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China donates solar systems to Balochistan,

strengthening

ADPP

KARACHL Govermer Balochistan
Gheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail
prd.isud the enduring bond
between  Pakistan and China,
describing iL s “as strong a3 the
Salavas” during a ceremony
;{(11?2:‘:1}'\2 Consulate General of U?e
Teople’s Republic of Cl hipa in
Karachi Pakistan cuisine recipes
The event marked the hando-
ver ol solar power systems
donated by the Chinese Consulate
to Balochistan province.
Mandokhail lauded China as
akistan’s  “all-weather friend,”
consistently standing by its side

e dors O SETRE LRSS 3

through challenges and opportu-
nities. He emphasized that
China’s role in Balochistan’s
Jevelopment goes beyond diplo-
macy, demonstrating genuine
care and support for its people.

"Whenever we speak aboul
Balochistan's development,
China’s  vontribution  shines

prominently, proving that this
friendship is not just about diplo-
macy but about real care and sup-
port for the people,” he stated.

He further highlighted the
affection of the Chinese Consul
General for Balochistan’s people,
as reflected 1n numerous projects,
including the solar power initia-

e L Tt ) Tl el

Lassured

ties

tive. “The completion of this
hybrid solar system project is not
just about installing solar panels;

il's about illuminating lives,
empowering, communities, and
building a bnghter future for
Balochistan,” Mandokhail added.
He noted that with these systems,
schools, hospitals, mosques, and
community centers now  have
uninterrupted  power, enabling
students to study, patients to
receive  better  healthcare, and
communities to gather incomfort.

Despite the security challenges
in  Balochistan,  Mandokhail
that the povernment,
armed forves, and security insti-

with Pakistan

tutions are working tirelessly to
maintain peace and stability.
Speaking at the ceremony,
Consul General Yang Yundong
described the solar power project
as a “vivid manifestation of the
all-weather stratepic cooperative
partnership between China and
Pakistan” and a symbol of China’s
sincere and selfless assistance o
Balochistan. ‘He noted that com-
munity leaders, school adminis-
teators, hospital stafl, and reli-
gious scholars in Balochistan
have hailed the project as a “bea-
con of [riendship” expressing
immense  gratitule for China's
generous donation.Pakistant cui-

sine recipes

Yang Yundong, reinforced the
deep relationship between the
two nations, emphasizing that
China and Pakistan are "sood
neighbors, pood partners, good
friends, and good brothers” He
remarked thatthe China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CT'ECY), as a
flagship project of the Bell and
Road Initiative, has significantly
promoted  Pakistan’s  economic
and sucial development. President
Xi Jinping's vision for CPEC
includes extendiny, its benefits to
all regions of Pakistan, ensuring
that its development reaches
every Pakistani citizen, "
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“CM Bugti lauds
LEAs for recovering
abducted woman

from Khuzdar

. Staff Report

QUETTA: Chicf Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti has
expressed satisfaction over the recovery of a woman abducted
from Khuzdar and appreciated the efforts of law enforcement
agencies, He has congratulated the Levies, police, district admin-
“istration and supporting agencies for the successful operation 1o
recover the woman.

,Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti said that the recov-
ery of the abducted woman has restored public confidence in the
government in the.form of justice and rule of law. He highlighted
the importance of the rule of law and emphasized that the goven-
ment's determination is strong in providing justice to the people.
Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti appreciated the
timely action of law enforcement agencies, which resulted in the
solution to the kidnapping incident. He said that the investigation of

the incident from all aspects The case is ongoing and the affected
family will definitely get justice. Balochistan Chief Minister Mir *

Sarfaraz Bugli said, “T have said it before, and [ say it now, the state
stood with the oppressed and will continue to stand.”

PR B TN B LS PV
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Sl ULEY|'CM lauds LEAs, Ouetta
administration

for recovery of

missing girl from

Khuzdar

By Our Reporter

QUETTA:  The  Chijef
Minister of Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Bugti, expressed satis-
faction over the recovery of a
girl who was abducted from
Khuzdar and praiscd the efforts
of law enforcement agencies.

In a statement issued here on
Sunday, he congratulated the
levies, police, district ‘adminis-
tration, and other law enforce-
ment agencies for their success-
ful operation that led to the
woman's recovery,

He emphasized the impor- .
tance of the rule of law, reiterat-
ing the government's strong
commitment to providing jus-
tice to the people.

