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‘Banking sector’s role

economy growth
laudable: Governor

Stafl Report

QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Jafar Khan Mandokhel said
that the banking sector is playing an important role in promot-
ing the economy of Balochistan.

He said that banks can promote economic growth, job

opportunities and skill development for the youth and help

small businesses by providing easy loans.

Governor Mandokhel praised the contribution of Alfalah
Bank in the development and prosperity of the province and
said that the banking sector can increase its activities, expand
businesses and attract investment in B “ochistan. He expressed
these views while talking to a representative delegation led by
Group Head Retail Banking Sector Alfalah Bank Marine

Ahmed. Principal Secretary to Governor Balochistan Hashim .

Khan Ghilzai, Imran Asad Khan Head Branch Banking,
Sarmad [jaz Awan Business Head South, Sanaullah Khan

Regional Business Head, Nadeen Shahzad Area Managerand

Zakir Hussain Area Manager werc also present during the
meeting. Finance matters for construction, mining. agricul-
ture and industrial sectors were also discussed in the meeting.
On this occasion, Governor Balochistan Jafar Khan
Mandokhel highlighted Balochistan’s vast natural resources,
strategic location and potential to become a global economic
hub and appreciated the efforts of financial institutions to sup-
port the development of health. education and social infra-
structure in the province. Governor Mandokhel also stressed
the need for human resource development, urging financial
institutions to cooperate in this effort. He said that there is a
dire need for the guidance and cooperation of the banking sec-

- tor, especially in modernizing the agriculture and livestock
sectors and providing easy credit to local landowners.
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Reko Dig a ey e

game-changer

~ project
for Balochistan,

says CM

Slnerepnn

ISLAMABAD: Chief
Minister Balochistan Sarfraz
Bugti, on Monday, said that
the Reko Diq project is a
game-changer - for
Balochistan by addressing
unemployment and fostering
development in  education,
healthcare, and skill-build-
ing.

Talking 10 a privale news
channel, he said that the pro-
ject positively impacted local
communities by creating jobs
and improving livelihoods.

Chief Minister mentioned
seeing firsthand how the pro-
ject is benefiting local com-
munities. creating jobs, and
positively impacting hearts
and minds. He stressed that
this is a step farward not just
for Balochistan but for
Pakistan as a whole, indicat-
ing growing regional invest-
ments and opportunitics for .
collaboration. ey

Answering a question, the
CM said that while misinfor-
mation portrays Balochistan
.| as slipping out of control, the
‘| province remains firmly inte-
grated within Pakistan. He
‘1 highlighted tbree key chal-
lenges threatening Pakistan:
violence, social mobilization.

‘| and the misuse of social

‘| media, which collectively

|| aim to destabilize the nation.

He - explaincd how videos

| were strategically filmed and

| propagated  through social -
media (o create falsc narra- ;

‘| uves.. - : stk
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Chief Secretary for
robust coordination
system to combat
~ smuggling

Stafl Report

QUETTA: Chief Secretary Balochistan, Sha-
keel Qadir Khan on Monday emphasized the

need for a robust coordination system between |

departments and agencies to combat smuggling
in the provi

He “emphasized that measures should be
strengthen to prevent the smuggling of urea and
sugar across the province. He instructed that
strict monitoring should be implemented at all
checkponts to prevent the illegal trade of k
commodities. :
Ahigh-level review meeting was held under the
chairmanship of Chief Secretary Balochistan to
curb the smuggling, including the illegal trade
of essential goods such as sugar, wheat, ferti-
Lizer, petroleum products, drugs and weapons.
The meeting provided an in-depth briefing on
these pressing concerns.

Shakeel Qadir Khan called for the enhancement
‘of the Trace and Track System to further combat
the smuggling of sugar and urea from the prov-
ince. He also highlighted the need for coopera-
tion between federal and provincial agencies to
strengthen institutional capabilities and ensure
readiness for any extraordinary situations.

He directed law enforcement agencies to ex-

pedite their efforts in preventing smuggling |’

and ensure a-more robust response to this is-

sue. The meeting was attended by Additional |

Chief Secretary of Home, Shahab Ali Shah,
Brigadier FC Amanullah, Secretary of Food,
Muzaffar Zeeshan Lehri, Secretary of Fisher-
ies department, Javed Anwar Hashmi, Com-
missioner of Quetta division.
4 [y T : el |
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manuscripts
The recent theft of approximately 120

‘Quranic manuscripts from the Jabal

Noor-ul-Quran in Quetta a serious
crime that saddened the masses. This
act of violation, targeting ancient and
invaluable copies of the Quran, has
deeply wounded the sentiments of the
people of Balochistan. Jabal Noor-ul-
Quran, a sanctuary carved into a moun-
tain, was meticulously designed to safe-
guard these priceless artifacts. That
such a secure facility could be breached
highlights a serious security lapse and
raises concerns about the safety of cul-
tural and religious treasures across the
province. The audacity of the thieves,
who infiltrated the gallery in the dead

‘of night and methodically broke into

cabinets to steal these sacred texts, is
appalling. This incident underscores a
profound disrespect for religious values
and a blatant disregard for the cultural
heritage of the region. The recovery of
these stolen manuscripts is not merely a

‘matter of law and order; it is a moral

imperative. The government and law

“enforcement agencies must deploy all

available resources to apprehend the

* culprits ‘and bring them  to justice.

Furthermore, stringent measures must
be put in place to enhance the security
of religious and cultural institutions

across Balochistan. This incident serves

as a stark reminder of the importance of
preserving our cultural heritage. These
Quranic manuscripts are not just reli-
gious artifacts; they are invaluable his-
torical documents that offer insights
into the history of Islam and the region.
Their loss is an irreplaceable blow to our
collective cultural memory. Beyond the
immediate recovery efforts, this inci-
dent necessitates a comprehensive
review of security protocols at all reli-
gious and cultural sites across the prov-
ince. Investing in advanced security
systems, increasing surveillance, and
strengthening the capacity of law
enforcement agencies to respond to
such incidents are crucial steps. The
people of Balochistan, known for their
deep reverence for Islam, are deeply
disturbed by this act of desecration. The
government must respond decisively to
this grave of fense and reassure the pub-
lic that the safety and security of reli-
gious and cultural treasures are para-
mount. The theft of Quranic manu-
scripts from Jabal Noor-ul-Quran is a
deeply disturbing act that demands a
strong and decisive response. The gov-
ernment must prioritize the recovery of
these priceless artifacts and take con-
crete steps to enhance the security of
religious and cultural - institutions
across Balochistan. This incident should
serve as a wake-up call to safeguard our
cultural heritage and ensure that such
acts of desecration are never repeated.
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