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Balochistan to
1 become key
. player in regional
- trade: Governor

Staff Report

QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Jafar Khan Mandokhel has -

said that national economic system is indebted to traders,
industrialists and landowners and, as government, it is our
responsibility to provide you with all the necessary facilities,
create opportunitics for economic development and give you
access to the trade markets of neighboring countries.

He said that in this interconnected world, the global and the *

local are interconnected. The national and the international

are nol opposed «to each other but rather supportive. He -

expressed these views while addressing the participants of the
Business Excellence Award ccremony of the Quctta Chamber
of Small Industries in the provincial capital Quetta on Tuesday.
* On this occasion, a large number of men and women associ-
ated with industry and trade, including the heads of the Quetta

Chamber of Small Industries, Juma Khan Noorzai and Arsalan !

Faizan, were present.
Governor Balochistan said that due to jts unique location

and npatural resources and minerals, Balochistan has the:

potential to become an important center of economic and tra de
activities not only for Pakistan but also for the countries of the

entire region. He made it clear that Balochistan is not justa

province but a major center of economic and trade activities
for the countries of the entire region. He said that at present,

we have profitable opportunities to transform Balochistan into -

a center of Jand and sea trade activities, and to connect local
businesses with international markets. We have natural
resources, coastal belt, strategic location and the determina-~
tion of our people to make it happen. Governor Mandokhel
said that this is not just a dream but a reality that we can
achieve, adding that the present government is ready 1o pro-
vide complete protection to all national and international

investors. There are lucrative investment opportunities avail- -

able here for all investors and it is important to make full use

of them. It is important that we ourselves also take advantage -

of the available international opportunities, work to build a
bright future for Balochistan and show the world that we can

doalot for our country and the world. Governor of Balochistan |

distributed Business Excellence Awards among businessmen,
businesswomen and administrators. Separately, while launch-
ing the anti-polio campaign, Governor of Balochistan said that
children are the future of our country. [a this regard, you can
save your children from lifelong disabilities by giving them
polio drops on time. He said that it is important to play your
role in ridding your country and province of this deadly dis-
ease and not listen to any ncgative rumors regarding the vac-
 cine. It should be noted that today, the Gavernor of Balochistan
launched a five-day anti-polio campaign for the year 2025,
during which more than 2.6 million children will be vacei-
nated against polio. To achieve this goal, more than 11,000
polio teams are participating in this campaign. The Governer
directed the disirict adimnisuation 1o take Loncrete sieps 1oy
the complete safety of the polio teams and urged all parents o
cooperate with the polio teams and ensure that their children
are vaccinated in every campaign. He said that the palig Virus
_spreads through dirt, so take great care of cleanliness, ¢ js the
- campaign for a healthy life and a safe futire.”

 duty of all of us to vaccinate our children against polio jn this

et b S
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Rs: 30

Regional peace
hinges on
Kashmir dispute
resolution: CM

+ Staff Report

QUETTA: Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti bas said that the
Kashmiri people ace continu-
ing their struggle for freedom
against the usurping occupa-
tion of India, and the time is
not far when they will get the
right lo self-determination,

In his message on the occa-
sion of Kashmir Solidarity
Day, he said that thousands of
youth, children, elders and
women have sacrificed their
lives in this struggle of the
Kashmini people. The CM
said that real peace in the
region will be possible’ only
when the Kashmnir issue is
resolved according to the
wishes of the Kashmiri peo-
ple.

| He said that Kashmir was

the fundamental dispute
‘between Pakistan and [ndia,
and without its resolution,
lasting peace in the region is
' pol possible.

. India bas forcibly occupied -

Kashmir and. deprived . its
people of their basic rights
and has infensified its oppres-

ston and repression, but
India’s hideous face cannot
remain hidden from the world
for long, nor can il suppress
the voice of Kashmiris. He
said that the hearls of the
Pakistam nation beats with
their Kashmiri brothers, and
the people of Balochistan are
also second w0 none in
expressing solidarity with the
Kashmin people.

The Chief Minister called
on the international commu-
nity to take notice of India’s
atrocitics and play its role in
ensuring the Kashmiri peo-
ple's right to self-determina-

tion 1n accordance with the
UN resolutions. 1e smd that
Pakistan will always con-
tnue to provide moral and
diplomane support 1o the
Kashmiri people. He Said
that  the  bearts  of the
Pakistam nation beats with
their Kashmiri brothers, and
the people of Balochsstan are
also second to none in
expressing  solidarity  with
the Kashmiri people. The
CM said that our prayers and
support  are  with  the
Kasbmin people, and the
day is not far when the sacri-
fices of Kashmiris will bear
fruit, occupied Kashmir will
be free from Indian state
oppression, and will cmerge
on the world map as an inde-
pendent state.
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Quetta’s traffic
nightmare

Quetta is grappling with a range of
urban issues, including a deteriorating
sewerage systemn, water shortages, a poor
law and order situation, and, most nota-

