized the need for mecting,
all departments to provide detailed Sarfraz Bugti ordered the imme-
reports on the status of fund diate release of funds for the con-
releases  for  federal  projects.  struction of Press Clubs in Turbat
Sarfraz Bugti also ordered that 90 and Jaftarabad, with a target to
percent projects of the current complete these projects by June.
PSDP should be completed by June Additionally, CM Bugti revealed

PPING $

VOL x 5
XLV No. 325 QUETTA Tuesd

-

ERVICE
Ao lo

76
Founded by Syed Faseih Igbal in 19
balochistantimes pk € @halochistantimes.pk @BTimcs_pL

>>>>> ay February 11, 2025 /Sha‘ban 12, 1446

Rs: 30 .

chemes

the plan 1o ensure the operation of  the
green and puak buses on the roads
in Quetta to enhance public trans-
portservices and improve the ser-
viee for the people of Balochistan
The CM reiterated his commitment
W aligning the PSDP with the
needs of the public Fle stressed the
mpurtanee of - tansparency gy
development prowiams w0 ensure
sustarable and

disbursement o funds for vari- |
ous development Projects in the |
provinee funded by federal Bovern-
ment The Chael Minister urged the.
federal povernment 1o ensure the
releases ol Tunds allocated in the
F‘SDP Tog vanous development pro-
Jucts e Balochistan e order

N
execute the sele

mes within s stip-

ulated time 1 he comnaties w Whe
headed by Mir Zahoe Wiledy and
il inelude key vliials trom e
s depa ety s as 3 [ITRITCY
S&GAD. Communications, and 1\
The Chief Minister expressed valine
taction on the progress of healih
aimed at improving, the quality of  services and tnstructed the depart-
life of the masses of Balochistan.  ment o expedite the construction
Bugli emphasized that the govern-  of a hospital in Naseerabad, stmilar
ment's responsibility w address the 1w the GAMBAT model, with
challenges faced by the common  timely mauguration. tHlowever, he
man and highlighted 1he impor-  raised concerns over the pertfor-
tance o' delivering tangible results  mance of the Forest Departinent,
W meet public expectations, The  with otficials failing to provide sat
meeting focused on resolving the  isfactory responses  duriny,  the
issue ol delays in the release of meeting The Balochistan govern-
development funds allocated 0 ment has decided o write a letter to
Balochistan  under  the  federal  the Prime Minister, urging swift
PSDP. The Minister for Planning  action to release tunds for tmely
and  Development, Mir  Zahoor execution of development projects
Buledi. bricfed the meeting and  in the province such as the Kachhi
highlighted the issue of delays in  Canal.

dle-centne pro-
rress burthermore, hie assired that
the neat provinanal budeet would
allocate 100 percent ol approved
schemes for implementation and
called for comprehensine praposals
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Pehetrating drought

Balochistan, which covers 44 percent
territory of the entire country, is facing a
silent crisis that demands immediate

- attention: a crippling drought. The lack

of precipitation and the resulting degra-

+ dation of agricultural land are wreaki ng,

havoe on the lives of its people, with over

. 70% of the population relying, directly or’
-indirectly on agriculture and livestock

for their livelihoods. The situation is

‘gradually heading towards dire, and it is

Amperative that the government takes
switt and decisive action to mitigate the

~effects of this devastating natural disas-
“ter. The drought in Balochistan is not a
~Dew. phenomenon, but its intensity and
> frequency have increased in revent years
“due to cdimate change and unsustainable
water management practices. The prov-

ince’s arid climate, characterized by low

-and erratic rainfall, makes it particularly

vulnerable to drought. The current

“drought has already had a devastating

impact on the region’s economy, with
crops failing, livestock dying, and water
sources drying up. Balochistan has a his-
tory of drought but regrettably the prov-
ince still lacks ability to properly manage
natural disasters like drought. The
drought affects Balochistan more than
‘that of other provinces of the country as
other:than three districts in Balochistan
itest areirrigated through tube-wells and
rains, The consequences of drought are

CLIPPING SEF
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DIRECTORATE
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Page N

far-reaching, leading to fvod insecurity,
displacement, and a decline ‘in living
standards. The people of Balochistan are -
resilient, hut they cannot withstand this
crisis on their own. The povernment |
must step up and take a proactive
approach o drought management. This
includes investing in water conservation
measures, such as building dams and
reservoirs, prormoting, efficient irrigation
techniques, and recharging groundwa-
ter aquilers, It also means providing
financial assistance and support to farm-
ers and pastoralists who have ‘been
affected by the drought. In the long term,
the government needs to develop a com-
prehensive drought management strat-
epry that addresses the root causes of the
problem. This includes promoting sus-
tainable land use practices, investing in
rescarch and development to develop
drought-resistant  crops, and raising
awareness among, communitics about
the importance of water conservation. It
also means addressing the issue of cli-
mate change, which 1s exacerbating, the
drought situation in Balochistan, The
drought in Balochislan is not just.an
environnwnlal issue; it 1s a humanitarian
crisis. The people ot Balochistan .are
struggling to survive, and they need our
help. The governmwnt must act.now Lo
provide relict and support to those
affected by the drought, and to imple-
ment  long-term solutions  to_ prevent
future crises. The Tuture of ‘Balochistan

depends on it. :
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