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that as a result of our long struggle
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Extending erectings on Chinese New Year

" Pak-China’s strong historical
~ bond continues to grow
stronger with time: CM

: ‘1 . |
Founded by Syed Faseil Igbal in 1976
@balochistantimcs.pk O@balochismmimcs.pk OBTimcs_p];

9, 1446 I

Stuff Report

QUETTA: Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Sarfmz Bugti,
extended his heartfeh congratula-
tioas to the Jesdership and people of
the People's Republic of China oa the
occasson of the Chinese New Year
He emphasized thar the fneadship
between Pakistan and China s a
strong historieal bond that conunues
10 grow stroager with nme.

In his message of felicitaten ca
Wednesday, the Chiel Minister said

that China's remarkable progress and
prospenty serve as an exainple for the
conre world Pakistan s ready to
kearn from China's expericnces and
advance on the path of development.
He highlighied that CPEC wall prove
to be 3 significant mulestone
Balochistans progress, ushening in a
pew ¢ra of economis activities and
development in the province.

Mir Sarfraz Bugh expressed opti-
mism that Pakisdan-China relatrons

will further strengthen in the new
Chinese yezr and that both countries

will enh coof in all see-
tors. He extended his best wishes for
prosperity, progress, and success to
the people of China, expressing hope
that the new year woukd bring peace
and happiness for both Chinese and
Palistani citizens.

The Chief Minister reiterated that
Pakistan stands abongside China in its
Journey of progress, and both nations.
will wurk together to emnsure evo-
notie stability and development in
the regron. He further said that
Balochistan offers immense opportu-

mities for Chinese investment and cok-
laboraton, and the provincial govern-
ment is committed to expanding this
partnership

He said that the joy of the Chiness
New Year was not only a moment of
celebraton for the people of China
but also a source of happiness and
hope for the people of Pakistan. The
Ralochistan government wall con- 1
tinue to play its role in strengthening
thiendly tica between the two nations {
through all possible cooperation, he
concluded.
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Raids on bobkstalls

The police raid on a bookstall in
Gwadar last week, where books were con-

| fiscated and students detained, isa deeply

concerning incident that highlights a dis-
turbing trend in Balochistan. This was
notan isolated event, but rather a continu-
ation of a pattern where authorities seem
intent on distancing students and youth
from the pursuit of knowledge. The
Baloch Students Action Committee
(BSAC) has strongly condemned the
action of police and local authorities, who
disrupted the book fair. According to
BSAC, these fairs were launched at the

inning of the new year, to bring valu-
able educational resources to remote

. areas of Balochistan. The book fairs,

which featured books from various fields
such as politics, science, society, history,
and technology, were set up with the goal
of promoting knowledge and awareness
-among the Baloch people. Other than
Gwadar, raids were conducted in
Naseerabad, Sibi, Barkhan and Kharan.
Balochistan, the largest province in
Pakistan, faces a severe education crisis.
The literacy rate hovers around a dismal
47%, lagging far behind the national aver-
age. In such a context, nurturing alove for
- reading and learning should be a top pri-
ority for the government. Instead, we wit-
ness a counterproductive approach where
authorities, instead of fostering intellec-
" tual growth, are actively suppressing it

The emergence of book fairs across
Balochistan is a welcome development,
These events provide & much-needed plat-
form for students and youth to explore
diverse perspectives, expand their hori-
zons, and engage with ideas. However,
these positive initialives are now over-
shadowed by the fear of arbitrary raids
and harassment. In today’s rapidl?( evolv-
ing world, keeping young people away
from books and knowledge is not onl
counterproductive but also dangerous. f
the authorities have concerns about spe-
dfic books or materials, there are estab-
lished legal channels to address them
Resorting to strict measures such as raids
and detentions is not only urjust and
unethical but also sets a dangerous prece-
dent that stifles intellectual curiosity and
freedom of thought. It is imperative that
the provincial government of Balochistan
takes immediate steps to address this
alarming situation. These raids must cease
immediately, and the government must
actively work to create an environment
where students and youth are encouraged
to pursue education and intellectual
growth without fear of reprisal. The future
of Balochistan depends on its youth. By
nurturing their intellectual curiosity and
providing them with access to knowledge,
we canempower them to become the lead-
ersand innovators of tomorrow. Let us not
squander this opportunity by resorting to
shortsighted and  counterproductive
measures that ultimately harm the very
fabric of our society.
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Free Textbook distribution
Empowers Young Minds