‘bly, severe traffic congestion. The over-

whelming tralfic chaos has left citizens
frustrated and exhausted. The city’s roads
and public transport system were origi-
nally designed for a much smaller popu-
lation. However, with Quetta’s population
now exceeding three million, little has
been done to upgrade the infrastructure.
Public transport remains outdated and
uncomfortable, discouraging people from
using it. As a result, there has been a sig-
nificant surge in auto-rickshaws and pri-
vate vehicles, making it nearly impossible
for the city’s narrow roads to accommo-
date the growing traffic. This has led to
prolonged traffic jams, causing immense
inconvenience to commuters. Traffic con-
gestion is a citywide problem, but certain
roads—such as Sariab Road, Sabzal Road,
Jinnah Road, Sirki Road, Jail Road, and
Double Road—are particularly notorious.
Many drivers dread using these roads,
fearing they will be trapped in endless

‘gridlock’ Long queues of vehicles stretch

across the city, with weary travelers wait-
ing for even the slightest movement. The

“situation is even more dire for emergency

services. Ambulances and other emer-
gency vehicles frequently get stuck in

_traffic, preventing critical patients from

“Zreaching hospitals in time, This delay can

have life-threatening  consequences,
highlighting, the urgent need for a more

%1 efficient traffic management system. The

primary causes of Quetta’s traffic woes
are its narrow roads, lack of a modern
public transport system, and rampant
violations of traffic rules. Successive gov-
ernments have promised to launch a
green bus service in the city, but unfortu-
nately, the project remains unimple-
mented despite the fact that buses have
already been purchased and are cur-
rently sitting unused in open spaces.
Additionally, the government has begun
widening major roads such as Sabzal
Road, Sariab Road, and Sirki Road.
However, the progress has been disap-
pointingly slow, causing severe distress
to motorists and residents in nearby
areas. If the sluggish pace of construction
continues, these crucial projects may take
several more years to complete. To allevi-
ate the worsening traffic crisis, the gov-
ernment must accelerate road expansion
projects and prioritize their completion.
It should also promptly introduce the
green bus service while phasing out out-
dated local buses that are no longer suit-
able for public transporl. Furthermore,
traffic signals must be repaired, and
authorities must take strict action against
those violating traffic laws. Illegal rick-
shaws and unregistered vehicles should
also be removed from the streets to
ensure smoother traffic flow. Swift and
effective action is essential to improving
Quetta’s traffic situation and providing
much-needed relief to its citizens.
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In PUI‘SllitOf peace

In a significant display of unity, the Balochistan Assembly recently
Passed a resolution condemning the deteriorating law and order situa-
tion in the province. Led by the House's Leader, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti,
the resolution underscores the seriousness of Balochistan's security
issues, reflecting a common sentiment among lawmakers who are
alarmed by the rise of violence and unrest. This decisive act signals
Dot just a political stance, but a clarion call for peace and stability in a
region plagued by turmoil and conflict. Balochistan has long faced
challenges emanating from both intemal strife and external conspira-
cies aimed at destabilizing Pakistan. The province has been the focal
point of numerous violent incidents, with militants and insurgents
resorting to guns and terror to voice their dissent. Bugti's remarks
encapsulate the prevailing concern that these troubles are exacerbated
by a coordinated effort to undermine national integrity a strategy that
leverages violence and negative social media campaigns to shift public
perception and incite chaos. The statement that "conspiracies are being
made against Pakistan in a systematic way" is particularly poignant. It
serves as a reminder that the fabric of society is threatened not only by
armed conflict but also by the narratives being spun on social media
that distort reality and fan the flames of conflict. This dual assault on
peace necessitates a comprehensive approach to counter not just the
physical threats to law and order but the psychological warfare being
waged through misinformation and propaganda. What stands out in
Bugti's address is the insistence on dialogue as a path to resolution. He
aptly noted that "a lasting solution to problems can be found through
dialogue," emphasizing the importance of negotiation over conflict.
Yet, the reality remains that dialogue requires a willingness from all
parties, a commitment to engage rather than escalate.

The irony is that those who resort to armed insurrection often turn a
deaf ear to the appeals for conversation, instead resorting to tactics
that only perpetuate cycles of violence. As he lamented the sadness
brought on by incidents like the Kalat tragedy, Bugti pointed to the
profound grief felt by the families of the victims, a grief that under-
scores the human cost of continued unrest. It is critical that the gov-
ernment, along with every stakeholder, acknowledges this pain, as it
strengthens the resolve to seek peace rather than polarization. The loss
of lives in conflicts such as these should never be politicized; rather, it
should serve as a poignant reminder of the urgent need to restore sta-
bility. The unanimous passage of the resolution is a powerful state-
ment. It highlights a collective rejection of violence and an affirmation
of the state's importance over political differences. Bugti's assertion
that "this country cannot be broken through violence" resonates
deeply, emphasizing the resilience of the Pakistani state despite ongo-

-ing challenges. In a time when divisive rhetoric can easily take root,
the assembly's solidarity is a.beacon of hope, demonstrating that lead-
ers can rise above partisanship to prioritize the greater good.
Balochistan Assembly's resolution is more than an official statement;
it is a commitment to fight against conspiracics that seek to dismantle
the peace and stability of the region. It calls for a united front against
lawlessness and advocates for dialogue as the only sustainable way
forward. As Pakistan continues to grapple with security challenges,
fostering unity and resilience through open dialogue and targeted
actions will be critical. The citizens of Balochistan deserve peace, and
their leaders must strive relentlessly to secure it.
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