The Chief Minister said that
investigations into all aspects of
the incident were ongoing, and
justice would be served to the
| affected family.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti further
stated, "I have said it before,
and 1 say it again, the state
stood with the oppressed, and it
will - continue to stand with
them."
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Frequent closure

of highways

The  Quetta-Karachi Highway
remained closed at Khuzdar for nearly
three consecutive days as a protest against
the abduction of 17-year-old Asma Baloch.
The highway closure caused significant
hardship for travelers, disrupting trans-
portation and daily life. Unfortunately,
this was nol an isolated incident; blocking
highways to express grievances has
become a common occurrence in the
region, highlighting deeper issues of gov-
ernance, law enforcement, and public
frustration. While the right to protest is
fundamental in any democralic society,

shutting down vital transportation routes’

inflicts severe hardships on the general
public. It disrupts economic activity,

i, causes logistical nightmares, and affects

individuals who have no direct connec-

. tion to the issue at hand. The repeated use
» of highway blockades as a protest strat-
¢ egy—whether for political reasons or

demands for justice, such as in cases of
missing  persons—negatively impacts
innocent citizens, including those who
may even sympathize with the cause but
suffer unintended consequences. The
consequences of such closures are far-
reaching. Passengers are left stranded for
hours or even days, businesses suffer
losses due to disrupted supply chains,
and the movement of essential goods and
services, such as medical supplies and
food, is severely hampered. Additionally,
students and professionals who rely on

e

these routes for daily commutes face sig-
nificant challenges. Moreover, such -dis-
ruptions create an atmosphere of uncer-
tainty and fear, discouraging investment
in the province and hindering its eco-
nomic growth, In cold weather, prolonged
closures of the Quetta-Karachi Highway
pose serious risks to passengers, particu-
larly those traveling by bus or private
vehicles without adequate resources to
withstand long delays. The government
bears a significant responsibility in
addressing this issue. It must take a firm
stance against highway closures, regard-
less of the reasons behind them. A robust
legal framewaork should be established to
prevent such actions, ensuring swift con-
sequences for those who violate these
regulations. However, punitive measures
alone are not enough; authorities' must
proactively engage with affected groups
to find peaceful and constructive solu-
tions to their concerns. In the case of miss-
ing persons, the government has a moral
and legal duty to conduct thorough inves-
tigations and provide timely, transparent-
updates to their families, reducing the
need for such extreme protests.
Additionally, the numerous security
checkpoints along Balochistans high-
ways contribute to traffic congestion and
delays. While security concerns are valid,
efforts should be made to minimize the

-impact of these checkpoints on- traffic

flow through better management and
technology. The frequent and painful clo-
sure of highways in Balochistan is a major-
obstacle to the province’s progress and a
significant injustice to its people,

i S S S
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Quetta's crumbling road network

The roads of Quetta tell a story of neglect and decay. Potholes
the size of craters, crumbling sidewalks, and faded traffic mark-
ings define the landscape of what should be a thriving urban
environment. Daily commuters face treacherous driving condi-
tions, putting their safety at risk and often leading to traffic acci-
dents. These deteriorating roads also affect public transportation
systems, causing delays that ripple through the lives of ordinary

citizens. The impact on local businesses is palpable; the cumber-

some travel hinders accessibility, discouraging consumers from
reaching shops and markets, and deterring potential investors.
The situation is compounded by the unique geographical chal-
lenges that Quetta faces. Being situated at a higher altitude
means that winters can be particularly harsh, with snowfall
adding to the risk of road closures and disruptions. Yet, rather
than responding to these challenges with foresight and planning,
successive administrations have opted for ad hoc solutions patch-
work repairs that fail to address the underlying problems. This
short-sightedness not only wastes public funds but also perpetu-
ates a cycle of deteriorating infrastructure. Population of Quetta
has been growing rapidly, creating an escalating demand for an
improved transport network.

As more people flock to the city in search of better opportuni-
ties, the existing roads, which are already in disrepair, have
become insufficient. This surge in population also means that the
city needs roads that can accommodate increased vehicular traf-
fic while ensuring pedestrian safety. A comprehensive master
plan for road development must be established, taking into
account not only current needs but also future growth. Critics of

.the current state of Quetta's infrastructure often point to bureau-
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cratic inefficiencies, lack of prioritization, and inadequately allo-
cated budgets as major contributors to the problem. W hile these
factors undoubtedly play a role, there is also a pressing need for
community engagement in the planning and execution of road
infrastructure projects. The voices of local citizens should influ-
ence decisions that directly affect their lives. Public consultations
and participatory planning can yield more responsible projects

that better serve the community's interests.

New road projects must endeavor to preserve the character of
the city, ensuring that modernization does not come at the cost of
erasing its historical and cultural sites. Incorporating green
spaces, pedestrian paths, and bike lanes should be a priority,
transforming streets into vibrant spaces for gatherings auit social
activities. Disarray of Quetta's road infrastructure is an issue that
affects everyone-citizens, businesses, and the overall develop-
ment of Balochistan. An urgent call for action is needed from
local authorities, policymakers, and community leaders to initiate
a comprehensive and strategic overhaul of the road network.
Investing in modern, well-maintained roads is not merely an aes-
thetic improvement; it is a necessary foundation for sustainable
economic growth and improving the quality of life for the resi-
dents of Quetta. Let us come together as a community to advo-
cate for the change that Quetta so direly deserves. Quetta, the
capital city of Balochistan, serves as a vital hub for culture,
trade, and politics in Pakistan. Despite its strategic significance,
Quetta's road infrastructure languishes in a state of disrepair that
is not only detrimental to its citizens but also hampers economic
growth and connectivity with the rest of the country. The time |
has come for an urgent and comprehensive overhaul of Quetta’s
road network a change that is desperately needed and long over-
due.
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