Free distribution of standard textbooks in Balochistan represents a sig-
nificant stride towards educational equity. It illustrates a commitment to
not only facilitate access to quality education but also to empower the
youth of the province. As Balochistan embarks on this promising journey,
it is essential for all stakeholders, from government officials to local com-
munities, to support and sustain these efforts. By working together, we
can ensure that no child is left behind and that all students in Balochistan
have the opportunity to reach their full potential. The future is indeed
bright when education is prioritized, and Balochistan's children are ready
to shine. In a groundbreaking initiative that heralds a new chapter for edu-
cation in Balochistan, the provincial government has launched the free
distribution of standard textbooks to students across eight districts. This
project, announced by Provincial Education Minister Raheela Hameed
Khan Durrani, aims to provide equal opportunities for boys and girls to
access quality educational resources as they begin the academic year
2025. This effort is not merely an administrative action; it represents a
committed step towards educational equity and developrnent in one of
Pakistan's most underserved regions. :

The significance of this initiative cannot be overstated. Balochistan has
long faced challenges in education, characterized by inadequate infra-
structure, insufficient resources, and a curriculum that often fails to meet
modern educational standards. By ensuring the timely provision of gov-
ernment textbooks, the provincial government is addressing critical barri-
ers that students encounter. It is heartening to see that the efforts of the
Balochistan Textbook Board and the dedication of its chairman, as high-
lighted by Minister Durrani, have culminated in this timely supply of edu-
cational materials. Textbooks are the primary instruments through which
knowledge is disseminated in classrooms. Their availability directly influ-
ences not only how well students are taught, but also how eager they are

to learn. With the free distribution of standard textbooks, students can
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now cngégé with a modem, research-based curriculum, equipping them
with essential skills and knowledge. This initiative is a clear acknowledg-
ment of the intrinsic value of education and the need to invest in the
younger generation. As Minister Durrani aptly noted, the comprehensive
plan devised by the Balochistan Textbook Board involves localized distri-
bution mechanisms that will ensure every student receives their textbooks
without unnecessary delays. This system, which operates at the union
council level, reflects a pragmatic approach to logistics and is illustrative
of how grassroots solutions can overcome systemic challenges. Involving
principals in the execution of this plan further underscores the collabora-
tive spirit necessary for improving educational outcomes.

One of the most compelling aspects of this initiative is its potential to
bridge the educational gap between Balochistan and more developed
provinces like Punjab and Sindh. For too long, students in Balochistan

have faced prejudice when compared to their peers in cities like
Islamabad and Lahore, often attributed to a lack of resources and opportu-

nities. By aligning the educational framework with modem practices and
providing equal access to high-quality textbooks, Balochistan's children
can emerge as competitive thinkers and eager learners, ready to contribute
to society and the economy. This educational reform extends beyond just
the distribution of books. It embodies a broader commitment to enhancing
the overall educational ecosystem in the region. By prioritizing a modern
curriculum that starts from the basics and fosters critical thinking, the
provincial government is laying the groundwork for a brighter future for
Balochistan's children. The hope is that these reforms will not only ele-
vate academic standards but also inspire a renewed trust among parents
regarding the education system. o e
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Te1 TOriS t ]
attack ,
thwarted in |

{

|

l

natad at least 30 terrorists in
thres separate military engage-
ments in K-P. “On 23-25 January
2025, 30 khwarij were killed in
three separate engagements in
Khyber-Pakhrunkhwa province,”
the ISPR said in a statzmenion
Saturday night, The military en-
gagements ok place in Lakki
Marwat, Karak and Xhyber
districts.

