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. CM
Balochistan’s
visit to Davos
becomes top

trend on
social media

Staff Report

DAVOS:  The visit of
Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti to Davos has set
new records of popularity, on
social media. The hashtag
#CMBalochistanAt  Davos
“became the top trend on social
media platform X (formerly
Twitter), with users from all
over the world highlighting the
Chief Minister's initiatives and
the -5 > of
Balochistan. On A
Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti attended the
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Discouraging

Corruption, cases of anomalies, com-
mission and poor construction works are
common phenomena in under-developed
countries. Hence, citizens of such coun-
tries have to face a number of social, eco-
nomic and lawlessness issues. Balochistan
being the poorest province of Pakistan has
been experiencing such cases for a quite
long time. Therefore, it is facing a number
ement in all its
sectors, including infrastructure, educa-
tion, health and agriculture. Despite its
vast natural resources and strategic geo-
political importance, the province grap-
ple with a myriad of challenges, includ-
Ing poverty, underdevelopment, and a
lack of basic amenities, A significant con-
tributor to this persistent underdevelop-
ment is the rampant misuse of funds allo-
cated for development projects. Years of
neglect and underinvestment have left
Babuhl‘ldmi;ndxsmal record of infra-
structure ent, poor healthcare,
and inadequate educational facilities. The
province receives substantial federal and
provincial allocations, yet these funds
often fail to translate into tangible devel-
opment outcomes. Balochistan has wit-
nessed huge corruption scam in previous
governments in which a provincial minis-
face corruption charges. Action against
corrupt government officers and officials
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is inevitable to provide relief to madses,
The resources of masses should not be
misused nor they should be anomalies,
and it is only possible when there is strict
check and ‘balance Balochistan cannot
afford more wastage of resources and
anomalies as it has been lagging far
behind than other provinces. It is surpris-
ing that despite existence of National
Accountability Bureau (NAB) and Anti
Corruption department, the anomalies
and poor construction work are underway
in Quetta and other parts of the province.
It is essential that the authorities.con-
cerned should regularly monitoring con-
struction of roads and government build-
ings personally throughout the province.
The governmeynt andg}cox:u\cmd authori-
ties should continue their efforts to dis-
courage anomalies and ensure better per-
formance of all departments. To discour-
age anomalies, corruption and irregulari-
‘ties the government needs to come up
with a more comprehensive strategy.
There is a dire need of check and
balance on all government sectors and the
culture of commission and corruption that
has badly affected our system needs to be
eliminated forever. The government and
its authorities should work for the devel-
opmentfof the province and for the pros-

ity of its masses. It is hoped that, Chief
Mrmmti}s,ter and Chief ary Balochistan
will keep a strong check upon all institu-
tions and more stern action would be
taken against those who play with the
resources of the province that belong to
people of the entire province.
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KSA 1nfusmn in Reko D1q

The Reko Diq project, one of the world's largest undeveloped copper
and gold mines located in Pakistan's Balochistan province, is on the
cusp of a significant transformation. Reports indicate that Saudi
Manara Minerals, backed by substantial financial resources from Saudi
Arabia, is poised to acquire an equity stake in this monumental mining
venture. With a potential investment ranging from $500 million to $1
billion, this development not only promises to inject much-needed
capital into Pakistan's mining sector but also signifies a shift towards
greater foreign investment in the country's natural resources. Pakistan's
rich mineral resources have long been underutilized, with many proj-
ects stalled due to bureaucratic red tape, legal entanglements, and
geopolitical uncertainties. The Reko Diq mine represents a prime
opportunity to revitalize the mining sector and provide a robust boost
to the national economy. According to officials, the proposed acquisi-
tion of a 10% to 20% stake by Manara Minerals could be a turning
point in unlocking the mine's vast potential, which is estimated to hold
approximately 5.9 billion tons of copper and gold reserves. The strate-
gic partnership with Manara Minerals is expected to accelerate the
development of the Reko Diq project, which has been under discus-
sion for over a decade. Past attempts to commence operations at the
site faced numerous challenges, including a 2011 ruling by the
Supreme Court of Pakistan declaring the original contracts illegal.
However, the recent efforts to mend relationships and engage interna-
tional partners to reorganize the terms of investment suggest a positive
trajectory moving forward.

Petroleum Minister Musadik Malik's statements that Manara
Minerals is expected to finalize this investment in the next two quar-
ters are encouraging. Such a timeline indicates a sense of urgency and
commitment from both parties to see the project come to fruition. The
collaboration with Barrick Gold, the Canadian mining giant also
involved in this initiative, adds another layer of expertise and market
credibility to the endeavor, potentially paving the way for modern
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ment landscape in Pakistan is changing, and the government appears
to be actively courting foreign investors. Malik's comments about
ongoing negotiations with other Gulf countries for potential mining
partnerships highlight a broader strategy to diversify investment
sources and decrease reliance on any single partner. If successful,
these efforts could lead to an influx of foreign capital, technology
transfer, and job creation in the local economy. Acquisition by a Saudi
firm could enhance economic ties between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia,
building on the already strong diplomatic relationship that exists. This
partnership can lead to further cooperation in sectors beyond mining,
contributing to broader geopolitical stability in a region often fraught
with tensions. The collaborative approach is vital for countries looking
to capitalize on mutually beneficial oppértunities in critical resource
sectors, and Reko Diq stands at the forefront of this strategy.

It is crucial for the Pakistani government to navigate this partnership
carefully. Lessons from past experiences where local populations and
stakeholders were not sufficiently engaged should inform the approach
moving forward. Decisions that prioritize transparency, local job cre-
ation, and environmental protection will not only-facilitate smoother
operations but also foster goodwill among the Balochistan populace,
which has historically expressed concerns over foreign extraction and
its impacts. Anticipated investment from Saudi Manara Minerals in the
Reko Diq project is a promising development for Pakistan's mining
industry. It signifies the potential for foreign investments to transform
underdeveloped sectors, leading to economic growth and increased
employment opportunities. As negotiations progress and the official
announcement looms, all eyes will be on how this venture unfolds.
The hope is that it marks the beginning of a new chapter for Pakistan's
abundant mineral resources, creating a framework for sustainable
development that benefits both local communities and foreign part-
ners. The government must seize this opportunity to hamess the full
potential of Reko Diq while ensuring that the investment aligns with
national interests and resonates positively with the people of Pakistan.
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