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] PLA’s first flight
built Gwadar

' CM terms launching of Gl

“VOL XLV No. 985 QUETTA Tuesday Janu

Stafl Report

QUETTA: Pakistan celebrated o
significant milestone in aviation on

Monday with the historic landing

of the first commercial flight at the
New G\\'adarlnlcrn:lional Airport.
PIA flight PK-503 departed from
Karachi at 9:50 AM with 36 pas-
sengers on board and touched down
at Gwadar's state-of-the-art factlity
at 11:15 AM. marking the official
commencement of operat jonsatthe
newly inaugurated aicport.

Defence and Aviation Minister
Khawnja Muhammad  Asif and
Balocblslan“(mi:f'Mimslcr Mir
Sacfaraz_Bugti along other digni-
aries were present [u W elcome the
flight, highlighting the :n'rpur_t‘s
potential ~ in strengthening
Pakistan's cconomic growth.
regional rourism, an 1 .
_connectivity. “This new airport 15

d internatignal -

bol of Gwadar’s emerging role as a
criticnl point for trade and develop-
ment,” said the minister during the
welcome ceremony.

The airport will enhance
Pakistan's connectivity, oflenng

- additional aceess to the UAE.

Europe. Far East. Central Asia and
Afniea. s

The frstever flight PK-503
teceived water salule as soun as it
\ouches the ground of the Gwadar
Iaternational Airport

The New Gwadar [nternational
Aicport, covenng 4,300 ucres. 18
Pakistan’s largest awport.

CM  Balochstan termed  the
inauguration of Gwadar
[nternational Airport (GIA) is o
milestone for the development of
Balochistan which would lead the
province on new paths of prosper-
jty and economic stability- He sad
(hat this airportis a historic project

not only for Balochistan but also

———

_not just an aviation hub: it's a sym-

for the whole of Pakistan which
would be helpful in promoting
wade activities al national and
international levels.

Addressing at the inauguration
ceremony of Gwadar International
Airport, he said that this nirport is
equipped with modern technelogy
and world-class tacilities which i5
capable of handling large aireraft.
He said that this modern airport
would connect the arca with major
cities of the world saving that the
completion of Gwadar [nternanonal
Aurport could  biing immense
development 1o the mvestment.
trade and tourism sectors in the
province which would directly ben-
¢fit the people Bugti said that this
project would provide employment
opportumtics 1o the local people
and increase traiming ‘and job
opportunities for the youth. “The
people - of Gwadar - have always
played a key role in the develop-

‘pose.

ary 2&_?0254(Rajabul Murajijab 20,
lands at newly- |
International Airport

A milestone for Balochistan’s development

ment of Balochistan and their|
cooperation is the foundation of
our successes,” he said. He said thal .
this project is an important imitia-)
tive under China-Pak Economic/
Corridor (CPEC) which could
make not only Balochistan but the
entire Pakistan more stable and
attractive imernationally. -

He expressed his determination
that more such development pros
jects would be launched in the
province that could bring positive
change in the hives of the people of
Baloclustan. Thanking the goveru=
ment representatives, local people
and experts present, he said that,
this successful launch of Gwadar,
International Airport is the result i
of collective efforts. The CM reit- i
crated his resolve that the develop- |

ment and prosperity of Balochistan |
is his top priority and all possible |

steps could be taken for this pur- |

|
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‘Bugti vows to take all

orts for Gwadar’s
development

Staff Report

" QUETTA: Balochistan Chicf Minister Mir Sarfraz -

Bugli on Monday said that provincial government 1s
taking sericus steps for the development of all areas

_ including Gwadar and the solution of public problems

with the cooperation of tribal elders and people of the
province,

He said this during a meeting with elders and public
delegations of the area at the house of tnbal leader Mir
C\.m(.l Dashti in Gwadar. On this occasion, local people

informed Balechistan Chiel Minuster about their prob-
! lems.

- The Chief Minister said that the problems being faced

by the people of Gwadar, especially the problems of

water, electricity, health and education would be solved

on priority basis. He said that the coastal areas of Ba- - '

lochistan are of utmost importance for the country’s

economy and the government is taking practical steps

for their development. The CM emphasized that no
project could be successful without the participation of

the local people, thercfore, the government is giving .-

importance 1o the suggestions of the local leadcrsh.\p 2
"in every project.

On this occasion, tribal leader Mir Sajid Dashu thanked
‘the Chief Minister and said that under his leadership,
Gwadar work on development projects is underway
and effective strategies are being adopted to address
the problems of the people. The clders also informed

the Chief Minister about their problems and sugges--

tions, on which he immediately issued instructions to

the concemed authoritics 1o address their legal prob- - |

- lems. While appreciating the cooperation of the tribal .
- leaders, the CM said that the government is utilizing all

resources to serve the people so that they would no face

i dxfﬁculues in the areas of the prownce

b,
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NGIA pioneering a new era

