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Boosting investment

in Balochistan

Balochistan’s strategic location under-
scores its significance within the Asian
‘region, making it a critical economic and
trade hub. Positioned as a gateway to
Central Asia, the province’s coastlines
and natural resources offer immense
potential. Among its most valuable
assets is the Gwadar Port, which pre-
senls vast opportunities for regional
trade and connectivity. Balochistan is
uniquely positioned to attract invest-
ment in diverse sectors such as agricul-
ture, mining, fisheries, energy, food pro-

, cessing, logistics, coastal development,
and tourism. Despite these advantages,
the province has yet to achieve the level
of foreign investment it needs to unlock
its full economic potential. It is disap-

.pointing that even today, Balochistan
struggles to attract significant interna-
tional investment across its numerous
lucrative sectors. The lack of foreign and
- domestic investment reflects the prov-
ince's inability to address key challenges
and create a business-friendly environ-
ment,, Over the past’ several years,
Balochistan'  has witnessed limited
investment, even though its abundant

natural resources could serve as a mag- .
net for both national and international’

investors. One of the reasons behind this

‘underperformance could be outdated-

T E L e T s

courage investors. Complicated pro-
cesses for obtaining No-Objection
Certificates (NOCs), unreliable energy
supply, and the province’s fragile law
and order situation are all significant
barriers to investment. Improving the
security situation and addressing inves-
tor concerns are essential steps for the
province. Authorities have the capacity
to enhance law and order, provided local
stakeholders are involved and consulted
during decision-making processes. If
these efforts are effectively implemented,
the province can better position itself as
a secure and attractive destination for
both domestic and foreign investors. The
government has already established the
Balochistan Board of lnvestment and
Trade (BBOIT) to promote investment
opportunities. However, despite these
initiatives, the desired results remain ,
largely unachieved. Although BBOIT has’, -
started organizing seminars and other
activities to attract investment, more
robust efforts are required. Sectors such
as agriculture, livestock, mining, renew- -
able energy, and fisheries hold immense
potential and require special attention to
attract capital. Atthe same time, targeted
strategies to engage investors from
friendly countries—such as Germany, .
China, Australia, the UAE, Saudi Arabia,
and Turkey—should be a top priority.
These nations have the resources and
expertise to invest in Balochistan, and
their participation could drive economic
growth while addressing poverty and
backwardness in the region.
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‘RTI aims at empowering masses’
. QUETTA. Commissioner of the Balochistan
- Information Commission (BIC), Abdul Shakoor

Khan has reaffirmed the commitment to foster-
ing transparency, enhancing accountability,

and ensuring citizens’ access to information, He
Pledged that the commission would ensure easy
access to information to the masses, marking
a'significant role in promoting transparency,
accountability, and public's right to information
in the province, The RT1 act aims at empowering
the masses and giving them the power to obtain
information about government departments {n
Balochistan, Shakoor expressed theses views
while addressing the participants of two-day
training titled “the Right to Information (RTI)
laws, with a focus on the Balochistan Right to
Information Act 021", held in Quetta, said a news
Statement. Zahid Abdullah, a former Federal
Information Commissioner and the current RTI
Advisor at CPDI provided an insightful overview of
the history and evolution of information as a fun-
damental human right, Drawing on his extensive
experience in transparency and accountability,
Abdullah offered a comparative analysis of RTI

laws actoss the country, including provincialand | fill seats that were vacated :

federal frameworks. Arp :
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II’«II set for LG

elections
& OUR CORRESPONDENT
querra. The by-glections on
local government seats in
25 districts of Balochistan
will take place today
(Sunday), according to
the spokesperson of the
Election Commission
of Balochistan. A tough
contest is expected in 51
electoral wards among
candidates {from various
political parties and inde-
pendent contenders.
The spokesperson
stated that a total o[ 167
candidates are contesting
in these 51 wards, The can-
didates include both nomi-
nees from political parties
and independents. These
"elections are being held to

due to various reasons.
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BYC holds rally amid |
internet, mobile blackout_

@& OUR CORRESPONDENT
QUETTA

The Baloch Yakjehti
Committee (BYC) organized
a large rally in Dalbandin,
Balochistan, on Saturday in
support of its demands.

The provincial govern-
ment had imposed Section
144 in the province, spark-
ing concerns among the
organizers about possible
crackdown against the
event.

The Balochistan govern-
ment spokesman, Shahid
Rind, told The Express Tribune
via telephone that while the
right to assemble is consti-
tutionally guaranteed, the
rally was conducted despite

| Testrictions in place under

Section 144 which prohibit
rallies,
. He noted that local au-

" thorities are responsible for

granting or denying perrmis-

sions for such gatherings.

“Mobile networks
have been suspended in
Dalbandin to maintain
security and prevent any
unfortunate terrorism inci-
dent,” Rind explained.

BYC organizer Beeburg
Baloch expressed frustra-
tion over the communi-
cation blackout, stating,
“Mobile services have been
shut down in Dalbandin,
Chagai, and Noshki for
three days. Today, there
is no mobile coverage in
Dalbandin, and we have lost
contact with convoys com-
ing from Noshki, which
also seems disconnected.”

During the rally, BYC
leader Dr. Mahrang
Baloch addressed the
crowd, strongly criticiz-
ing what she called ex-
ploitation of Balochistan's
resources.



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

CLEPPING SERV!CE

/" DIRECTORATE «
REcLsE\JFRAl OF PUBLIC (&Y vlhotw &gh‘-' e 25
. RELATIONS BALOCHSITAN
Daily: ﬂhh T0IETTR
Bulislio ‘ Dated:__z_..(_t]*éﬂ_.?ﬂzs "PageNo.___
— sor— Par PSR T |

u‘c fr'”J’vJv A b Sl S G

(%1 CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