?Ba\ochistan

o um{ cmdu \l‘u\hr'\f‘r
k WAL rwn‘

Sacurity torcoa. mm,ht off AL ) i e o foier
A terrorist attack on lheim S
post in Qila Abdutlah dis- | S The ISPR said that three

trict of Batochistan in thel 4p, geermined to eliminate the engaged Khwarij location, as 3 miore {OTTOTISES Wore

‘ \: ) 4 s
J ;nh:ihthtk:l\.::: 3’1::\::“31:: | menace of terrorism’”, result of which, three khward Lillad in an IRO i Jani
ers, inchuding two suicide | Elsewhere, security farces pon- were sent to hell, while nine k- 1.9, ) 403 o Rannu district

. ducted an intelligence-based op- wardj got injured,” it said, add-
 bombers, the military said | ean (180) in the general .m::'.l l
1 of Jani Khel in the Bannu district
of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) on
Monday on the reported presence
of khwarij, the military said ina
separate statement,

“During the conduct of op-
eration, own troops effectively

0'1 Tuesday, adding that |
| two servicemen were also !
S marntyred,
“Khwan] attempted to at-
i tack a security forees” post
Lin the Culistan area of Qila
{Abdullan,” the military's

ing: "Sanitisation eperation is
being conducted to eliminate any
other Kharji tound in the area, as
security forces of Pakistan are de-
termined to wipe out the menace
of terrorism from the country.”
The terrorist attacks came days
after the security forces elimi-

President Asif Zardari and Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif have
commended the security forces
for killing eight Khwarij in Qila
Abdullah and Bannu districts and
paid tributes to Naik Tahir Khan

+Iwhich have found safe

media wing, the ISPR
said, “The attempt to enter
the post was effectively
thwarted by own twoops,
which forced the khwarij
1o ram an explesives-laden |/
vehicle into the perimeter |
wall of the post,” it added,
The military uses
the term “khwarij* for
terrorists from the outlawed
wmbrella of violent groups

TERRORIST ATTAR pames
‘havens in Afghanistan follows
ing their rout ffom the erstwhile
fribal belt in the 2013 military
operation codenamed Zarb-¢-Azb.

“In tlie ensuing flre exchange,
all five khwarif, including two

suicide bmu!w» were sent m §

“"‘[,S!‘R fuTther sas”

IHowe r “during the intense

fire exchange two brave sons of

the soil ~ Naik Tahir Khan, age |
39 years; residentof mnkdisuir.t ;

and Lance Naik Tahir lgbal, age 26/

| yeass; resigent of Karak district,

having fought gallantly, paid the
ultimate sacrifice and embraced
smh.\d.u

*The military said that a sanfusa-
ton operation was being carrded

tout in the area. The perpetra-
1 yors of this helnous act would be
1 prought to justice, {tsaid, adding .
1 phag "such sacriflces of our brave |

men further strengthen the re-
solve ut‘ the svcmlty forces Whlc.h

- —— embraced martyrdom during the

and Lance Naik Tahir Igbal, who

operation.

In their separate statements,

they lauded the marty7s’ patrio-
tsm and courage and extendad
condolences to their families.
. They prayed for the higher.sta-
Stus in Heaven for the martyrs
" and also commiserated with the
bereaved families,

“The president reaffimed that
Pakistan’s brave security forces
are always prepated to defend
the country,” reads a starement
issued by the Presidency. "He
reiterated the commitment to
eradicate terrorism and protect

. national security.”

Prime Minister Shehbaz Shanf
said in a statement released from
the Prime Minister Office that
the government and the security
forces were fully determined to
completely eliminate the scourge
of terrorism from the country.
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Balochistan journalists

protest against PECA

o OUR UR CORRESPONDENT
QUETTA

The Balochistan Union
of Journalists (BUJ) and
the Quetta Press Club
jointly organized a protest
on Tuesday against the
Pakistan Electronic Crimes
(Amendment) Act, com-
monly known as the PECA
Amendment Bill,
Journalists, along with
members of civil society,
gathered outside the Quetta
Press Club, chanting slo-
gans against the federal
coalition government and
condemnning the bill. They
called it a direct threat to
freedom of expression and
democratic principles.
Quetta Press Club
President Khaliq Rind criti-
cized the government for
passing the legislation, de-

scribing it as an assault on|.
press freedom. :

“This law undermines |
democracy and suppresses | |
the media. The journalist
community is committed
to resisting its enforcement
with full strength,” he said.

Senior journalist Saleem
Shahid also opposed the
bill, arguing that it in-
fringes on the fundamental
right to free speech.

“I appeal to all political
parties to unite against this
undemocratic move by the
federal government,” he
urged.

Participants pledged to
continue opposing the
controversial law, which
they believe jeopardizes
democracy, media inde-
pendence, and freedom
of expression.
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