The New Gwadar International Airport heralds an era ripe with
sromise. Built at an impressive cost of 55 billion rupees, this airport is
set to amplify Gwadar's significance as an international trade hub.
With a passenger capacity of approximately 4 million annually and the
:apability to accommodate large aircraft such as the A380 and Boeing
747, the airport is poised to become a bustling transit point, bridging
he gaps between South Asia, Central Asia, and the Middle East. This
eap in connectivity will not only enhance regional travel but also
“acilitate the smooth movement of goods, thereby amplifying the
mport and export landscape of Pakistan. The economic implications
»f the New Gwadar International Airport are profound. As internation-
1l flight services commence, Jocal businesses, particularly in the
seafood and mineral extraction sectors, will enjoy unprecedented ease
n logistics and distribution. The airport's cargo facilities promise to

streamline the supply chain, ensuring swift deliveries of high-demand

products to markets both domestically and internationally. Such effi-
siency is vital for sustaining competitive pricing, thereby invigorating
local industries and creating a ripple effect that may extend throughout
the national economy. .
Anticipating the influx of local and foreign investments, the creation
of a robust cargo infrastructure at the airport will position Gwadar as a
nexus of economic activity. For the Makran region and the broader
coastal belt, this means more than just growth it signals the beginning
of a diversified economic base that can provide sustainable livelihoods
and enhance living standards for countless residents. This transforma-
tive potential aligns with the government's vision for inclusive devel-
opment, ensuring that the benefits of CPEC projects percolate to every
comer of Pakistan, not just the major urban centers. NGIA stands as a
testament to successful international collaboration. The culmination of
efforts between Pakistan and China reflects a shared commitment to
enhancing regional stability and economic growth. The development
of the airport, alongside the already operational Gwadar Deep Sea
Port, signifies a comprehensive approach to creating a logistic power-
house a nexus from which the benefits of trade and commerce can
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emanate. The airport's strategic design, featuring a 3,658-meter-long
and 75-meter-wide runway, equipped with a modern air traffic control
system and emergency response capabilities, highlights the meticulous
planning that has gone into this project. Beyond its immediate opera-

- tional benefits, the New Gwadar International Airport is a gatcway to
enhancing Pakistan's global standing and integrating its economy with
larger international markets. As we look ahead, the New Gwadar
International Airport stands as a beacon of hope for real change in

Pakistan. Its successful operationalization is expected to unlock signif-
icant economic opportunities, foster investment, and ultimately
enhance the quality of life for millions. With visionary planning, -
accountability, and sustained commitment from stakeholders, this
ambitious project could indeed serve as the bedrock of a prosperous
future not just for Gwadar, but for all of Pakistan.

New Gwadar International Airport represents the physical embodi-

“ment of progress, it also encapsulates the aspirations of a nation keen
on asserting itself as a major player within the regional and global
economies. This is just the beginning of a journey filled with potential,
and as the first flights take off from this state-of-the-art facility, the
world will watch with keen interest the transformative changes that
unfold in Gwadar and beyond. The inauguration of the New Gwadar
International Airport, virtually celebrated by Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and his Chinese counterpart in October
2024, marks a seminal moment in Pakistan's journey toward economic
rejuvenation and regional connectivity. Situated strategically within
the deep-sea port city of Gwadar, this monumental project, born out of
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), is not merely an infra-
structural achievement but a catalyst for the transformative changes

| that await the Balochistan region and beyond.
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| Dysfunctibnal
Pasni fish harbour

Pasni fish harbour is dysfunctional
for a Iong time. Successive govern-
ments did not take serious steps for

~making this harbour functional with

| whom the livelihood of thousands of
{ families is linked. Like the other port
. towns in Gwadar district, Pasni is a
. small town inhabited by fishermen
| for centuries. It has been the centre of

commercial activities in the region.
Sadly the infrastructure built by the
British has not been updated to
empower the locals, pushing it to the
throes of economic backwardness
even though there is no dearth of oce-
anic resources.

The population of the port town is
over 60,000 and its economy is in

! limbo as the harbour is reported to
!\ have been closed since 2003 for want
i -of operational facilities. Locals have
¢ persistently been demanding opening

of the fish harbour.
In 2002, before the fish harbour was
closed down, the Balochistan Coastal
*Development Authority (BCDA) was
~ reported to have planned to build
four new fish harbours along the pro-
vincial coast at a cost of Rs240 million,
including Pasni. Ironically, instead of
" helping the fishermen community, it
. raised expectations before it closed
down in 2003. Reportedly, there are

approximately 13,000 fishermen in
the area and some 4,000 boats.

The annual catch estimate is 27,600
tonnes. Due to the closure of the har-
bour, most of the fishermen have to go
to Gwadar port town to dock their
boats after fishing, which is 132- km
away. Although it is not cost-effective,
fishermen have no other options.

Former chief minister Balochistan

Jam Kamal Khan had proposed recon-
struction of Pasni Fish Harbour with
all modern facilities at some other

place in the area as the current har-

bour cannot be made functional.

The local people and fishermen des-

erately wait for making Pasni fish
{:arbour functional as fishing is the
only source in Pasni with which the
majority of people are associated and
since it has become dysfunctional
poverty and disillusionment have
prevailed in the area. It is high time
the government and its concerned
authorities get serious about rehabili-
tating the Pasni fish harbour at the
earliest. :

The people of Pasni can't afford’
more delay in rehabilitating Pasni fish
harbour therefore the incumbent gov-
ernment of Mir Sarfiraz Bugti came’
up with pragmatic steps and person-

ally monitored the rehabilitating pro-

cess of the harbour. ‘

It is hoped that incumbent chief sec-
retary Balochistan will soon visit the
harbor and take all steps for making it
functional at the earliest.

—
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PPP delégéition calls on CM

aurtta. A delegation of party officials led by
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) District Chagai
President Malik Rehmatullah Notizai met

. Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti dur-

ing his visit to Chagai on Saturday. In the meeting,
the district officials apprised the Chief Minister
about the problems of the workers and the public.
The Chief Minister issued orders to resolve the
problemns of the party workers and the public on
priority basis and assured the delegation that their
suggestions would be implemented. He said that
as per the instructions of President Asif Ali Zardari
and Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, every pos-
sible effort is being made to address the issues, arr -
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