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Kashmiris’ sacrifices wil

-Soon bear fruit:

CM

Bugti grieved over death of Prince Karim Aga Khan

StsfY Repart

QUETTA: Balochistan  Chief
Munister, Mir Sarfraz Bugii reiter-
ated his sirong support for the
Kashmiri people, who continued
their struggle agamst Indian occu-
patwn

On Kashmir Sehdarity Day, he
emphasized that the day ohserved
2s a remmder of the sacnfices
made by Kashmins in thewr ongo-
ing fight for freedom and their
night to self-determination In his
statement, the Chief Minister said,
“The day is not far when the

Kashnuri  people  will  Gnally
achieve their right 1o scll-determi-
nation, zdding that, Peace in the
tegion can only be. achieved
through a resolution  of  the
Kashmir dispute ™

Mir Sarfaraz Bugh condemned
India for depriving the Kashmuri
people of their basic human nights
and urged the internatonal ¢om-
mumity o take notice of the ongo-
ng atrocities “India has deprived
the Kashmiri people of their fun-
dumental righis, and the world
nmust hold India ace ble for its

The Chief Minister reaffirmad
Pakistan's unwavering support for
the Kashmini canse and stressed
that “Pakistan will continuc to
stand by the Kashmin peaple and
support their Jegutimate siruggle
for [reedom.” He further said that
the people of Balochistan stend in
sohdarily with their  Kashmir
brothers, emphasizing that “The
sacrifices made by the Kashiin
peuple will soon bear [rnt.”

Meanwhile, Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti has
d decp sorrow and griel

actions,” be said.

4
over the death of Prince Karim Aga

Khan. [n bis condolence message.
Yie said that the services of Prince
Karim Aga Xhan are caforgetiable.
who always worked for public wel-
fzre and played an important role in
social development.

The Chief Rinister expressed
his heartfelt condolences o the
fumily ol the deccased and the
Ismaili commumity and said that
with the death of Prince Kanm Aea
Khan, the world has fost an impor-
tamt figure. Mir Sarfarurs Bug «aid
that the public services of Prince
Karim Aga Khaa will always be
remembeted,

Rs:
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BAEF pro,qrarﬁme
Govt provides
financial support to
3397 poor patients

Staff Report

QUETTA: Under the leadership of Chief Minister of
Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz Bugti, the provincial govern-
ment had provided financial assistance to 3397 poor
patients under Balochistan Awami Endowment Fund
(BAEF) programme so far who were suffering from
chronic diseases.

According to the report issued by Social Welfare
Department, the provincial government had expended Rs
5.13 billion as financial assistance to the poor and needy
patients suffering [rom different chronic diseases under
the BAEF initiative to get them treated in the best public
and private scctor hospitals across the country.

The Balochistan government had ensured financial
assistants to the poor patients for the treatment of open
heart surgery. thalassemia, cancer, liver and kidney trans-
plants, As many as 2,241 patients were provided treatment
in various hospitals across Balochistan. Among them, 749
patients received medical assistance at the BMC Hospital
in Quetta, while 1,492 patients were treated at the Cenar
Hospital in Quetta.

Similarly. 1,156 patients from Balochistan were sent to
renowned hospitals in Karachi, Lahore, Islamabad, and
GAMBAT, where they were provided with specialized
medical - facilities. Under the Balochistan Public
Endowment Fund, financial assistance was provided to
patients for expensive treatments such as cancer, heart
diseases. liver and kidney disorders. thalassemia. bone
marrow transplants, neurosurgery, and other costly medi-
cal treatments.

This initiative of the Balochistan government has been
widely praised by the public, as it has helped poor patients
in the province receive treatment for chronic disease.
Under the leadership of Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
and Chief Secretary of Balochistan, Shakeel Qadir Khan,

these reforms in the healthcare sector are not only a bea-

can of hope for the people of the province but will also
pave the way for future healthcare projects,

The Balochistan government had formed a special team
of doctors who were visiting the penal hospitals across the
counlry to ensure provision of the best treatment facili-

ties. Under the programme, 20 to 30 million rupees were -
. “being spent on a single patient to ensure the best health-

care facilities for those who were suffering from chronic
diseases. -
The aid was given to poor and needy patients suffering

from different chronic discases under the BAEF initiative |
to get them treated in the best public and private sector 5
hospitals across the country. All the cases were fully '
investigated and the documents were inspected in detail to

ensure transparency.
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_Malnutrition:
a silent killer

. For over a decade, the Balochistan
. government has failed to allocate funds
for its. malnutrition program aimed at
supporting mothers and children in the
province. Instead, it has relied solely on
aid from UNICEF and other donors,
- who are currently working, in 31 dis-
tricts ta provide [ood and medical assis-
tance to families suffering [rom nutri-
tional deficiencies. The lack of a sustain-
able, government-led initiative has left
millions vulnerable to the long-term
effects of malnutrition. Balochistan has
the ‘highest malnutrition rate in
~ Pakistan, with 16 out of every 100 peo-
ple affected. A survey conducted by the
‘National Nutrition Cell, under the
* 'Department of Health, revealed alarm-
‘ing slatislics: 49% of women suffer from

- 'malnutrition, while 29% experience
- -iodine deficiency. Additionally, 52 out of
- -every 100 children under the age of five
* _are stunted, and 16% suffer from wast-

ing.” According to the Integrated Food
‘Security Phase Classification, in
Panjgur, one in every three children
‘under five is acutely malnourished. The
situation in Kachhi, Pishin, Jhal Magsi,
and Dera Bugti is similarly dire, while
Awaran and Gwadar are also identified
as districts experiencing severe levels of

. smalnutrition. Several factors contribute

,-/to malnutrition in the region, including
| thousehold food insecurity, inadequate
feeding practices, and gender inequality,
which disproportionately affects women
- .and girls. With 80% of Balochistan’s pop-
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ulation relying on agriculture for their
livelihoods, the persistent drought-like
conditions and water scarcity have
exacerbated food insecurity, pushing
farmers deeper into poverty. Limited
agricultural productivity and declining
livestack health further add to the food
crisis, leaving families with insufficient
resources to meet their daily nutritional
needs. In addition to food shortages,
limited access to clean drinking water,
inadequate sanitation facilities, weak
immunization programs, and -poor
healthcare  infrastructure  further
agpravate the crisis. Many rural areas
lack basic health services, forcing fami-
lies to travel long distances for medical
attention. Malnutrition is not just a
result of food shortages but also of dis-
eases caused by unsafe water and poor
sanitation, which lead to recurring
infections and chronic health condi-
tions. While the Balochistan Health
Department has implemented the
“Balochistan Nutrition Project for
Mothers and Children” in select dis-
tricts, the crisis remains widespread
across the entire province. Malnutrition
has devastating, consequences, particu-
larly for children, affecting their physi-
cal growth, cognitive development, and
learning abilities. It also weakens
immunity, making them more vulnera-
ble to diseases. Among adults, malnu-
trilion reduces productivity and
increases susceptibility to -illnesses,
further burdening the healthcare sys-
tem -and economy. Independent
research indicates ‘that malnutrition
alone results in an annual economic
loss of $7.6 billion for Pakistan.
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