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Threats of dfaughts

Pakistan is facing drought like situ-
ation this year, with significantly
below-average rainfall across the
country, particularly in Balochistan.
This alarming situation threatens to
exacerbate food insecurity and under-
mine agricultural livelihoods, par-

ticularly in already vulnerable
regions.
The limited rainfall severely

impacts crop yields, with reports of
failed harvests and dwindling water
resources. This is a major blow to a
country where agriculture is a corner-
stone of the economy and a primary
source of food for millions of people

Reports of a 40% reduction in food

production due to winter drought in
Pakistan are not only alarming, but
also an alarm of more dangers to
come. ‘
In a sense, this hour has brought a
test for agricultural and economic
experts in which they have to use
short-term and long-term strategies to
cope with the new situation of their
food production. Food producers say
that this time, a 42% reduction in rain-
fall in the region from September to
January .has led to a drought that is
destroying food crops.

According to the Food and
Agricultural Organization of the
United Nations, the agriculture sector
contributes about a quarter of
Pakistan’s GDP, while 37 percent of
the national labor force is associated
with this sector. On the one hand,

-

there is the problem of providing the
food needs of more than 24 crore peo-
ple, on the other hand, there is the
challenge of employment of a large
number of people. Similarly, there is
the issue of climate change, which
sometimes leads to lack of rains,

sometimes excess, sometimes the
melting of glaciers.
According to reports, drought-

stricken small farmers are thinking of
leaving farming and taking up other
jobs, including jobs. The seriousness
of the situation requires that the fed-
eral and provincial governments
work together not only to speed up
efforts to control climate change, but
also to take advantage of these mod-
ern methods of agriculture that have
been used by many countries to pro-
duce surplus and quality despite the
scarcity of water.

It is also necessary to ensure that
measures are taken to conserve water
in the case of large and small reser-
voirs and that every drop of water is
used carefully. As far as Balochistanis
concerned it is already grappling with

poverty and underdevelopment, is -

particularly vulnerable to the impacts
of this drought.

The arid and semi-arid landscape
makes it highly susceptible to water
scarcity, and the limited infrastruc-
ture further exacerbates the chal-
lenges of responding to the crisis.

It is essential that Balochistan prov-
ince should be keﬁ! in observation in
prevailing draughtiness as agricul-
ture is mainstay, of economy of
Balochistan.
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